
Blackwood

Blackwood Historical Walk



This walk may be undertaken as a single walk 
or in two parts.

For more information on the history of  
Blackwood visit:

www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

Mitcham Heritage Research Centre 
103 Princes Road, Mitcham 
Phone 8372 8261

All images in this walk brochure are from the 
Mitcham Heritage Research Centre.

©Text and concept Mitcham Heritage Research 
Centre 2013.

A fold out map is provided inside the back cover. 
The numbers on the map refer to the features 
described in the following pages.

Looking west, corner of Coromandel Parade and Simla Parade, 
Blackwood, 1953.



Introduction

Blackwood is the service centre for the Mitcham hills 
suburbs of Blackwood, Belair, Eden Hills and part of 
Coromandel Valley, with Main Road and Coromandel 
Parade running along the ridge of the Hills Face 
Zone. 

Blackwood was planned in 1879 in response to a 
proposed new rail line through the Adelaide Hills. 
The rail line was completed in 1883 and Blackwood 
was the first station to be built in the Adelaide Hills. 

A small settlement of two wood and iron churches, 
a Temperance Hotel, a cluster of small businesses 
and several two-storey mansions on top of the ridge 
developed around the station. 

The building of the rail line and station directly 
influenced residential development in the 
Blackwood area. 

Coromandel Parade in foreground, Adey Road beyond.
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New residents in the area were provided with a free 
first class ticket to the city by rail for three years to 
encourage people to live in the hills and commute 
to the city.

This area south of the five ways intersection was 
known as East View.

This walk will take you from either Coromandel 
or Blackwood railway stations, along some well 
preserved tree-lined, residential back streets with 
diverse architectural styles and on to the business 
district, south of the five ways intersection at the 
roundabout. 

Evidence of early rural village small businesses can 
still be found between the major shopping centres 
or behind modern facades.

You will walk along the ridge of Main Road and 
Coromandel Parade, down the hill to Gamble 

Looking east toward Hawthorndene from Coromandel Parade, 1959.
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Cottage and see many of the larger homes in 
Edgcumbe Parade which were built with stone 
excavated for the railway tunnel. 

On the western side of Coromandel Parade you will 
discover the beautiful turn of the century villas and 
1920s bungalows built by several generations of the 
Hewett family. The Hewett family was one of the 
first families to settle in Blackwood and by 1914 had 
built more than half of the houses in Blackwood.

The ten oldest buildings still standing in Blackwood 
date from the 1840s and bear testament to the 
owners’ values and motivation to preserve their 
homes and our heritage. All are private property and 
we ask that this is respected by walkers. Only two of 
these oldest buildings are State Heritage listed and 
all were built as residences before the railway was 
opened. 

Blackwood is the only suburb, once a ‘village’, in the 

Daniel John Hewett (1845-1924), first of four Hewett builders.
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City of Mitcham that produced its own newspaper in 
1895, 1914 and continuously since 1945. An article 
in the Blackwood Magazine, described Blackwood 
as: 

‘the essence of kindliness, simplicity, brotherliness and 
above all, loyalty. We, who live our lives here, under 
almost ideal conditions, must remember that we have 
no claim to the sole occupation of the district. This is 
the natural residential neighbourhood for all those city 
workers who love fresh air and greenery and the glint 
of the sea in the distance. To such we have no right to 
deny the beauties of Blackwood.

Expansion is bound to come and, in our opinion, to 
come quickly. We believe that there is sufficient life 
in the old spirit of the place to acclimatise all those 
who shall come, to tone them down and brace them 
up, and make them worthy inhabitants of our garden 
township.’

Spirit of Blackwood Vol. 1. No. 1, p. 3, 1914

Almost a century later, the ‘Spirit of Blackwood’ lives 
on in café conversations, the op shops, sporting and 
community events and at certain times of the year 
catching sight of gnomes in surprising places!
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1  Coromandel Railway Station

Sometime between 1922 and 1926 a siding was 
established. Passengers had to wave the train down 
to stop. There was no platform so the guard opened 
steps on the train for passengers to clamber aboard. 
The station was named Brighton Parade until just 
after the Second World War when it was re-named 
Coromandel following a naming competition.

The name still causes confusion for some travellers 
thinking they are alighting at Coromandel Valley.

Turn right into Johnson Parade.

2  Johnson Parade

Daniel Johnson settled in the south Blackwood 
district soon after it was surveyed in 1852. He 
eventually acquired this half of Blackwood 
stretching westwards almost to Sturt River. Johnson 
Parade was the drive-way to Daniel Johnson’s 
property which it is believed, was at the end of 
Cumming Street.

Turn right into Adey Road.

PART ONE

 5



3  Adey Road

The construction of the new rail line in 1883 cut 
Gladstone Road in two. The southern section was 
later renamed Adey Road after William Adey, the 
Inspector of High Schools and later Director of 
Education 1929-1939. William and his wife Mabel 
lived in a weatherboard home at 26 Adey Road, this 
was demolished in 2007.

Most of the houses built on the western side of 
Adey Road as far as Simla Parade, were built by the 
Hewett family.

Hewett houses along Adey Road
Daniel John Hewett progressively purchased 
allotments along Adey Road from 1885. The older 
stone and brick villas are an excellent example 
of the Hewett family’s building skills constructed 
in the popular style of that time. Note the steeply 
pitched roofs with louvred gablets at the top, front 
verandahs, tall brick chimneys, stone facades, 
stepped red brick quoins and architraves and 
decorative timber gables and verandah joinery of 
the early turn of the century houses.

1 Adey Road

Daniel Hewett built this cottage in 1885. It 
was originally just four rooms under the main 
roof with lean-tos at the back for kitchen and 
laundry. Although the front verandah has been 
extended across the front gable at a later time, 
the asymmetrical front facade, bull-nosed profile 
verandah roof and prominent front gable are typical 
of the houses of that time. Robert Hewett, Daniel’s 
eldest son, lived here with his wife Helena for six 
years until 1894 when they moved to what is now 
294 Main Road, Blackwood. The property remained 
in the Hewett family until 1957.
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4 Adey Road

The Rev Richard Jackson, a retired Methodist Church 
Minister and his wife, Sarah lived here from 1923 
until his death in 1939. Mrs Jackson continued to live 
here until 1946.

5 Adey Road

Frederick Matson, a labourer of Clarendon and later 
a Blackwood store keeper purchased this property 
from Daniel Hewett in 1881.

Hector Oliver (Bob) Winn, a carpenter who worked 
with the Hewett family builders was one of many 
owners of this symmetrically fronted stone cottage 
over the next years.

6 Adey Road - ‘Hiawatha’

This villa, was built in 1905 by Daniel John Hewett 
when his daughter, Elizabeth Jessie (Bessie) Hewett 
married John Samuel (Jack) Treloar. Bessie and Jack 
lived here until 1925. John and Jessie Hemer lived at 
‘Hiawatha’ for thirty years from 1949. Note the steep 
pitched roof, tall thin brick chimney and elaborate 
decorative timber bargeboards, which are typical of 
turn of the century villas.

6 Gladstone Road, now Adey Road, ‘Hiawatha’ home of Bessie and Jack 
Treloar from 1905 to 1925.
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8 Adey Road

This turn of the century villa was built by Robert 
Henry Hewett for his brother William and his wife 
May as a wedding present. The property was used by 
the Methodist Church clergy for a number of years, 
after Alf and May moved to 36 Coromandel Parade 
in 1923.

10 Adey Road

Robert Hewett built this villa in 1914 for William 
Sanderson, a draper of Wayville, and his wife Laura. 
Laura lived here until 1972. 

8 Gladstone Road, now Adey Road, home of Alf and May Hewett built 1911.
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12 Adey Road

Lyndon Bigg began building this home before 
World War I. He was killed in action in France in 
1918 just before the armistice. The unfinished 
house was completed in 1919. Lyndon’s parents 
Richard and Harriet moved here from Echunga with 
their two remaining sons, Lloyd and Alan in 1922. 
Alan later married Dorrie Hewett, Daniel Hewett’s 
granddaughter, whose family had earlier lived at 1 
Adey Road. The verandah is incorporated under the 
main roof. You will note this feature in several of the 
houses in Adey Road.

4  Blackwood Bowling Club (corner Adey 
Road and Simla Parade)

Lot 23 on the corner of Gladstone (now Adey) Road 
was purchased for £100 in 1935 to establish a 
bowling club. The Blackwood Men’s Bowling Club, 
which you can see from Simla Parade, was officially 
opened in 1936 with 40 members.

The Ladies Club was formed in 1945 with a 
membership of 35. In 1995 ‘all weather’ greens 
were laid, replacing the natural lawn.

Turn left into Simla Parade.

12 Gladstone Road, now Adey Road, home of Richard and Harriet Bigg 
from 1919 to 1929. 
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5  Catholic Church – St Paul of the Cross 
(corner Simla Parade and Coromandel 
Parade)

From the 1880s Catholic Church services were held 
by visiting priests in private homes throughout the 
district.

In 1911, hoping for a church of their own, the 
local Catholics bought this corner block of land 
from Daniel Hewett for £50. Eight years later 
they purchased the former Catholic Soldiers’ Hut, 
a 40x20x11 feet galvanised-iron shed from the 
Mitcham Army Camp, in Colonel Light Gardens. The 
structure had to be dismantled for transport to 
Blackwood.

Sketch designs for a new church were prepared by 
architects Woods Bagot Jory and Laybourne Smith 
in 1928. Following years of fundraising plans were 
finalised by Herbert Jory. J.H. (Harry) Hewett, Daniel 
Hewett’s grandson, commenced construction 
in 1936.

Turn left into Coromandel Parade.

His Grace, Archbishop Spence performing the ceremony of the blessing of 
the new Church of St Paul of the Cross, 4 May 1919.
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6  54 Coromandel Parade

This bungalow was in the Hewett family for over 90 
years. Built by Robert Hewett for his father, Daniel 
following his retirement from the building trade in 
1917, it is an excellent example of a bungalow style 
dwelling. Note the typical bungalow characteristics 
of a deep verandah, dominant roof form and 
verandah posts with flared pebble bases.

Following the death of Daniel’s wife Alice in 1920, 
Daniel’s daughter, Elizabeth and her husband, John 
Treloar, moved from 6 Adey Road to care for him. 
Nephew, Jack Hewett and his family moved in to 
care for Elizabeth in her later years. When Jack and 
his wife Lorna moved into a retirement home in 
1993 their son Bruce Hewett and his family bought 
the property.
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7  44 Coromandel Parade - ‘Buffalo’

This symmetrically fronted four-roomed stone 
cottage ‘Buffalo’ was built in 1881 by Daniel Hewett. 
The cottage was named after the ship on which 
Daniel’s father, Henry Grigg Hewett, arrived in South 
Australia in 1836. 

Daniel, his wife Alice and their nine children moved 
here from Clarendon in 1893. Whilst living here 
Daniel and Alice had an additional three children. 

This is one of the oldest houses in Blackwood.

Daniel later purchased the area we know today as 
Hawthorndene and built his home ‘Watahuna’. He 
grew hay for his horses along the creek flats.

44 Coromandel Parade, Blackwood.
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42-44 Coromandel Parade, Blackwood.

8  42 and 40 Coromandel Parade

In 1920 (Bert) Hewett, Daniel Hewett‘s youngest 
son, built this stone and brick villa and attached 
shop for £1500 for Frederick Mackereth, a gardener 
and later greengrocer. Fred and his young son 
Cliff, stored fruit and vegetables in a large cool 
cellar beneath the shop. Fred and Cliff used to 
cycle around the district taking orders and making 
deliveries. Along with Fred’s fruit and vegetables, 
sweets were sold. Mrs Mackereth’s home-made  
ice-blocks were great treats for the children. 

Cliff took over the business when his father died in 
1944, modernising the business with the purchase 
of a van. Customers would step into the back of the 
van to choose their fruit and vegetables. Cliff and his 
son Malcolm were still running the business in 1956.
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9  38 Coromandel Parade - ‘Dew Drop 
Cottage’

Daniel Hewett once owned this small cottage and 
adjoining shop. Ivy Jones ran her Boot and Shoe 
Store from these premises for many years. Note the 
original sign above the verandah roof. ‘Dew Drop 
Cottage’ was sold by Ivy in 1961.

Look across the road.

‘Dew Drop Cottage’.
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Relocation of the Church of England Parish Hall with a 
team of bullocks, Cliff Street, Blackwood, June 1914.

10  All Hallows Anglican Church

The first purpose built structure in the district, 
a wood and iron hall, was built in Cliff Street, 
Blackwood sometime after 1895. The hall was 
relocated by bullock team to Coromandel Parade in 
1914. It burnt down in 1934.

A new church, All Hallows which was designed by 
architect Dean Berry and built by J.H. (Harry) Hewett 
and Hector (Bob) Winn was completed in 1934 
for £1650. Note the animal ‘gargoyles’ above the 
windows. If access is available you will note that the 
interior ceiling reflects an upturned boat.

11  36 and 34 Coromandel Parade - Villa 
and Barber Shop

This property was owned by Daniel Hewett from 
the 1880s. Daniel’s son William (Alf) Hewett ran a 
grocery store here from 1924. Locals still remember 
Alf driving his horse and cart around the district 
collecting orders and making deliveries. The horse 
knew the route so well that he would walk off as Alf 
was delivering his groceries and wait for Alf at the 
next house. When Alf had to give up his horse and 
cart, he made his deliveries on a bike with a large 
basket attached to the handlebars.

Turn left into Johnson Parade.
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12  1 and 3, 5 and 7 Johnson Parade - 
Semi-detached cottages

Daniel Hewett built these two maisonettes for his 
labourers. During the 1920s and 1930s along with 
the family of Alf and May Hewett, who lived in the 
villa attached to the grocer shop on the corner of 
Coromandel Parade and Johnson Parade, there were 
39 children living in these five homes.

These maisonettes remained in the Hewett family 
until 1967.

Return to Coromandel Parade.

3 and 5 Johnson Parade, Blackwood.
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13  Railway Bridge

There was originally a tunnel where this bridge now 
stands. The brickwork for the sides of this tunnel 
is still visible. The bricks were made in a small kiln 
on Brigalow Avenue. On top of the tunnel, on the 
corner of Johnson and Coromandel Parades, was 
a railway cottage occupied by George Pattison, a 
bricklayer for the railway tunnels. George claimed 
to have laid over half of the 9,000,000 bricks for the 
project. He recalled Blackwood as a tent village, 
which formed the embryo of what was to become 
Blackwood (The Mail, 1926). Three of George’s 
children were born in one of these tents. When the 
single track was doubled in 1927, the tunnel was 
dismantled and the house demolished.

Diagonally opposite, at 31 Coromandel Parade is a 
similar house built in 1908, the home of the then 
District Railway Foreman.

Coromandel Parade Railway Bridge under construction in 
1928 showing the old tunnel, 1922.
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14  28 Coromandel Parade and 
Brigalow Avenue

In 1929 E.J. Davies built this house and attached 
shop for Mr Dunstan who operated it as a grocery 
store. Since then it has operated as a haberdashery 
and drapery shop, a pancake parlour and a 
tea room.

15  22-24 Coromandel Parade

This local heritage place is a two-storey Italianate 
style mansion, designed by Rowland Rees and built 
for Member of Parliament, William Townsend in 
1881 across two allotments. It is one of the larger 
mansions in the area and is likely to have been built 
in anticipation of the construction of the railway.

22 Coromandel Parade, Blackwood, 1882.

 18



16  20 Coromandel Parade

This symmetrically fronted cottage is one of the 
oldest buildings in Blackwood. It was built by John 
Broadbent, a gospel preacher. John and his brother 
Elijah were known locally as the ‘sons of thunder’ 
because of their preaching styles.

The building served as a Post Office in the 1920s. 
Letters were collected from the side of the building 
along an often muddy lane south of the house. 
Children were at times rewarded with home-
made sweets for collecting the letters from the 
muddy lane. This is one of the oldest buildings in 
Blackwood.

17  18 Coromandel Parade - Alexander 
McDonald’s House

In 1881 Alexander McDonald, storekeeper of 
Kangarilla, acquired this property running a store 
from the home of seven rooms. Alexander was a 
trustee of the Savings Bank of South Australia, on 
the Mitcham District Council between 1884 and 
1887 and a parliamentarian between 1887 and 
1915. He was also very involved with local sports 
and other public activities and one of the original 
Commissioners of the Belair National Park.

In 2006 extensive alterations and extensions were 
under taken by Accountant John Turner.
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18  16 Coromandel Parade - John Carr’s 
house

This Victorian era mansion is a State Heritage 
place. The Honourable John Carr, built this two-
storey eight-roomed mansion in 1885. He could be 
considered a founding father of Blackwood. Early 
in his political career, he lobbied for the formation 
of Main Road through Coromandel Valley. He was 
Chairman of the Hills Land Investment Company 
which was responsible for the subdivision of much 
of the land along the Hills railway. He was also 
instrumental in the establishment of the Methodist 
Church in Blackwood.

In 1914 the property was transferred to Claude 
Verco, a clerk of Adelaide, and a cousin of the 
Magarey family. The home has remained in the 
Verco family ever since.

You may finish the walk here or continue on 
to Part Two. Cross to the Uniting Church, at the 
pedestrian break in the median strip.

J.W. Carr’s House, 16 Coromandel Parade, Blackwood, 1885.
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19  Blackwood Uniting Church

The Uniting Church was originally a wood and iron 
mission chapel erected for the railway navvies on 
the corner of Young Street and Main Road in 1881.

In 1917 a bullock team moved the chapel to this site. 
During the journey the chapel slipped off the rollers, 
became hooked up in the telegraph wires in front of 
the Post Office and became bogged in mud.

The present church built by Albert Hewett for £2360 
was opened in 1922.

20  Five Ways Intersection

The roundabout at five ways intersection began in 
November 1957 as a traffic island of sandbags and 
44 gallon drums filled with sand. By February 1958 
it became a permanent fixture.

The station sign on the corner of Station Road directs 
travellers down Station Road to the railway station. 
This sign has been at the five ways intersection 
since 1938. It is reputed to be the last vertical sign 
standing in its original position in South Australia. It 
was restored in 2010.

PART TWO
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Memorials

The Blackwood War Memorial was unveiled on 
11 June 1921.

The water fountain memorial was erected in memory 
of 16 year old Frank Collins who, on 8 October 1927, 
attempted to save his friend Rodney Saint. The boys 
were playing by a deep waterhole in the Sturt River 
when Rodney got into difficulties. Frank tried to 
save him even though he couldn’t swim. Both boys 
drowned. Mrs Collins never fully recovered from her 
son’s death and was under medical treatment for 
six or seven years. To help pay the doctor’s fees, her 
remaining children delivered fresh milk to the doctor 
every morning and each week took him a dressed 
fowl and fresh cream.

Look back across the Coromandel Parade.

Panoramic view of Five Ways, Blackwood, 1930.

 22



2-4 Coromandel Parade, Blackwood, former Jones’ Butcher Shop.

21  Jones’ Butcher Shop

Opposite on the corner of Shepherds Hill Road 
note the original gables and shop windows of 
Jones’ Butcher shop the last remaining shop of the 
cluster that began Blackwood’s retail mile of today. 
Fred Matson began a business here in the 1880s. 
Stock arriving by train at Blackwood was herded 
down Coromandel Parade to holding paddocks. 
The slaughter house was on the edge of today’s 
Football Oval.

Turn back and travel south down Coromandel 
Parade.

22  Blackwood Police Station - 
17 Coromandel Parade

The Blackwood Police Station opened in 1930 with 
a sole police officer, Mr Huxley. From 1988 the 
police operated from these premises on a restricted 
basis. Since 1998 the area has been controlled from 
the Sturt Centre. The building is now used by the 
Blackwood Branch of Meals on Wheels. The cells can 
still be seen at the rear of the property.

 23



23  Blackwood and District War Memorial 
Hall - 21 Coromandel Parade

Fundraising for the Memorial Hall began at the 
end of World War II and construction commenced 
in 1956. Designed by architects F. Kenneth Milne, 
Dawkins, Boehme and Ellis, it was constructed 
of Gorebats. This innovative hollow concrete 
block construction system was developed and 
manufactured in Burnside as a response to the 
post war shortage of building materials. The large 
block sizes and economy of material made them 
particularly suitable for war memorial halls. Builder 
J.H. (Harry) Hewett needed a block and tackle to 
position the blocks. The blocks can be seen on the 
northern side of the building behind the 1984 
addition at the front.

The Hall became a centre of local entertainment 
with mid-week and weekend picture shows 
attracting large audiences. Blackwood Memorial 
Players staged high quality productions here from 
the late 1950s through to the 1970s. They returned 
to the Memorial Hall in 2007.

Blackwood and Districts War Memorial Hall under construction, 1956.
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24  Former Hospital - 9 Murray Street

In the late 1930s and early 1940s Dr Alfred Russell 
and Sister Grieg ran a lying-in home/hospital 
from this house on the corner of Murray Street and 
Coromandel Parade. It was one of several hospitals 
operating in the district in this era.

Cross Railway bridge and turn left into Edgcumbe 
Parade.

Edgcumbe Parade

Originally Edgcumbe Parade extended east across 
Main Road until on 21 March 1967 when the eastern 
section was closed. In 2002 it was renamed Lois 
Lane, Hawthorndene, after Lois Robertson, a local 
resident.

The stone used to build the early houses along 
Edgcumbe Parade came from the excavation for the 
railway tunnel between 1879 and 1883.

2 Edgcumbe Parade, the former home of Ainsley Roberts, 
South Australian artist.

 25



25  2 and 4 Edgcumbe Parade

(No.2) From 1947-1968 this house was the home of 
Ainslie Roberts and family. Ainslie was a well known 
South Australian artist. By 1885 a five-roomed house 
and stable with a rate assessment value of £40 had 
been built at the top of the property. 

(No.4) Ainslie and Judy Roberts built a new home at 
no.4 in 1968. Ainslie and his wife both died in the 
late 1990s.

26  Davies-Thomas Reserve

In 1929 Eleanor Davies-Thomas donated almost 
two acres of land to the Mitcham District Council for 
a reserve. It was maintained by the Blackwood and 
District Tree Preservation Society from 1950 to 1990.

Mrs Davies Thomas lived for many years at 
6 Edgcumbe Parade. She was also one of the 
sponsors of the pine trees planted along the eastern 
side of Coromandel Parade and ash trees on the 
western side.

Laundry for ‘Annadale’, home of Mrs Davies Thomas, Sandford Avenue, 
Blackwood (note 1½ chimneys).
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27  6 Edgcumbe Parade - Annadale

By 1882 a seven-roomed bungalow containing 
three pantries, cellar, bathroom and underground 
tank had been constructed on this site.

28  8 Edgcumbe Parade - ‘Chalfont House’ 
or ‘Clarendon House’

This residence was built in the early 1880s for 
Mr George Philip Doolette, a tailor of  Adelaide. 
It consisted of ‘10 rooms, four pantries, cellar, 
bathroom, kitchen, etc. balcony and verandah back 
and front; large underground tank; papered and 
painted throughout’. (Ferry, Moore & Wilkinson, Real 
Estate Brochure, October 1928). The property was 
named ‘Chalfont’ after a township in the Thames 
Valley. The land was subdivided in 1922. In 1960 
Chalfont was renamed ‘Clarendon House’. It reverted 
back to its original name in 1987.

Turn right into Main Road.

Chalfont House, 8 Edgcumbe Parade, Blackwood, 1882.
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29  288 Main Road - 1st Blackwood Scout 
Group

In 1909, the Boy Scouts Association began in South 
Australia.

The land, in the elbow of Main Road, was 
transferred to the Boy Scouts Association from 
Eleanor Davies Thomas on 25 November, 1926. Two 
years later an old wool shed from Port Adelaide was 
erected on the site. Over the years many extensions 
and a new roof have been added.

The Blackwood Group has been in continuous 
existence for over a century.

30  294 Main Road - ‘Carinya’

Robert Henry Hewett, a mason of Blackwood built 
this house in 1894. It is a large asymmetrically 
fronted house with verandahs and an unusual 
front entrance with a crenulated parapet. Note the 
four tall brick chimneys with corbelled brickwork, 
which are typical of this turn of the century style. 
Descendants of the Hewett family lived here 
until 1977.

‘Carinya’, home of Robert Hewett, 1910.

 28



Turn right into Dorham Road.

31  296 Main Road (corner of Main and 
Dorham Roads) - ‘Gamble Cottage’– 
Enter via Dorham Road

This cottage was built in 1902 by Robert Henry 
Hewett for Joseph Gamble, an orchardist. Joseph 
and his wife Harriet had four daughters, Clara, 
Harriet, Dorothy and Edith. Mrs Gamble and her 
daughters developed the cottage garden at the 
property, planting roses, perennials, bulbs and 
annuals in a range of pinks, blues and whites. 
Garden beds were edged in local stone. Joseph 
Gamble planted a small orchard including plums, 
apples and pears. Clara and Edith both lived here 
until 1982 when they donated the cottage and 
gardens to the City of Mitcham. The gardens are 
now maintained by the Friends of Gamble Garden 
and ‘Gamble Cottage’ by the Coromandel Valley and 
Districts National Trust Branch.

‘Gamble Cottage’, 1902.
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Turn right into Keith Road

32  12 Keith Road - ‘Hewett House’

This bungalow was built in 1925-1926 by Bert 
Hewett and his nephew Harry Hewett for Harry 
and his wife, Emma. They lived here until 1962. The 
appearance of the house is relatively unchanged 
from when it was originally built, but the land 
has been subdivided. The house is an excellent 
example of the bungalow style which originated 
from California between the wars. The wide eaves 
and deep verandahs were suited to Adelaide’s 
Mediterranean climate. During winter fogs which 
lasted days at a time the children’s daily fun was 
weaving their three-wheeler bikes through the wet 
washing on the verandah.

Continue up the hill along Keith Road, turn right 
into Sandford Avenue.

Keith Road, looking east toward Wardlaw Vale.
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As you walk along Sandford Avenue towards 
Edgcumbe Parade, outbuildings to the back of 
‘Annadale’ can be seen; these include an ornate 
gabled dog kennel attached to the woodshed and a 
stone laundry with one and half chimneys to allow 
the steam and smoke from the copper to escape. 
These features may be accredited to architect, 
Mr Guy St. J. Makin, one of the executors of the estate 
of Mrs Davies Thomas.

Cross over Edgcumbe Parade into Davies-Thomas 
Reserve then cross Main Road and on to the 
Blackwood Railway Station.

Please take care when crossing Main Road.

Home of J.H. and E.P. Hewett (now 12 Keith Road, Blackwood). Built by 
A.E. and J.H. Hewett in 1926.
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33  Blackwood Railway Station

This was the first station to be opened in the hills 
and was considered a country station. A large iron 
water tank, mounted on a high stand, was erected 
to the north of the station, with water for steam 
trains from the railway dam in Belair National Park. 
On the tank, a faded Amgoorie Tea advertisement 
is still visible. Stockyards were located on the 
eastern side of the line as well as special lines for 
shunting trains.

Crossing keepers’ houses were built at Blackwood 
and Glenalta. Both houses were very close to the 
line. When a train was approaching, the keepers 
waved a red flag on the crossing during the day time 
and a lamp at night to warn drivers of horse-drawn 
vehicles. The signal cabin on the main platform was 
built in 1884. The Blackwood station was altered in 
1886 with the construction of an island platform and 
the lengthening of the main platform by 12 metres. 
In winter the wooden platform was covered in frost. 
Chilblains were the order of the day.

Blackwood Railway Station, 1910.
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Legend

PART ONE

1  Coromandel Railway Station
2  Johnson Parade
3  Adey Road
4  Blackwood Bowling Club
5  Catholic Church – St Paul of the Cross
6  54 Coromandel Parade
7  44 Coromandel Parade - Buffalo
8  42 & 40 Coromandel Parade
9  38 Coromandel Parade - Dew Drop Cottage

10  All Hallows Anglican Church
11  36 & 34 Coromandel Parade - Villa and Barber Shop
12  1 & 3, 5 & 7 Johnson Parade - semi-detached cottages
13  Railway Bridge
14  28 Coromandel Parade
15  22-24 Coromandel Parade 
16  20 Coromandel Parade 
17  18 Coromandel Parade - Alexander McDonald’s House
18  16 Coromandel Parade - John Carr’s house

PART TWO

19  Blackwood Uniting Church
20  Five Ways Intersection
21  Jones’ Butcher Shop
22  Blackwood Police Station
23  Blackwood and District War Memorial Hall 
24  Lying-in Home/Hospital 
25  2 & 4 Edgcumbe Parade
26  Davies-Thomas Reserve
27  6 Edgcumbe Parade - Annadale
28  8 Edgcumbe Parade - Chalfont House
29  288 Main Road - 1st Blackwood Scout Group
30  294 Main Road - Carinya
31  296 Main Road - Gamble Cottage 
32  12 Keith Road - Hewett House
33  Blackwood Railway Station
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Blackwood

Blackwood Historical Walk


