
The Mitcham Village Institute is set to 
mark 150 years during South Australia’s 
History Festival in May. 
This History Month we are encouraging  
self-guided tours of our beautiful Brownhill Creek, 
Blackwood and Eden Hills areas with the help of 
our handy online guides. 
SEE MORE ON PAGES 8, 9 and 11
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It is tradition at the City of Mitcham that each 
year the Mayor holds a Civic Reception to 
celebrate residents who have made a particular 
contribution to the community. In 2019, the year 
of the 125th anniversary of women’s suffrage in 
South Australia, I thought it appropriate that my 
first Mayoral Reception should acknowledge the 
contribution of women. 

The right of women to not only vote in 
parliamentary elections, but to stand for election 
to parliament was such a momentous event in 
the history of our state. I wanted to find a way 
to honour those women who fought so hard 
to achieve this outcome, but I also wanted to 
celebrate the ‘would-be’ suffragists of today - 
the women who continue the fight for gender 
equality, and who would have taken up the 
suffragist cause had they been alive at the time. 
Out of this, the idea of the Pledge of Gratitude was 
conceived. 

From September last year, our residents were 
invited to sign, and collect signatures to, the 
following pledge:

“We, the undersigned, wish to express our 
immense gratitude to the South Australian 
Suffragists whose unwavering passion and 
determination was instrumental in passing 

the Adult Suffrage Bill of December 1894. We 
recognise and celebrate the importance of this 
achievement, which gave South Australian 
women the right to vote in general elections 
and stand for parliament, as a milestone in our 
continuing strive towards gender equity.”

I was overjoyed when it became evident that the 
community had taken up the cause. In November, 
at the Civic Reception, which was attended by 
Elected Members, Members of Parliament, Council 
staff, and community champions of the Pledge, 
the signatures were tallied! 

Back in 1894 a petition of over 11,500 signatures 
was presented to State Parliament in support of 
women’s suffrage. The petition pages were joined 
end to end and measured over 40 metres. 

We were very fortunate to be given the 
opportunity to re-enact this event. In March 
2020 I presented our Pledge of Gratitude, which 
tallied over 1,000 signatures, to our local female 
representatives in State Parliament, Mrs Carolyn 
Power, Member for Elder and Ms Jayne Stinson, 
Member for Badcoe. In a similar fashion to the 
original, the pages of our pledge were joined 
end to end, rolled to form a scroll, and tied with 
a purple ribbon in recognition of the suffrage 
movement and a yellow ribbon representing 
temperance.

The presentation took place at Old Parliament 
House during a lovely event, co-hosted by Jayne 
and Carolyn, with our community champions and 
Elected Members among the invited guests. I was 
honoured by the number of parliamentarians 
who dropped by to congratulate us on our 
initiative and felt proud that our residents had 
risen to the challenge. I was humbled when we 
watched from the gallery, as the Speaker of the 
House recognised “the City of Mitcham Mayor 
and CEO, Elected Members and residents with 
their Pledge of Gratitude,” to be recorded forever 
in Hansard.

Mayor  
Dr Heather 
Holmes-Ross

Telephone: 0401 841 000

hholmes-ross@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

Message  
from the  
Mayor

Council Changes to Services due to COVID-19 
(Coronavirus)
As a proactive measure to slow the spread of COVID-19 and to limit face-to-face exposure, the City of Mitcham closed 
Council-owned buildings to the public on Thursday 19 March and suspended some events, programs and services.
City of Mitcham's Mayor Dr Heather Holmes-
Ross said the health, safety and wellbeing of 
the community, volunteers and staff was the 
Council’s highest priority. She encouraged the 
community to work together to slow the spread 
and keep one another safe. 

“We’re experiencing challenging and 
unprecedented times as a global community as 
COVID-19 continues to disrupt our workplaces, 
homes and public spaces,” she said. “Our 
objective is to slow the spread to save lives.” 

At the time of publication, the Mitcham Memorial 
Library, Blackwood Library, Civic Centre and 

Community Centres are to be closed until 
30 April, subject to regular review.

Dr Holmes-Ross said access to the Mitcham and 
Blackwood library collections would continue 
via the ‘Click, Call and Collect’ service and return 
chutes would remain open. To book an item, call 
the Mitcham Library Service or book online, then 
collect from the Mitcham Memorial Library or 
Blackwood Library. 

Other services including waste collection, 
immunisation, emergency response and access 
to our Call Centre are set to continue. Services 
will be delivered by phone (8372 8888), online 

(www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au) or by email 
(mitcham@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au) and by 
pre-booked appointment. Community Centres 
have been closed and existing hirers contacted.

“We have also introduced a number of proactive 
workplace practices to protect the health and 
wellbeing of our employees, including reducing 
face-to-face contact between staff and hygiene 
and physical distancing. This is a constantly 
evolving situation and we will review our 
response daily and adjust as required.”

For the latest updates and advice, please visit the 
SA Health website at sahealth.sa.gov.au.

IMPORTANT 
NOTICE

For updates on Council services, visit www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/COVID-19.
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Blackwood Community Hub Update
Preliminary design for the long-awaited Blackwood Community Hub and Waite Street Reserve development has begun. 
DesignInc, the architectural firm behind the 
award-winning Mitcham Memorial Library, has 
been appointed to lead the design process.

The vision for the Blackwood Community Hub 
is a multi-functional space, co-locating the 
Library, Toy Library and Community Centre, as 
well as additional spaces for events, gallery and 
formal and informal meeting spaces. The designs 
will also result in the activation of the Waite 
Street Reserve, building on the recent upgrade 
of the nature play space, as well as improved 
parking, traffic management and the inclusion of 
civic flagpoles.

The designs will consider current and future 
community needs where everyone can come 
together to meet, work, relax, play, connect and 
collaborate, to learn new skills, share knowledge, 
tell stories and access learning.

This project will also seek to improve linkages 
to the Blackwood shopping and business 
district and create a vibrant and thriving centre 
for Blackwood.

The community has already provided strong 
support of this project via the community 
consultation on the masterplans that were 
developed in 2018, with over 360 responses 

to the online survey, community open day and 
letters of support to Council.

The project has received funding support of 
$5 million from Federal Member for Boothby 
Nicolle Flint in response to a campaign run by the 
Blackwood Traders Association in the lead-up to 
the Federal election. 

The designs for the building and reserve will 
further develop the earlier masterplans, with 
consideration of feedback from the community 
consultation. Council are to consider options for 
two building designs, one of which will have the 
Library on one floor and two landscape plans for 
Waite Street Reserve.

Formal community consultation on this project is anticipated to commence in June through to July. Details of consultation 
opportunities will be advertised on Council’s website and social media and to remain updated on the project you can register with 
BlackwoodCommunityHub@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au.

Blackwood Hub
Ground Floor

Blackwood Hub
First Floor

Blackwood Hub
Roof Top Floor

COLES

COMMUNITY HUB

Left: Artist's impression of the community hub 
and surrounds. Below: (from top to bottom) 
Blackwood Community Hub Ground Floor, First 
Floor and Roof Top Floor.
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City of Mitcham Declares Climate Emergency 

Drink Fountain App to Fight 
the ‘War on Waste’

Keep Cool with 
Interactive Park 
Map
Heatwaves are becoming more 
frequent and severe across our City. 
To respond to this challenge, City of 
Mitcham has partnered with SA Water 
to create an interactive map to help 
you discover the best locations across 
the City, and other Council areas, to 
enjoy the outdoors and keep cool. 
With live temperature readings at each location, 
you will be better informed of how cool you 
will be. At these locations, reserves are watered 
regularly and efficiently to reduce temperatures 
and ensure that the recreational space is green, 
healthy and fit for purpose. 

City of Mitcham 
Joins Cities Power 
Partnership
City of Mitcham joined forces with other 
councils across Australia to commit to 
slashing greenhouse gas pollution and 
tackle worsening climate change as the 
latest Council to join the Cities Power 
Partnership.

Council will report back on a minimum of 
five City Power Partnership pledges that 
are viewed as tangible, achievable and 
economically prudent and align with the 
development and implementation of 
strategies and programs. 

For more information visit 
citiespowerpartnership.org.au.

In October 2019 City of Mitcham declared a Climate Emergency, reflecting 
Council's preparedness to provide leadership for our community in addressing 
the unprecedented threat of climate change. 
In keeping with the declaration, Council 
recognises the need to give climate mitigation 
and adaptation more emphasis in its decisions 
and operations.

We’re already taking action on Climate Change. 
Examples include:

 � 4,850 trees planted across the City since 
2016/17 

 � Corporate carbon emissions reduced by 20 per 
cent since 2014/15

 � 4,980 lights changed to LED in August 2018, 
reducing Council’s greenhouse gas emissions by 
approximately 605 tonnes a year 

 � 60 per cent renewable energy from Lake 
Bonney wind farm to power Council-managed 
buildings and street lights for the next three 
years

 � Stage 1 and 2 of the Belair to City bikeway 
upgrade along Rugby Street complete

Next steps include: 

 � Install LED Lighting and Solar PV projects across 
Council’s high energy use buildings

 � Plant an additional 9,300 trees over the next 
five years

 � Ongoing implementation of water sensitive 
urban design across Council reserves, roads, 
footpaths and stormwater infrastructure

Visit www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/climatechange to find out how City of Mitcham is becoming 
climate ready.

Give it a try and see if you can find the ‘coolest’ park near you, or search for a new park you have yet to visit at  
sawater.com.au/community-and-environment/community/cooling-the-community.

To find out more and download the app, visit sawater.com.au/community-and-environment/byob-bring-your-own-bottle.

To remain cool, hydrated and help 
you fight the ‘war on waste’, City 
of Mitcham has partnered with 
SA Water to develop a drink fountain 
finder app. 
The Bring Your Own Bottle app allows you to 
search for drinking fountains across City of 
Mitcham and bottle filling stations wherever you 
are out and about in the City. 

Whether you need a quick drink, to fill your bottle, 
or quench your dog’s thirst, the app will help you 
find the fountain you need and get you there with 
clear directions via an interactive map. 
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Council Seeks 
Changes to ‘the 
Code’
The City of Mitcham has welcomed 
a State Government decision to 
delay the implementation of the 
new Planning and Design Code 
(the Code). 
Council has outlined its concerns 
with the Code and made a number of 
recommendations to the State Planning 
Commission, including:

 � An alternative approach to protecting 
Council’s State and Local Heritage Areas 

 � Greater protection of the character of the 
Mitcham Hills 

 � Improved policies and mapping of 
environmental hazards

 � Opportunities to enhance residential in-fill 
policies

 � Support for policies that encourage onsite 
landscaping and the retention of trees and 
vegetation

Council has requested that the Code does not 
come into effect within the City of Mitcham 
until the concerns raised within its submission 
have been addressed, a second round of 
consultation is undertaken post integration 
in the ePlanning system, and a learning and 
development program has been developed 
and implemented across all Councils.

A copy of Council’s submission is available at 
www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au.

For more information on the Code, visit 
saplanningportal.sa.gov.au/planning_reforms.

Research Project to Keep Mitcham Cool
City of Mitcham is expanding a major research project with Flinders University, The University of Adelaide and the 
University of South Australia to find out how much water our street trees use and how much cooling they provide. 
Research teams are monitoring sites in Hawthorn 
and Kingswood – at different times during the 
day and night – in a car equipped to measure 
temperature and humidity.

These sites are home to 180 Treenet Inlets 
installed by Council, along with hundreds of 
others across the City since 2015. Inlets collect 
stormwater from streets and allow it to soak 
into the verge through a gravel-filled well 
where it can be used by trees or soak into the 
groundwater. Roots extract water from the soil 
around the well, maintaining the health of the 
trees and keeping our streets cool in summer.

Researchers have also fitted sensors into tree 
canopies to show how the extra water that soaks 
into the verges alters the local climate, and sap 
flow meters are installed to show how quickly sap 
rises to replace the water lost from leaves.

When water evaporates from leaves of trees it 
cools our streets the same way evaporative air 
conditioners cool our homes. 

Early indications suggest that a Treenet Inlet 
can boost the cooling power of a street tree on 
a summer’s day by about as much as running a 
domestic air conditioner for 12 hours.

Council acknowledges the funding and support 
provided by the Adelaide and Mt Lofty Ranges 
Natural Resources Management Board through 
the Water Sustainability Grants Program 2019/20, 
and the ongoing collaboration and support of 
University of South Australia, Flinders University, 
The University of Adelaide, The University of 
Melbourne, TREENET Inc., the Government of 
South Australia’s Department for Environment and 
Water, Water Sensitive South Australia and the 
Environment Protection Authority. 

For more information, visit www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/smartwaterdesign.

City of Mitcham Named Tree City 
of the World 
The City of Mitcham has been recognised as a Tree City by the Food and 
Agricultural Organisation of the United Nations (FAO) and Arbor Day Foundation.
To achieve recognition, Mitcham met the five core 
standards: establish responsibility, set the rules, 
know what you have, allocate the resources and 
celebrate achievements. 

 “Mitcham joins cities around the world that 
have taken steps toward robust and healthy city 
forests,” said Dan Lambe, Arbor Day Foundation 
President. “Trees clean our air and water, provide 
shade, and beautify the places we live and work. 

This designation signifies Mitcham’s commitment 
to being a healthier, happier city.” 

As part of Mitcham’s Tree Strategy 2016-2025, 
City of Mitcham has accelerated its tree planting 
program from 1,100 in 2017 to 1,300 this year, 
jumping to 1,800 a year by 2025.

Other measures include an increase in the 
number of street tree audits and accelerated tree 
replacement programs. 
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Mitcham Community Shed members David Millsteed and Allen Moody with volunteer John McLean.

Bird Boxes Bound for Kangaroo Island
Mitcham Community Shed answered the call to build bird boxes for fire affected 
areas of Kangaroo Island in March.
Using old fence palings donated by a local 
resident, the group made 22 boxes in different 
shapes and sizes.

“I had heard that there was a call for boxes and I 
thought it was a good opportunity for us to help,” 
volunteer John McLean said.

The group also makes wooden toys, furniture 
and a range of repairs and personal woodwork 
projects and native ‘bee hotels’ using recycled 
timber.

For more information please contact Mitcham 
Community Shed Facilitator Norman George 
on 8372 8265. 

‘Street Stories’ 
Come to Life in 
Clarence Gardens 
Gladys Street residents have 
embraced the opportunity to share 
stories from their street as part of a 
unique community art project.
‘Street Stories’ is the brainchild of artist and 
Mitcham hills resident John Denlay, who was 
awarded a City of Mitcham Public Arts Grant as 
part of the 2019/2020 Grant Round to etch stories 
into new kerbing.

As part of the project, John met residents of the 
Clarence Gardens street to find out more about 
the street and its history as a working orchard.

Six stories were condensed into snippets to be 
drawn into wet concrete during upcoming road 
renewal works.

One story tells of a resident who used to collect 
fruit and vegetables from her neighbours to make 
jams and preserves. 

“I enjoyed hearing from residents about how 
much they value good neighbours, and how 
good neighbours create a sense of family in a 
neighbourhood,” John says. 

“The challenges were in scheduling with concrete 
pourers, as the writing needs to be done within a 
few hours of the pour.”

The Mitcham Arts Advisory Group recommended 
the pilot project be supported by Council, as it not 
only presented a unique way to link local people 
and communities, but also had the potential to 
be adopted more widely as a unique form of 
placemaking for neighbourhoods across Mitcham. 

John’s previous work in Mitcham includes ribbon 
art on the fencing at Apex Park Hawthorndene 
titled Four Seasons of Play. 

Go Green and Sign Up for 
e-notices!
The City of Mitcham has launched e-notices to 
encourage residents to ‘go green’ and receive their 
rates notices online. 
Residents who would like to register are asked to keep an eye out 
for the unique code printed on third quarter rates notices. For those 
who have paid 12 months in advance, the code will arrive in the 
first quarter of 2020/2021.

The initiative aims to reduce costs and waste generated by paper 
notices. 

Sign up at mitchamcouncil.enotices.com.au.

At the time of publication, some Council services and community events were set to be affected by 
measures to slow the spread of COVID-19. For more information and updates, please visit Mitcham 
www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/COVID-19.
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Illegal Dumping a Cost to Community 
Clean up and investigation of illegal dumping costs Council over $140,000 a 
year and poses risks to the health and safety of our community as well as to our 
environment.
City of Mitcham is actively pursuing offenders who 
litter or dump illegally in the community.

Penalties range from an on-the-spot fine of 
between $210 and $1,000 to being taken to Court 
and fined between $5,000 and a maximum of 
$250,000.

Littering can include rubbish dropped by a 
pedestrian or dropped, blown from or fallen 
from a vehicle or premises, unauthorised flyers 
or posters, chewing gum or cigarette butts, 
household appliances or furniture. 

Illegal dumping includes disposal of unwanted 
items such as couches, mattresses, furniture, 
televisions and tyres in front of houses, alongside 
roads, on reserves and in our creeks.

See something? Report it!

If you witness illegal dumping or littering, if 
possible record where the dumping took place, 

the time and date, a description of the person 
or people involved, a description of vehicle 
and registration number, the amount and type 
of waste and contact Council on 8372 8888 or 
mitcham@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au.

What about hard waste? 

Mitcham households are entitled to one hard 
waste collection a year with a maximum waiting 
period of four weeks. Residents can book via East 
Waste on 8347 5111, eastwaste.com.au or email 
east@eastwaste.com.

Electronic waste, tyres and hazardous waste are 
not accepted in hard waste collection. Residents 
can recycle electronic waste (televisions, 
computers) for free at various locations across 
Adelaide. 

For more information on how to dispose 
of tricky waste visit  
www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/trickywaste.

Community Wellbeing Groups Seeking New Participants
Are you looking to get more involved in the community? Join one of our many Community Wellbeing groups including 
volunteering to support residents in need, knitting groups or social activity and lunch groups. 

Social Support Opportunities
Opportunities for volunteers and participants 
have opened up in Mitcham Council’s Community 
Wellbeing program to support residents over 
the age of 65, or younger individuals living with 
disability who are experiencing isolation and 
wish to build community connections.

Volunteers are out and about every week 
visiting residents at home for a cuppa, 
accompanying them to activities, shopping trips, 
or appointments. Support is tailored to individual 
requirements. Connecting one-to-one and 
providing a little support to stay socially active in 
the Mitcham community is one of the most valued 
and appreciated volunteer roles within Council. 

If you are a resident looking to connect and build 
friendships in your community, phone Sonja on 
8372 8884. 

If you are a local with time on your hands who 
is a ‘people person’, consider volunteering in 
a meaningful and rewarding way. Please call 
Volunteer Coordinator Lynne on 8372 8888.

Knit and Natter
Love to crochet? Enjoy knitting? If you’d enjoy 
spending a couple of hours on Monday afternoons 
at the Blackwood Community Centre with a 
friendly group of locals, call us now to register. 

Knit or crochet for fun, make items for charities in 
need, and enjoy a cuppa and a biscuit together 
for a $2 contribution. Beginners to experts are all 
welcome, Mondays 1.30pm until 3.30pm, some 
wool and needles provided.

Friday Social Activity and Lunch 
Group at Blackwood
Friday mornings at the Blackwood Community 
Centre are a hub of activity for Mitcham hills 
residents over the age of 65. 

Residents meet weekly to connect and chat, share 
morning tea and participate in a range of special 
interest activities. From gentle exercise to table 
tennis, board games to art, floral arranging to 
guest speakers, there’s something different to 
try every week. Group members are welcome to 
stay for a two-course community meal offered to 
lunch group members. Transport can be arranged 
if required. 

Phone Sonja in Council’s Community Wellbeing 
team on 8372 8884 for full information on 
social group and lunch costs, or assistance with 
the My Aged Care referral process to attend at 
subsidised rates.

Fresh Air, Fishing and Friendship
Over 65 and want to join a friendly group who 
regularly head for the beach on a Wednesday?

Come along and throw a line with us on the 
Glenelg Jetty. Transport provided for eligible 
residents. For more information or to register, 
call 8372 8803. 

Concert and Afternoon Tea for a 
Gold Coin!
Please join us for an afternoon of music and enjoy 
a shared cup of tea.

Our concerts are held on the first Tuesday of every 
month, 1.30pm to 3.30pm, at the Institute Hall, 
103C Princes Road, Mitcham.

Transport provided for eligible residents if 
required, phone 8372 8803 for more information.

At the time of publication, some Council services and community events were set to be affected by 
measures to slow the spread of COVID-19. For more information and updates, please visit Mitcham 
www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/COVID-19.
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Mitcham Village Institute Celebrates 150 Years
This year is the 150th birthday of our Mitcham Village Institute and we are celebrating with a walk down memory lane.
The Mitcham Village Institute celebrates its 150th 
birthday in 2020. Built in 1870, it functioned as a 
school and community hall until 1879. After the 
school was relocated to Lower Mitcham, Council 
used it for offices for the next 30 years and as a 
local library until 1966. It was the centre of the 
district's social life, hosting numerous balls, fetes, 
bridge parties, concerts and patriotic celebrations 
and also functioning as a picture theatre in the 
1950s. Money to maintain the Institute was 

always a problem and in 1960 it was finally 
transferred to the Mitcham Council. The decision 
to restore rather than destroy the building 
was made in 1993. Unsightly additions were 
demolished and the building restored. This fine 
old heritage building is now part of the Mitcham 
Cultural Village and continues to host numerous 
events and community groups. 

In 1889, land on Princes Road adjoining the 
Institute was sold to the State Government to 

construct the Mitcham Police Station. A small jail 
cell is still located behind the old Police Station 
(now the Mitcham Local History Service). A few 
steps further west from the jail cell is the original 
bluestone Methodist Church, built in 1882, which 
is now used as a hall.

Take a look at how the Mitcham Institute has 
evolved over the years.

For more information on our history visit www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/ourhistory.

c1880 1908

1986c1953

2020
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Experience History in 3D
Take a trip back in time using virtual reality 
goggles for an incredible glimpse into 
Mitcham’s past.
Virtual reality headsets offer a unique way of experiencing 
some of the City’s historical landmarks and stories.

‘Stroll’ your way through the Abbotshall Precinct, the Mitcham 
cemeteries or watch a history documentary.

Using the headset offers a highly immersive 360-degree 
view simulating a ‘real’ experience guided by a voice-over tour 
narrator.

Other City of Mitcham locations that can be explored through 
the VR Goggles include parks and reserves, skate parks and 
Council-owned centres and buildings. Our three headsets 
are free to use and can be booked for any of our locations or 
for home visits. 

For more information, please call 8372 8888.

Online History Tours a Click Away 
Using our online history tour, you can experience 360-degree views of some of Mitcham’s most historic locations, 
including Mitcham Railway Station, Eynesbury House and our very own Civic Centre.

Mitcham Railway Station
A rail siding west of the station serviced 
the local timber and quarrying industries. 
The yard was big enough for bullock 
wagons to turn around in. The railway 
provided a means of transportation for 
local goods manufacturers T.J. Richards 
Coach Builders and allowed for the 
Mitcham quarry owners to move their 
huge quantities of stone. The station also 
became a pick-up and drop-off point for 
World War 1 army troops stationed from 
mid-1915 at the Mitcham Military Camp 
on the southern corner of Abbotshall Road 
and Welmyss Avenue.

Eynesbury House
Built in 1880 by wealthy businessman 
George Willcox, the property was 
subdivided in 1920. Since then, the house 
has been divided into flats, then back to 
single occupancy. After being leased to the 
‘Hare Krishnas’ between 1984 and 1989, 
it became a non-denominational co-
educational college.

Waverley House
Charles Mallen, the first brewery owner, 
built ‘Waverley House’ as his home and 
office in 1878. Waverley House is all that 
remains of the Springfield Brewery which 
operated on this site for 75 years before 
becoming Strath Foods, producing butter, 
yoghurt and cheese from 1954 to the 
1970s. It was demolished and is now the 
Mitcham Shopping Centre.

Civic Centre
The original Council Chambers were built 
in 1934 and in 1954 a north-eastern 
extension was added to accommodate 
offices and the Mayor's Parlour. In 1960, 
a single storey cream brick addition was 
built on the southern side. Finally in 2000, 
a redevelopment of the Council offices was 
undertaken with a new extension built on 
the site of the 1960 addition, restoring and 
enhancing the original art-deco 
style portion.

Mitcham Community Centre
Mitcham Public School was built in 1879 
from local sandstone and bluestone. 
The ‘long room’ on the northern side 
was added in 1901, and the red brick 
classrooms at the rear in 1932. The 
school was relocated to Kingswood in 
1981. The building was purchased by the 
City of Mitcham and is now the Mitcham 
Community Centre, including St John 
training, art classes and social programs.

Take the full tour at www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/mitchamhistorytour.

Flickr_denisbin
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Click, Call and Collect Now 
Available at our Libraries
Visit our library website or call one of our friendly library officers to put 
your favourite book, DVD or magazine on hold, then come meet us at the 
library door to collect it.
Our Mitcham and Blackwood libraries are closed to the public, but you can still access our books, 
DVDs and magazines. Visit our website to browse the catalogue and reserve an item, either online 
or over the phone. We’ll let you know when your item is ready to be collected then simply come to 
the library entrance to collect your items. We appreciate your patience and understanding as we 
work together to slow the spread of COVID-19.

To search our catalogue and to put a book on hold call the Mitcham Memorial Library on 
8372 8244 or the Blackwood Library on 8372 8255 or visit  
www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/libraries.

Take-Away and Home Delivery Food Safety Tips
With the expected increase in take-away and food delivery services due to COVID-19, the City of Mitcham is urging 
businesses to take extra care when it comes to food handling.

For food safety and general advice, please visit www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/foodsafety,  
email mitcham@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au or contact Council on 8372 8888.

1. Wash your hands and maintain 
personal hygiene
This is more important than ever, especially for 
anyone working to prepare food for the public. 
Wash your hands thoroughly and regularly and 
maintain good personal hygiene. 

Ensure hand-washing facilities have a constant 
supply of warm running water, soap and single-
use paper towels.

2. Do not prepare and handle food if 
you’re feeling unwell
If you are feeling unwell, do not handle or 
prepare food for the public. You can pass on 
germs to others through food and other contact.

3. Cook food thoroughly
Ensure food is cooked thoroughly, which means 
reaching a core food temperature of 75°C or 
above and/or ensuring juices run clear. 

4. Cool down potentially hazardous foods 
rapidly
Any potentially hazardous food you cook and cool 
down for later use must be cooled as quickly as 
possible. Food should be cooled from 60°C to 21°C 
within two hours, and then from 21°C to 5°C or 
below in a further four hours. To cool food faster, 
portion it into small quantities and use shallow 
trays, placing food immediately into the fridge or 
freezer.

5. Cleaning and sanitising
Normal cleaning and sanitation measures 
will minimise risk of infection. Keep your food 
premises clean at all times during operation. 
Sanitising food contact surfaces is crucial in 
ensuring germs aren’t spread. Where possible, use 
your dishwasher for all food contact items. 
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Blackwood Action Group 
Celebrates SA History Festival: 
‘A State of Change’
This History Month, Blackwood Action Group is offering an exhibition including 
photographs of the Blackwood area from different points in history as well as a 
variety of self- guided tours around the Blackwood, Brownhill Creek and Eden 
Hills areas. 

For more information on the heritage walks and tours available around Mitcham visit  
www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/heritagewalksandtours or call the Mitcham Heritage Research 
Centre on 8372 8261.

Blackwood Historical Walk
Beginning at Coromandel or Blackwood railway 
stations, this walk leads you along Adey Road to 
see some well-preserved tree-lined, residential 
back streets with diverse architectural styles. You 
will finish at the business district, south of the five 
ways intersection at the roundabout.

Brownhill Creek
Visit Brownhill Creek Valley and walk from 
Mitcham Reserve through Brownhill Creek 
Recreation Park to the former market gardens at 
the end of Brownhill Creek Road. This walk may 
be undertaken as a single walk, or in two parts. 
While the going is mostly level and on well-made 
tracks, not all parts of the walk are suitable for 
wheelchairs or strollers.

Eden Hills
Take a walk through the beautiful Eden Hills, past 
the Railway Station, Wilpena Street and Kenny 
Park, then through the railway tunnels. This walk 
will finish at the Rosewynn building in Wilpena 
Street which operated as a maternity hospital in 
the 1920s. Whilst you walk, we encourage you to 
capture views of the sea, enjoy the bushland and 
birdlife and discover the many solidly constructed 
old homes built in the early 20th century.

Waite Street Reserve and 
Precinct Historic Exhibition 
Houses, a church, petrol stations and a pond 
once covered the Blackwood area. Through 
pictures at our several libraries, see the 
creation of Waite Street Reserve, the Senior 
Citizens Clubrooms and Coles, as well as the 
many plans to create a ‘village square for 
Blackwood’. View the pictures and trail guides 
exhibited in windows of the Blackwood 
Community Centre, Coles, shops of the ‘red 
building’ and shops of the ‘white/Health 
Food’ building. This exhibition will be running 
through May and can be enjoyed through a 
self-guided walk.

Self-Guided Tours
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Telephone: 8372 8888 

achristopoulos@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

It is March already and the year has commenced 
with devastating fires in the Adelaide Hills, 
Kangaroo Island and South Eastern Australia. 

Beautiful parts of South Australia have been 
devastated by catastrophic bushfires that 
tragically caused loss of human life, massive 
property damage and the loss of wildlife 
and habitat. 

Thank you to our dedicated CFS and many of our 
staff and other community members who helped 
with the firefighting and recovery. 

I would also like to acknowledge and pay my 
respects to Gault Councillor Jasmine Berry who 
suffered a devastating loss with the passing 
of her father Ron Selth during the fires in the 
Adelaide Hills. I write this with the permission of 
Cr Berry. Thank you to those who donated money, 
time and goods to support those who lost their 
homes and their livelihoods. Your kindness and 
generosity continues to support our friends and 
neighbours who suffered losses during these 
devastating fires.

Momentum has continued on the State Planning 
Reforms and our campaign to try to ensure 
adequate protection provisions are in place for 
our City. I have listened to community concerns 
and proposed that in our official response to 
the Minister for Planning and the Department of 
Planning, Transport and Infrastructure that we 
outline our concerns with its content and reinforce 
the need to protect our heritage and character, 
prevent damaging urban infill and ensure tree 
coverage. During the meeting of Council on March 
10 I moved that the minimum site area within 
the Suburban Neighbourhood Zone be amended 
to 350 square metres with a maximum height 
be amended to three stories for the Belair Road 
Centre Precinct. Unfortunately my motion was not 
seconded and lapsed and the minimum site area 
within the Suburban Neighbourhood Zone was 
set to 300 square metres and a maximum height 
of two storey was approved for the Department’s 
consideration. Neither of the options offered 
really does the Boorman Ward any justice. I still 
don’t understand anyone who would not want 
our block sizes to be a further 50 square metres 
bigger?

Going forward I will continue to put across your 
views on all matters with special focus on Council 
rates, which are coming up for deliberation 
again in March and April. It has always been my 
objective to keep the rates as low as possible 
and this has been supported with the feedback 
I received from ratepayers on a Facebook survey 
I undertook late last year. Most of those who 
responded all wanted to keep our Council rates as 
low as possible. I will honour this and continue to 
argue for less spending and lower rates.

Boorman Ward
Cr Adriana 
Christopoulos 

Telephone: 0423 919 080

khockley@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

Today is International Women’s Day, a day to 
celebrate women, women’s achievements and to 
call for equal rights for women all over the world. 

I would like to recognise my position of privilege 
and thank those who have come before me to lay 
the foundation for the rights that I enjoy. Many 
women are not so lucky. One woman a week is 
murdered by a current or former partner, one in 
four have experienced emotional abuse and one 
in five sexual violence. The cause of this is gender 
inequality.

In July 2017 I moved a motion in support of 
(amongst other things) gender diversity in 
leadership and representation in the City of 
Mitcham, which was carried unanimously. More 
recently our Mayor carried a Pledge of Gratitude 
to honour the suffragists of 1894 to our State 
Parliament. It’s not a lot, but it’s something.

Gender inequality is unfortunately prevalent 
throughout the community and is evidenced by 
an ongoing gender pay gap of around 14 per cent 
nationally and 10 per cent here in SA. I’m pleased 
that I do not see any gender pay gap within 
Mitcham’s executive management team and that 
Mitcham has achieved gender balance within the 
elected member group.

We have a strong culture of volunteering in Mitcham, 
from our many residents’ groups, to our Trees For 
Life people, community bus drivers and beyond. 
Twenty seven per cent of our population volunteers 
compared with 19 per cent Adelaide-wide. This 
is a statistic that is often used to demonstrate that 
we have a connected and cohesive community, 
however I understand that 72 per cent of unpaid 
work is done by women. How good would it be if 
we could get this statistic to 50/50?

While I applaud our volunteers, particularly 
our volunteer fire fighters and others who put 
themselves in harm’s way, I also worry that some of 
the roles undertaken by volunteers should be roles 
that are funded and paid. As a community, how 
do we decide what work is valuable enough to be 
rewarded with payment of a salary or hourly rate? 

When volunteers are asked whether they would 
like to be paid, the response may well go along 
the lines of ‘I do this because I love it and I want 
to serve my community’. Certainly that is the 
response that I give when people ask me why I 
continue my largely voluntary role as an elected 
councillor. 

The workload associated with volunteering may 
make some volunteer roles inaccessible to those 
who are in the workforce and mean that we are 
reliant on particular segments of society, such as 
retired or wealthy people and women, to deliver 
valuable but unpaid services. 

We also press our working age unemployed into 
volunteering as part of the mutual obligation 
requirements. As a child I thought that Australia 
was an equitable and egalitarian society, but I 
worry that my children don’t think so.

Please let me know what you think. I’d love to hear 
your views either by phone on 0423 919 080 or by 
email at khockley@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au.

Craigburn Ward
Cr Karen Hockley

Babbage Ward
Cr Dave Munro 

Telephone: 0403 161 462

dmunro@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

I remember on 20 December 2019 how happy I 
was to finish work. It was a Friday, it was summer 
and I had a few days’ break before starting the 
new year in a new role. 

It was hot that day and I was looking forward 
to coming home and enjoying a cold ale and 
unwinding. But something didn’t feel right 
that day and when I got home the weather 
was sort of different. It was hot and dry, yet I 
looked out to the west and I could see the dry 
lightning approaching. I have been living here at 
Panorama for 20 years, my 12 acres backs onto a 
Council reserve, and it’s a lovely property. The dry 
lightning was getting closer and closer and it was 
the first time in 20 years I felt threatened by fire 
and thought that my property and surrounds were 
at risk. 

Our plan has always been to grab our pets and 
leave. Our plan is also to do as much as we can 
before leaving, wet down the property as much 
as possible, fill the fire fighting trailer and turn on 
sprinklers. When you see the vision of the recent 
fires, you realise that there isn’t really much you 
can do against the firestorms and anything you 
do on the day is a token to what you should have 
done months ago.

We were, in Mitcham, very fortunate on the day 
that we never had a lightning strike in our area. 
Of course there are many on KI and Cudlee Creek 
that were not so fortunate and suffered all sorts 
of trauma and continue to fight on bravely. A 
work colleague of mine lost his paddocks, fences, 
sheds and all of his hay, but he managed to save 
his house after spending all night putting out 
spot fires and dousing falling embers. There are 
those that lost a lot more and my thoughts are 
with them.

As we head into the cooler months it is time to 
assess what needs to be done in order to avoid 
a devastating event such as the one that has had 
an impact on our nation recently. While we can 
enjoy the view of the hills’ green canopy from the 
plains, we need to consider what we should be 
doing before next summer. 

On a sadder note, the chamber has been without 
Councillor Fisher for a couple of months as he has 
been given leave whilst recovering from a recent 
medical condition. The chamber is very different 
without Stephen. His knowledge of Mitcham and 
mannerisms certainly set him apart from others 
and I wish his family and friends all the best 
during this time.
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Telephone: 0432 010 569

ksteele@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

Today I went with other EMs and some Council 
staff to a tour to see a library, community hub, and 
community centre – all in Adelaide and all new 
ones. The purpose of the trip was to get ideas and 
sharpen our opinions about how the newest such 
building in our own City of Mitcham should look: 
the Blackwood Community Hub. 

Hills residents in particular are looking forward to 
seeing what design the architects will propose. 
Because they also designed the award-winning 
Mitcham Memorial Library, we have confidence 
in their work. The first design drafts are expected 
to be developed late in April and the community 
consultation is scheduled for June. 

In relation to the plains I was very pleased to 
meet one of the leaders of the Cumberland 
Park Neighbourhood Watch, Garth Kearvell. 
This new growing group is active not only as a 
neighbourhood watch, but they regularly issue a 
newsletter and have a Facebook page that allows 
residents to post information, messages, and 
other items directly onto the site.

The new Facebook page is ‘Cumberland Park & 
Surrounds’ and is a ‘closed group’, moderated 
page, requiring new members to answer some 
simple questions and agree to some ‘group rules’ 
which assist to ensure that the integrity of the 
page is maintained.

The existence of the Neighbourhood Watch group, 
newsletter, and Facebook page also provides 
an opportunity for local businesses to promote 
themselves, and for older and more vulnerable 
residents to feel included and connected with 
their neighbours.

All local residents are most welcome to come 
along to any meetings of the Neighbourhood 
Watch group, which are held at the Cumberland 
Park Community Centre, and are notified via 
the Neighbourhood Watch newsletter and via 
the ‘Cumberland Park & Surrounds’ Facebook 
Group page.

Like all of us, this group is conscious of the 
spreading of the Coronavirus, so their plan for an 
Easter event has been cancelled. But I am looking 
forward to being at their Halloween event. 

In recent months the Council administration and 
the EMs too spent a lot of time preparing the 
amendment of the Growth Precinct Development 
Plan (DPA). It presents an opportunity to shape 
the planning policy framework and the long term 
future of the City of Mitcham. The application 
of contemporary policy will help to unlock 
significant investment potential and facilitate 
growth and change within the City of Mitcham 
in identified key areas while protecting the 
residential character elsewhere in the city.

Overton Ward
Cr Katarina Steele

Telephone: 0478 076 400

jbange@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

Budget time is upon us again and the focus for 
many Elected Members is the task of translating 
our ‘Declaration of a Climate Emergency’ (made 
in October 2019) into tangible actions so as to 
mitigate against the effects of climate change. 
These actions require additional funding but are 
vital and, longer term, will serve to save Council 
money as well as diminish our carbon footprint. 

Also important to me is to steadily clear our 
asset maintenance backlog. I have heard some 
Elected Members say that this backlog needs to 
be pushed out in order to pay for actions that 
address climate change. I disagree. This is akin 
to the old argument of jobs OR environment 
(used very effectively to promote and justify the 
development of the flawed Adani coalmine). I 
believe it’s a case of both, not one over the other.

So our challenge, as your local representatives, 
is to tackle BOTH climate change mitigation AND 
address the asset maintenance backlog (before 
replacement is needed, a far costlier exercise). Of 
course this isn’t easy when there is strong pressure 
from some quarters to keep rate rises low. 

I have never stood on a platform of low rates. 
I believe residents want ‘value-for-money’ 
rates, that is, a willingness to pay a bit more for 
something that is worthwhile. There are obviously 
differences of opinion as to what is ‘worthwhile’. 
To my mind, it is about providing much needed, 
quality infrastructure - such as footpaths, 
interesting playgrounds, up-to-date sporting 
fields with facilities that cater for both male 
and female players, well-maintained parks and 
reserves, and excellent library facilities - while 
maintaining the basics of rubbish collection, 
stormwater management and roads. 

I also think there needs to be a bit of cream on this 
budget cake, in the form of public art (the very 
poor relation of public sport). Art enables us to 
know more about ourselves, to promote a public 
identity, to entertain, puzzle and perplex at times. 
I will always be a strong advocate for putting a 
bit more money into public art and I have indeed 
made a very modest budget bid this year to 
increase our annual public art funding of $25,000 
to $35,000, plus an additional $5,000 a year for 
maintenance.

Working through and finalising an annual budget 
is never easy but I feel heartened by the goodwill 
I see from the majority of Elected Members to 
view climate change as a real threat and so look 
through a lens which is more than just the next 
budget or electoral cycle. We need to take actions 
now that will assist us longer term to cope better 
with the detrimental effects of climate change 
- a threat to our communities that I trust no one 
denies after this horrific fire season.

I certainly hope that we continue, as we did last 
year, not to automatically select the lowest rate 
rise but to value, and therefore fund, projects that 
matter to our communities, with the longer term 
outlook always in sight.

The Park Ward
Cr Jane Bange

Telephone: 0421 138 540

jberry@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

We are well into the new year already and I am 
pleased with a number of decisions Council has 
made which I believe are in the best interests of 
the community. Decisions that I have voted for 
since I last wrote which have been successful 
included:

Council declaring a climate emergency. This 
declaration will guide future decisions of Council 
as we endeavour to make decisions that seek 
to mitigate climate change whilst ensuring that 
services to the community are not impacted. 

Reconciliation Action Plan. A report will be 
brought back to Council by 30 March on the 
development, implications and resourcing 
required for a City of Mitcham Reconciliation 
Action Plan, which would ensure that our nation’s 
first people have a voice to those in power to 
enable better representation of their needs.

That Council opt in to the Cities Power 
Partnership, a climate change mitigation pledge 
scheme. This partnership provides councils with 
support and guidance to develop a minimum of 
five City Power Partnership pledges which all aim 
to address climate change.

Increasing Council tree planting to 1,800 per 
year. The planting season will begin soon, and 
you will see many new trees being planted. If you 
have a street tree near you that has died, please 
let the Council know via the Council email.

Addressing the asset backlog (mainly 
footpaths). This project has been rolling out and 
I have seen many footpaths being renewed over 
the last few months. This is especially pleasing 
as footpath issues are the reason for many of the 
emails I receive from residents and I am aware 
that some residents have fallen due to the state of 
disrepair of some of the Council’s footpaths. 

Solar panels on Council-owned properties. 
At this stage for Melrose Park Depot, Mitcham 
Memorial Library, Mitcham Community Centre 
and Cumberland Park Community Centre. This is 
a great first step. Although there will be an initial 
outlay, it will eventually save the Council money 
whilst also reducing carbon emissions. Councils 
around Australia are leading the way in climate 
change initiatives due to elected members being 
committed at a local level to addressing the 
climate issue.

The Council is also about to provide its feedback 
to Minister Knoll on the new Planning and 
Design Code – now due to begin in September. 
The Council has really listened to residents and 
Councillors regarding their concerns about this 
code and I hope the Minister takes on board the 
feedback of the community.

On a personal note, I’d like to thank the 
members of the community that emailed me 
their condolences on the loss of my father on 
20 December in the Cudlee Creek fires. It has 
been an incredibly difficult time of grief for my 
family and I. However, I am thankful for the many 
positive memories I have of our time together as 
we were very close. Life is about relationships; all 
relationships take work, but it’s worth it. Take care 
and God bless you.

Gault Ward
Cr Jasmine Berry
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Plan to Pave Way for Growth
The City of Mitcham is updating its Development Plan to create opportunities for 
investment, growth and change in four key precincts. 
Under the Growth Precincts Development 
Plan Amendment (DPA), Council has set out to 
encourage and enable investment in key areas of 
the City.

Following community consultation in October 
and November 2019, the final draft DPA has been 
endorsed by Council and was lodged with the 
Minister for Planning for approval in March.

During 2017-18 Council consulted with the 
community on the preparation of a Spatial 
Vision for the City of Mitcham and Key Precinct 
Structure Plans. The Spatial Vision shows where 
growth should occur and where character should 
be protected.

An important step in implementing this Vision is 
amending policies which control and influence 
development within the four key growth 
precincts.

Structure Plans developed collaboratively with 
the community have helped us to understand 
how these areas might support different land 
uses than what currently exist, or where further 
growth or intensification of existing land uses 
might be appropriate. 

A copy of the final draft DPA, together with 
supporting documentation, is available at  
www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/shapeyourplace.

Council would like to thank community members 
who have participated in the development of 
the Growth Precincts DPA. For more information 
please call 8372 8888.

Key changes within the four key growth precincts 
are set out below.
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 � Introduction of a Community Zone (Education 
Policy) to Westbourne Park Primary School and 
Cabra Dominican College to reflect the existing 
use of these sites. 

 � Introduction of a Suburban Neighbourhood 
Zone, which features minimum allotment size 
of 300 square metres and maximum height of 
two storeys. 

 � Introduction of an Urban Corridor Zone along 
a portion of Goodwood Road, which seeks 
mixed-use buildings with non-residential at 
ground floor and residential above, with a four-
storey height limit.

 � Introduction of a Community Zone (Education 
Policy) to Mitcham Girls High School and 
Walford Sports Fields to reflect the existing use 
of these sites. 

 � Introduction of a Community Zone (Recreation 
Policy) to the Kingswood Oval to reflect the 
existing use of the site.

 � Introduction of a Suburban Neighbourhood 
Zone in the areas around the key shopping and 
commercial district, which features minimum 
allotment size of 300 square metres and 
maximum height of two storeys. 

 � Introduction of an Urban Corridor Zone along a 
portion of Belair Road (from Cross Road south 
to the District Centre), which seeks mixed-use 
buildings with non-residential at ground floor 
and residential above, with a four-storey height 
limit.

Goodwood and Cross Roads Precinct 

Belair Road Centre Precinct
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 � Introduction of a Community Zone (Education 
Policy) to Springbank Secondary College and 
Community Zone to Centennial Park Cemetery 
to reflect the existing use of these sites. 

 � Introduction of a Suburban Neighbourhood 
Zone around the proposed Mixed Use Zone, the 
Repatriation General Hospital and Springbank 
Secondary College, which features minimum 
allotment size of 300 square metres and 
maximum height of two storeys. 

 � Introduction of a Mixed Use Zone along a small 
portion of the western side of Goodwood 
Road (south of Daws Road), a larger area east 
of Goodwood Road and south of Springbank 
Road. This zone seeks medium rise mixed-use 
buildings (maximum height of four storeys) 
which feature ground floor uses that create 
active and vibrant streets with residential 
development above.

 � Introduction of a District Centre Zone over the 
existing Pasadena Green Shopping Centre and a 
small expansion of this zone to the north-east.

 � Introduction of a Suburban Neighbourhood 
Zone near the main shopping and commercial 
areas, which features a minimum allotment size 
of 350 square metres and maximum height of 
two storeys. 

 � Introduction of a Mixed Use Zone along a 
portion of Main Road and Coromandel Parade. 
This zone seeks medium rise mixed-use 
buildings (maximum height of three storeys) 
which feature ground floor uses that create 
active and vibrant streets with residential 
development above.

Goodwood and Daws Roads Precinct

Blackwood Centre Precinct 
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Kerbside Bins - How Did We Stack up? 
Council undertook a city-wide kerbside bin audit of almost four tonnes of material collected from the waste, recycling and 
green organics kerbside bins to better understand how our community use their bins. Here are our key findings: 

What are we doing well?

City of Mitcham residents divert 55 per cent of 
materials from landfill by using their recycling 
and green organics bins. By correctly recycling 
these materials, items such as rigid plastics are 
turned into bottles, containers and park furniture. 
Cardboard becomes newspaper and packing 
products, glass is made into bottles and jars and 
metal cans are melted and re-manufactured into 
new metal products. 

It was fantastic to see a one per cent 
contamination rate in the green organics bins. Our 
organic material is sent to Jeffries and turned into 
compost and mulch products.

Where can we improve? 

Our recycling bin contamination rate jumped to 
16 per cent. This is five per cent higher than in 
2015. The main culprits were soft plastics/plastic 
bags, bagged recyclables, polystyrene packaging, 
clothing, construction materials and food and 
drinks still in recyclable containers. Please visit 
whichbin.sa.gov.au to find out what can go into 
your yellow recycling bin. 

It was great to see compostable bags in the green 
organics bins but this only equated to seven per 
cent of the total food collected. The remaining 93 
per cent is going to landfill. 

By placing food scraps into your green organic bin 
you help decrease our waste to landfill and allow 
the food to be turned into a new product for our 
gardens. Look out for 100 per cent compostable 
bags at your food retailers! 

Not sure what goes in which bin? 

For more information visit whichbin.sa.gov.au or 
contact us on 8372 8888. 

Urrbrae Bird 
Hide Unveiled 
City of Mitcham Mayor Dr Heather 
Holmes-Ross joined Friends of 
the Urrbrae Wetland and Urrbrae 
Agricultural High School students and 
staff to open a new bird hide at the 
Urrbrae Wetlands in October. 
The hide was funded by a $5,000 City of Mitcham 
Special Community Project Grant and will enable 
the short and long-term study of birds, serving as 
an educational tool for over 6,000 students and 
community groups who visit the site each year.

“This is a fabulous initiative that will create a 
learning pathway for visitors as well as a site 
for those undertaking citizen science,”  
Dr Holmes-Ross said.

The Urrbrae Wetland is home to over 60 species 
of birds, making it an ideal spot for viewing and 
studying a range of species including water birds.

The Friends of the Urrbrae Wetland welcome 
new volunteers. The group meets on Tuesdays 
between 8.30am and 12 noon. 

To find out more visit urrbraewetlandlc.org.

Clean Up Australia Day – Thank You!
The City of Mitcham would like to thank its residents, community groups, 
environmental groups, Scouts, church groups and schools for participating 
in this year’s Clean Up Australia Day event held on 1 March 2020.
Sixteen groups helped to clean shopping precincts, local parks, reserves and schools, removing loads 
of illegally dumped litter and rubbish for a clean and safe Mitcham that we all can enjoy.

To find out more visit cleanupaustraliaday.org.au.

Friends of Urrbrae Wetlands Chairperson David Gooley 
and City of Mitcham Mayor Dr Heather Holmes-Ross.
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