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Planning
for Tomorrow’s
Community Today
Message from the Mayor
Help us to shape the future of our City; we need your help
and feedback to formulate a plan for the next ten years.

Have Your Say!
Let us Know What
You Think

Society is changing rapidly, with
the economy facing all sorts of
challenges, however the future
for the City of Mitcham has so
many opportunities and I and my
fellow Councillors want to hear
your vision for our beautiful City.
As your elected representatives,
we would like to hear from you
as to what is important so that
we can continue to plan and
invest for a vibrant City that
offers infrastructure and services
that focus on the wellbeing of
everyone.
As there are many things that
we can work on over the next 10
years we have prepared a draft
Vision and a series of Goals and
Objectives to meet this Vision
which will assist you in giving us
your views.
We are very keen to hear your
views and priorities to help
shape the future development of
our City.
In setting the scene for your
considerations here are a few
things that we as your Council
consider important.

Community Wellbeing
We must plan ahead for
efficient traffic movement;
consider housing choices to
support changing and affordable
preferences; provide a healthy
and safe environment; welcome
cultural diversity and have vibrant
activity centres such as libraries
linked to modern community
facilities.
City Character
Large areas of our City are
renowned for their history and
heritage and we will strive to
maintain this. It is imperative that
Council supports the continued
development of dynamic District
Centre Shopping Precincts and
that we build strong partnerships
with adjoining Councils to better
align our planning.
Open Spaces
Our vast area and range of open
space across our City is a huge
attraction with many sporting
clubs and local communities
actively supporting programs
and activities. They provide our
community with the opportunity
to have not only a healthy
lifestyle, but the opportunity
to explore our indigenous
vegetation in a natural setting.
Our focus is to provide better
facilities in the future with more
recreational options.
Sustainable Environment
We will continue to prioritise
our efforts in working with our
community to maintain the
environment in a sustainable
manner. We need to do more
with our stormwater before it
flows downstream; encourage
more recycling such as food
scraps and e-waste; and do more
to reduce our carbon footprint.

Well Maintained Infrastructure
While this might not sound
exciting it is one of the most
important functions of Council.
Almost 60% of the community’s
rates go into maintaining our
roads, footpaths, buildings and
stormwater infrastructure. We
must focus on delivering these
fundamental services efficiently
and be proactive in maintenance
so that unplanned costs are
minimised.
Economic Wellbeing
This is fundamental in being
able to achieve our objectives
in Community Wellbeing,
City Character, Sustainable
Environment and Well
Maintained Infrastructure.
We will focus on economic
prosperity, so that we can invest
in these areas to deliver the
Vision.
Our Strategic Management Plan
will be set on firm foundations of
financial sustainability that allows
for continued growth through
careful planning, capitalising on
the next wave of economic well
being in the medium to longer
term.
These are the goals that Council
sees as important, I look forward
to receiving your feedback on
your ideas or suggestions to help
plan for our future.
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Issues for Consideration in
Setting Strategic Direction

Our City Today
In 2012/2013 Council has allocated $50.27 million in its budget for the delivery of services
to the community. Services cover:

Council Expenditure 2012/2013
Roads, Footpaths & Stormwater 28%
Parks & Open Space 18%
Waste & Environmental Management 14%
Street Lighting 2%
Planning & Development Control 10%
Council & Community Buildings 9%
Libraries 6%
Community Services 5%
Governance/Elected Representatives 4%
Natural Resource Management 3%
Customer Services 1%

This demonstrates where the
City’s expenditure is focussed
and reflects our City today. Much
of this is what we term ‘core
business’ - to maintain roads,
parks, collect waste and enforce
legislation. But also there are
those discretionary programs
being aged persons support,
youth programs, arts and culture,
libraries, sport and recreation
that our community has decreed
to be an important service for
Council to provide.
Services tend to be adjusted to
our changing demographics.
Statistics indicate that Mitcham
is an ageing community, with a
higher proportion of people in
the older age groups compared
to other areas of Adelaide.

Along with the Australian
population as a whole, we are
living longer, with life expectancy
predicted to increase even
further over coming years. Our
young people are generally
well educated and many will
leave the state in search of
employment. Young families
continue to be attracted to
purchasing and renovating older
homes with large allotments,
while older residents and retirees
are wanting to move into smaller
properties.
At the time the 2008-2012
City of Mitcham Strategic Plan
was developed, the economic
outlook was positive, with
strong business growth and a
high demand for new housing

developments. There was a rise
in the number of new residents
moving into Mitcham, with the
Craigburn Farm development
reflecting significant new
housing.
Population growth in Mitcham
has been increasing by just over
200 persons per year.
The number of persons per
household however is falling.

The South Australian
Planning Strategy
The 30 Year Plan for Greater
Adelaide is a long-term vision
for the future that forms part of
the South Australian Planning
Strategy. It was developed by
the South Australian Government
to establish a basis for planning
growth and development of the
Greater Adelaide region over
the next 30 years. It identifies
what needs to be undertaken
to accommodate a changing
population and strengthen and
expand the economy.
The 30 Year Plan for Greater
Adelaide identified that residential
growth in the City of Mitcham
would be better situated near
transport corridors and adjacent to
major shopping centres.

Future Housing Trends
The 30 Year Plan indicates that
development will be more
focussed on building houses on
smaller allotments and providing
some high density apartment
living. This will need to be
controlled through good planning
policy. Poor development
outcomes could detract from
the attractive neighbourhood
amenity and character Mitcham
residents currently enjoy.
Proactive planning policies will
help to build a strong vibrant
community for Mitcham.
Medium density housing adjacent
to shopping centres and major
transport facilities is one way
of providing future housing in
Mitcham. Such developments
suit a broad range of age groups
and family structures, including
young people, single persons and
particularly our older residents
who are hoping to downsize.
Younger families are more likely
to be attracted to our older
housing stock on larger allotments
close to schools and facilities.

Economic Change
The current economic climate
dictates that Council should adopt
a conservative view in estimating
growth rates of businesses and
new housing and therefore
residents; particularly for the next
few years.
While the City of Mitcham’s
financial position is strong,
a slowing economy would
inevitably impact on the level
of income growth that can be
expected over the next few
years.
In terms of housing growth,
Council’s conservative estimate
is that an additional 800 houses
or units may be constructed over
the next 10 years. Subdivision
of existing allotments could
meet much of this demand,
together with some 400
housing allotments available for
development at Craigburn Farm.

Framework for
a new Strategic
Management Plan
A revised framework for a 10
year City of Mitcham Strategic
Management Plan is set out
in the following pages and we
would appreciate your ideas
and opinions on the 2030 Vision
and the key strategic goals and
objectives, which are designed to
form the basis of Council’s long
term planning over the next 10
years.

Strategic Directions
Report
Council is reviewing its
Development Plan and invites
the community to provide
ideas to help shape our City for
the future which may lead to
recommendations for revisions
to the City of Mitcham’s
Development Plan.
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Planning for
Tomorrow’s Community Today

Questionnaire

Goals

Objectives

Please prioritise the following 6 goals by
circling in order of preference (1 being the most
important and 6 being the least important).

We are also keen to have your comments on prioritising the objectives of each goal.

Goal 1: Community Wellbeing - A liveable City with
high levels of community well-being, connectedness and
cultural vitality where all people are valued.

1

2

3

4

5

6

Goal 2: City Character - Retain and enhance the
characteristics of our City.

1

2

3

4

5

2

3

4

5

6

2

3

4

5

6

2

3

4

5

6

2

3

4

5

Retain and enhance the characteristics of our City.
Objectives
2.1 Attractive Streetscapes
Attractive streetscapes that reinforce the functions of the
street, enhance the amenity of buildings, and are sensitive to
the built form, landscape and environmental conditions of the
locality.

1.1 Accessible City
Integrated and efficient traffic networks, taking into account
the needs of our community.

6

6

Comments

2

3

4

5

2

3

4

5

3

4

5

6

6

1.4 Health and Safety
The Council undertakes activities that support the community
to be healthy, safe and prepared for emergencies.

1

2

3

4

5

6

1.5 Cultural Vitality
The community embracing and celebrating the City’s history
and cultural diversity while welcoming others.

1

2

3

4

5

2

3

4

5

1

3

4

6

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

2

3

4

It is therefore now proposed that the vision to
take us into the future will be:

“A healthy, inclusive and prosperous
community, living and working in
harmony with the environment.”
Do you agree? (please circle either Yes or No).

Yes
Comments

No

5

5

2.5 Integrated regional planning
Major developments along boundaries of neighbouring
Councils planned collaboratively.

1

2

3

4

Comments

6

We would like your
views on the Vision
for the year 2030.
Mitcham’s Vision for 2030 is:
“A healthy, tolerant and prosperous community, living
and working in harmony with the environment”.
It is however Council’s view that the word “inclusive” is
preferable to “tolerant”, emphasising, that Council will
take a proactive approach in ensuring that differences in
cultural backgrounds and beliefs are carefully considered
in making decisions for the future.

5

2.4 Urban Character and Built Form
Urban form shaped by appropriate policy and principles
of development control expressed in the City of Mitcham
Development Plan.

Comments

The Vision for the City by the year 2030.

5

2.3 District Centres
Attractive, vibrant and revitalised Blackwood, Cumberland
Park and Mitcham Centres, supported by a variety of quality
retail, commercial and residential development.

1

1.6 Connected, Well Informed, Creative and Active
Community
A connected, creative and active community that celebrates
diversity enjoying an integrated and accessible network of
community facilities that encourage lifelong learning and a
healthy lifestyle.

1

2

2.2 Heritage
Natural and built heritage that is widely appreciated and
preserved.

1.3 Accessible Public Places
High quality and accessible public places where the
community can meet and interact.

2

1

6

1.2 Housing Choices
Housing choices to support the community’s preferences.

1

Goal 6: Well Maintained Infrastructure - Manage the
City’s infrastructure in an effective and cost efficient way to
support community needs.

1

A liveable City with high levels of community wellbeing,
connectedness and cultural vitality where all people are
valued.

1

Goal 5: Economic Wellbeing - A thriving economy that
supports business and attracts investment.

1

Goal 2: City Character

1

Goal 4: Sustainable Environment - Manage the City’s
natural and built environments in a sustainable way,
conserving resources, minimising wastes and enhancing
biodiversity, habitats and ecosystems.

1

Goal 1: Community Wellbeing

Objectives

Goal 3: Open Space - Supporting healthy lifestyles
through open-space, parks and gardens, sporting and
recreational facilities.

1

Under each goal please number the objectives from 1- 6 by circling (1 being the most important and 6 being the least
important). We also welcome your comments related to each of these objectives.

Additional Question
(based on the fact that the City Character
is guided by the Council Development Plan).

Do you feel that the Development Plan provides
adequate guidance and control to development
within the City of Mitcham?
(please circle either Yes or No).

Yes
Comments

No

5
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Planning for
Tomorrow’s Community Today

Questionnaire

Goal 3: Open Space

Goal 4: Sustainable Environment

Goal 5: Economic Wellbeing

Supporting healthy lifestyles through open-space, parks
and gardens, sporting and recreational facilities.

Manage the City’s natural and built environments in a
sustainable way, conserving resources, minimising wastes
and enhancing biodiversity, habitats and ecosystems.

A thriving economy that supports business and attracts
investment.

Objectives
3.1 Open Space and Natural Woodland
A range of open areas, reserves and woodlands that provide
opportunities for passive and active recreation such as
walking trails, hiking and non-motorised trail bike riding in a
sustainable, natural environment.

1

2

3

2

3

4

4

3.3 Sport and Recreation Facilities
A range of formal sports facilities such as ovals, courts,
pitches, fields often supported by clubs or other organised
groups.

1

2

3

2

3

1

2

3

4

5

6

1
7

4.2 Sustainable Built Environment
Streetscapes, natural character and waterways of the City’s
urban areas managed to ensure a neutral or beneficial impact
on the environment.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

4.3 Water Management and Reuse
Improved water efficiency and reduced reliance on mains
water with increased use of recycled water and stormwater.

4

3.4 Specific Purpose Facilities
Provision of specific use sports and/or recreational facilities–
e.g. dog park, BMX, skate park, community gardens,
considered against popular demand criteria.

1

5.1 District Centres
Attractive, active and revitalised Blackwood and Mitcham
Centres, supported by a variety of quality retail, commercial
and residential development.

4.1 Sustainable Natural Environment
The City’s natural environment and open space managed
in a sustainable way to enhance biodiversity, habitat and
ecosystems.

3.2 Parks and Gardens
High quality parks and gardens that incorporate recreational
facilities such as barbecues, playgrounds, formal gardens and
park furniture.

1

Objectives

Objectives

4

1

2

3

4

5

6

1

2

1

1

2

3

4

5

6

5.3 Support for our Business Sector
Effective linkages between the community, business sector
and education and training providers encouraged.

2

1

Comments

2

3

4

5

6

Goal 6: Well Maintained Infrastructure
7

2

3

4

5

6

1

2

3

4

5

6

Manage the City’s infrastructure in an effective and cost
efficient way to support community needs.
Objectives

7

6.1 Infrastructure Planning
Infrastructure is planned and managed to meet the
community’s social, economic and environmental needs.

1

4.7 Environmental Education
Environmental education programs promoted and supported
within the City.

7

2

3

4

5

2

3

4

5

6.30 pm on Thursday 8 November
City of Mitcham Civic Centre
131 Belair Road, Torrens Park.
6.30 pm on Wednesday 14 November
Over 50's Club
Young Street, Blackwood

6.4 Community Facilities
Community facilities (e.g. halls, public toilets, civic buildings)
planned and maintained to meet community expectations.

Public Hearing
6.30 pm 11 December City of Mitcham Civic Centre,
131 Belair Road, Torrens Park

6.5 Stormwater Drainage
A network of piped and surface drains provided by Council
that minimise local stormwater flooding and inundation.

1

1

Visit www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au for further
information.

1

Please return the pages containing your comments and
priorities to the City of Mitcham:

Do you own a business
in this Council area?
Yes

No

2

2

2

3

3

3

4

4

5

5

6

6

4

5

6

4

5

6

6.6 Cemetery Services
Quality cemetery services offered.

1

No

6

6.3 Well Managed Capital Investment
Infrastructure capital investment well managed, timely and
efficient.

Community Engagement Sessions

Yes

6

6.2 Infrastructure Maintenance
Infrastructure maintained in an efficient and effective manner
to meet the community’s service standards and expectations.

1

Comments

Addressed to
Reply Paid 21
City of Mitcham
PO Box 21
Mitcham Shopping Centre
TORRENS PARK SA 5062

3

7

4.6 Waste Management and Minimisation through
Recycling
Waste management and minimisation through resource
recovery and recycling is cost effective and maximises social
and environmental benefits.

Are you a resident in
this Council area?

3

4.4 Stormwater Management
Stormwater management and flood mitigation plans prepared
for key catchments and locations to reduce the likelihood and
impact of stormwater flows and flooding.

4.5 Climate Change
A coordinated response to climate change impacts including
reduction of Council’s greenhouse gas emissions.

Comments

3

5.2 Transport Planning
Alignment of transport planning with land-use planning and
development.

1
7

2

Or drop it in at:
City of Mitcham Civic Centre
131 Belair Road, Torrens Park;
Mitcham Library
154 Belair Road, Hawthorn;
Blackwood Library
215 Main Road, Blackwood; or
Works Depot
Winston Court, Melrose Park.

You can also complete this online at www.yoursaymitcham.com.au

Comments

2

3

