
Colonel Light 
Gardens 
celebrates 100 
years of history.

Hear from 
your Elected 
Members.

Celebrate 
spring with our 
‘Get Outside!’ 
school holiday 
program.

Prepare for 
summer with 
Council’s free 
green waste 
days. 
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EV charging stations now open!
City of Mitcham residents who drive electric 
vehicles (EVs) can now plug in and recharge their 
cars free of charge at one of six new charging 
stations. Read more on page 3. 
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Message from 
the Mayor

Dr Heather  
Holmes-Ross

Telephone:  
0401 841 000

Pasadena Community Centre on horizon 
City of Mitcham has taken steps to open a Community Centre in Pasadena following the purchase of the former Sea 
Scout Hall at 47 Adelaide Terrace.

hholmes-ross@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

As a staunch advocate of small business, social 
equity, sustainability and the environment, 
I am delighted that the City of Mitcham 
is seeking expressions of interest from 
prospective partners to work with Council to 
investigate, design, and deliver a community 
solar power model that will provide solar 
panels with no upfront costs to residents and 
provide access to cheaper power. 

The aim is that the community solar 
program will be developed to support our 
local business community by providing 
opportunities for indigenous businesses, 
innovative start-ups and small businesses. 
In addition to encouraging a wider uptake 
of solar panels, the project envisages a 
pathway for community energy storage and 
management by increasing battery storage 
capacity and reducing reliance on the grid.

We are excited that the idea has been praised 
by Andrew Nunn, the South Australian 
Government’s Chief Entrepreneur, and Monica 
Oliphant AO, solar pioneer and 2016 Senior 
Australian of the Year.

Over the last two years Council has delivered 
many projects that build resilience in the 
community and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. Council has invested heavily in the 
installation of rooftop solar on Council-owned 
buildings which has not only dramatically 
reduced our reliance on power made from 
fossil fuels but is also delivering savings 
through a reduction in electricity costs. 

Since declaring a climate emergency in 
October 2019, Council has undertaken 
additional measures such as energy efficiency 
upgrades to buildings, switching residential 
streetlights to LED, purchasing electric vehicles 
and installing public charging stations, all of 
which reduce our reliance on fossil fuels and 
will ultimately save Council money.

Now, as leaders responding to a climate 
crisis, we are taking the additional step 
of investigating the role that we can play 
to increase the uptake of renewables in 
our community. With over 50 per cent of 
community emissions directly attributed to 
electricity consumption, Council believes 
there is an opportunity to have a major impact 

on reducing emissions through a broader 
uptake of solar panels and energy efficient 
technologies. While solar uptake has been 
quite successful in the City of Mitcham, with 
solar panels installed on close to 40 per cent 
of properties, Council is interested in making 
solar accessible to all properties. 

The project seeks to remove barriers to solar 
uptake; upfront cost, lack of understanding 
of the technology and a lack of trust in the 
quality or value of various products, by 
partnering with a trustworthy provider of 
quality systems.

This initiative includes residential and 
business properties, and will be available 
to tenants and landlords. Currently it is 
extremely difficult for tenants to access solar 
as there is little incentive for landlords to 
outlay for a purchase which won’t save them 
money. By offering a solution which removes 
the upfront cost and provides immediate 
access to cheaper power, both tenants and 
landlords are incentivised. With around 20 
per cent of Mitcham properties housing either 
residential or commercial tenants, their 
transfer to solar could reduce the city’s total 
emissions by 10 per cent.

St Marys resident Norah Frost, City of Mitcham Councillors Lindy Taeuber, John Sanderson and Yvonne Todd, 
Mayor Dr Heather Holmes-Ross and St Marys resident Jody Moate.

The Centre would cater to residents of the 
Council’s western suburbs including Bedford 
Park, Panorama, Pasadena, St Marys, Eden 
Hills, Lynton, Clapham, Bellevue Heights, Daw 
Park and Melrose Park.

St Marys residents Jody Moate and Norah Frost 
approached Mayor Dr Heather Holmes-Ross 
and Cr Todd to let them know the building 
was for sale and that it was well suited to 
community use.

Within two weeks, staff had the property 
valued and assessed and Councillors voted 
unanimously to allow Council to bid for the 
property at auction.  

“The support from Councillors and staff to get 
this idea off the ground was really heart-
warming,” Jody said. “It’s such a great thing 
to happen for our area, and for Mitcham 
residents further afield.”

Councillor Yvonne Todd has pushed for a 
community centre to be built in the area for 
many years and is thrilled with the outcome.

“Historically a centre was planned for the 
west, but there were issues with the proposed 
site, and the opportunity was lost,” she 
said. “This is really exciting news for our 
community.”

Built in 1967, the Sea Scouts building has 
existing land use rights as a community hall, 
a car park and large open space easement at 
the rear of the building. There is potential for 
additional car parking at an adjacent drainage 
reserve.

The property is fitted out as a functioning 
community centre with a large hall, foyer, 
kitchen, toilets, equipment store and office.

A report outlining the options and associated 
costs involved in using the property as a 
Community Centre will be brought to Council 
for consideration.

The proposal comes at an exciting time for 
residents of western suburbs who are set 
to benefit from a major upgrade to Dorene 
Street, St Marys, incorporating new kerbing, 
stormwater infrastructure and footpath 
upgrades.

Other projects set to begin this year include 
work on the Flinders-City bikeway, linking 
residents of Clarence Gardens, Melrose Park 
and Daw Park with St Marys, Pasadena and 
Bedford Park and Flinders University.

And work will commence in October on a 
Pasadena Biodiversity Recreation Trail, an 
ambitious project to harvest stormwater flows 
using water sensitive urban design to improve 
the biodiversity and amenity of Sierra Nevada 
and Grant Jacob Reserves. 
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midas.com.autyre and auto experts

Midas Melrose Park is
OPEN for you and your safety.

$50 Cash Back* on any
Scheduled Service.

Melrose Park
1B Price St, Ph: (08) 8357 5088, Mon-Fri: 8am-5pm

*Conditions apply. Present this to redeem.

AVAILABLE AT MIDAS

EV charging stations now open!
City of Mitcham residents who drive electric vehicles (EVs) can now plug in 
and recharge their cars free of charge at one of six new charging stations.
Two bollards with four 3.6kw stations have 
been installed at the public car parks at 
Council’s Civic Centre, Torrens Park, and one 
bollard with two 7.2kw charging stations 
is now available at the public car park at 
Gladstone Street, Blackwood. 

Each charging station has dedicated car parks 
and is compatible with every electric vehicle 
on the market in Australia.

City of Mitcham Mayor Dr Heather Holmes-
Ross said the launch of the charging stations 
was an exciting step in Mitcham’s push to 
achieve net zero emissions.

“We know that there are a growing number 
of residents who are choosing to drive 
electric or hybrid vehicles,” Dr Holmes-Ross 

said. “We want to support them and offer 
encouragement to others who might consider 
making the switch in coming years.”

Dr Holmes-Ross said the rollout of EV charging 
stations was part of a broader climate 
change program that responded to Council’s 
declaration of a climate emergency and 
its City Power Partnership pledge to “fund 
an ambitious and accelerated transition 
towards Council’s fleet being fully renewables 
powered by 2030”.

EV drivers will need to provide their own 
charging cables as well as any relevant 
adaptors, depending on EV vehicle type.  

City of Mitcham has also replaced four of its 
fleet vehicles with EVs.

To find out more about EVs and other EV charging locations,  
visit www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/electric-vehicles.

Free green  
waste days
Council will provide 12 free 
green waste days to assist 
residents prepare their 
properties for the upcoming 
Fire Danger Season. These 
include 10 free days throughout 
October, November and 
December and two free days in 
January and February.
Council may close the facility in the 
event of extreme weather or an extreme 
or catastrophic fire danger rating is 
declared in Mt Lofty Ranges Fire District. 
For updates, visit  
www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/ 
lynton-green-organics 
and follow Council’s Facebook page  
@CityofMitcham. The days will be held 
at Lynton Green Waste Depot at Beagle 
Terrace, Lynton.

The free days for 2021/22 are:

Monday 11 October 2021 

Saturday 16 October 2021

Monday 25 October 2021

Saturday 30 October 2021

Saturday 6 November 2021

Monday 15 November 2021

Saturday 20 November 2021

Monday 29 November 2021

Saturday 4 December 2021

Monday 13 December 2021

Saturday 8 January 2022

Saturday 5 February 2022
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Colonel  
Light Gardens  
celebrates  
100 years
The State Heritage suburb of Colonel Light Gardens is celebrating its centenary 
in 2021. A range of events are planned as part of the centenary across City of 
Mitcham in October. We hope you can join us to look back on the history and 
celebrate the future of this much-loved suburb. 

Colonel Light Gardens’  
war history captured
Colonel Light Gardens resident Gavin 
Scrimgeour has published a book 
charting the suburb’s history as a training 
ground for thousands of South Australian 
volunteers who enlisted to fight in the 
First World War.

‘From Here They Marched – Mitcham Camp 
and the Training of AIF Volunteers in South 
Australia 1915-18’ has been published 
with the support of a City of Mitcham 
Maggy Ragless Memorial Grant.

Gavin spent three years researching the 
camp, which opened in bare paddocks in 
early 1915 and overcame significant early 
difficulties to become what some called 
‘the model camp for the Commonwealth’. 

As part of his research, Gavin searched 
through historic newspaper reports, 
the few remaining documents from the 
camp and worked to unearth surviving 
memories of those who passed through. 

A retired secondary teacher, who finished 
his career locally at Cabra Dominican 
College and a resident of Colonel Light 
Gardens for 30 years, Gavin developed 
an interest in the area’s war stories when 
researching his family history.

The camp, located on former farmland 
that is now suburban blocks, housed as 
many as 4,600 men at a time, over 30,000 
in total. 

The military realised the need for men 
to have leisure facilities and provided 
evening entertainment. The nearby 
Torrens Arms Hotel was a popular 
destination for some when they could 
leave the camp.

When the time came to be deployed 
overseas, they marched along Wattlebury 
Road to the Mitcham Railway Station to 
catch a train to the transport ship at Outer 
Harbour.

“Mitcham camp is an important part of 
the historic landscape of Adelaide, but 
little remains in Colonel Light Gardens to 
remind us of it,” Gavin says. “It is hoped 
to remedy this as part of the suburb’s 
centenary activities this year.’’

‘From Here They Marched’, $25. To order 
a copy, contact Gavin on 0423 644 406 or 
gscrimgeour@gmail.com.

Maggy Ragless Memorial Grant
The Maggy Ragless Memorial Grant provides up to $2000 for history research projects which 
celebrate or inform the community about Mitcham’s history. Up to $3,000 is available for local 
history groups. To apply, visit www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/grants

Centenary archway launched
To commemorate the centenary, a new 
archway has been installed at Oxford Circus 
as part of the State Government’s Springbank 
and Daws Road intersection upgrade. 

SA Heritage Council Chairperson Keith Conlon 
helped launch the archway and shared his 
memories of growing up in the suburb.

“This new entrance statement looks fantastic; 
not only does it honour the original design 
of the suburb but it takes elements from the 
Californian bungalow style that is common to 
this area.”

Keith said the day was a double celebration, 
not only of the first land sales of August 1921, 
but of the fact that the suburb was the first 
State Heritage Area to have protection under 
the redeveloped Planning and Design Code 
and its new State Heritage Standards.

“That’s important to the people of Colonel 
Light Gardens, who value the unique quality 
and look of the suburb; it’s a very special 
place.” 

Member for Elder Carolyn Power put together 
a centenary time capsule, to be opened in 50 
years’ time, and Mitcham City Brass performed 
on the day. 

City of Mitcham Councillor Rod Moss, Dr Christine Garnaut, Keith Conlon, Philip Knight, Member for Elder Carolyn Power 
MP, City of Mitcham Mayor Dr Heather Holmes Ross.
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A ‘garden city’ model 
Charles Reade designed Colonel Light Gardens 
in 1917 to demonstrate the Australian 
application of the British garden city idea 
and the principles of ‘planning on garden 
city lines’. 

The State Government purchased the land 
in 1915, formerly farmland owned by 
William Mortlock, of Clare Valley's Martindale 
Hall fame. 

In 1924, the original layout was modified, 
and the suburb was extended to include land 
west of Goodwood Road for the Thousand 
Homes Scheme.

Heritage protection
Colonel Light Gardens was established as 
a State Heritage Area in 2000 under the 
Development Act 1993 to ensure that any 
future development of properties and open 
spaces within the suburb would be managed 
to maintain the area’s historic values. 

In 2021 new Heritage Standards for Colonel 
Light Gardens were introduced to strengthen 
protections for the unique suburb and align 
with the new Planning and Design Code.

Heritage SA reviewed and updated the 
guidelines, in consultation with the City of 
Mitcham, Planning, Land Use Services and key 
community groups. 

01 Parade in March 1916 when the camp was at its 
largest, housing about 4,500 men. 
02  Lt-Col Dollman, C.O. of 27th Battalion, outside his 
unit tent in the very first days of the camp, April 1915.
03 A unit pre-departure photo taken near the current 
Colonel Light Gardens Primary School. 
04 New recruits, July 1915. All 10 men shared the eight-
man tent. 
05 Soldiers walked down Wattlebury Road towards 
Mitcham Station where they caught the train to Outer 
Harbor for embarkation. 

Colonel Light Gardens 
Centenary Exhibition 
The Mitcham Memorial Library is set 
to host a historical, interpretive and 
photographic exhibition to celebrate 100 
years of the ‘model garden suburb’.

The exhibition will chart the history 
of Colonel Light Gardens using large-
scale images, pull-up story boards and 
historical items. 

A series of ‘then and now’ photos will 
capture the early days of the suburb.

Where:  Mitcham Memorial Library,  
154 Belair Road, Hawthorn

When:  October 1 to 31,  
during opening hours  

WW1 Mitcham Army Camp 
Exhibition
Witness interactive life-sized displays, 
historic images, uniforms and banners 
depicting the life and training of 
Australian Imperial Force (AIF) volunteers 
of the Mitcham Army Camp and in South 
Australia from 1914 to 1918. Presented 
by the Barossa Light Horse Historical 
Association.

Where: Mitcham Memorial Library,  
154 Belair Road, Hawthorn

When:  Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 
October, 11am to 4pm

Author Talk:  
Mitcham Army Camp 
Author Gavin Scrimgeour presents a 
fascinating and informative talk about 
his new book ‘From Here They Marched’, 
the story of the Mitcham Camp and 
the training of AIF Volunteers in South 
Australia from 1914 to 1918. Gavin’s 
book tells the story of the camp and how 
men from all walks of civilian life were 
brought together and prepared for the 
discipline of military life and war.

Where:  Mitcham Memorial Library, 
154 Belair Road, Hawthorn

When:  Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 
October, 2.30pm to 3.30pm

Bookings:  
www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/CLG100

Colonel Light Gardens:  
100 years of a model garden 
suburb
Dr Christine Garnaut, author of ‘Colonel 
Light Gardens: model garden suburb’, 
presents an illustrated talk that outlines 
the suburb’s origin, its foundation, 
evolution and development by the South 
Australian Government as a model garden 
suburb in the 1920s.

Christine lived in Colonel Light Gardens 
from 1980 to 2003.

Where:  Mitcham Memorial Library,  
154 Belair Road, Hawthorn

When:  Tuesday 26 October, 7pm to 
8pm

Bookings:  
www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/CLG100
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Craigburn WardThe Park WardGault Ward

ltaeuber@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

Hot topics over the winter as we start to enjoy 
spring warmth!

Blackwood Community Recreation Centre 
(BCRC)

Thank you to the very many residents who 
have emailed to express how much you value 
the BCRC. Its value is recognised by the entire 
Council Chamber, however there are differences 
as to how it should be managed and supported. 
Council has voted to provide $24,000/annum to 
support BCRC programs for the next 15 years, to 
terminate the existing lease between Council 
and the BCRC and will now focus on assisting 
in the brokering of a better deal with the 
Department for Education who own the building 
and land. I see the final outcome as a ‘work in 
progress’.

A Childcare Centre has been approved for 
the corner of Wilpena Street and Shepherds 
Hill Road. Like many residents I remain very 
concerned about traffic congestion and safety 
at this intersection. It has highlighted that the 
new system for development approval is likely 
not something that residents engage in until 
it’s ‘on the doorstep’. Similar to all councils, 
Mitcham has a Council Assessment Panel (CAP) 
made up of four independent members plus 
one councillor. CAP is an independent body 
with its own decision-making powers under the 
State Planning Development and Infrastructure 
Act. We councillors play no part in decisions 
and there are limited opportunities for appeal 
against decisions such as this Childcare Centre. 
More broadly, discussions are underway 
between Council, both Blackwood schools, 
BCRC, Wittunga, Torrens Transit (buses) and 
Department for Infrastructure and Transport (DIT) 
to improve safety, traffic flow and congestion in 
the precinct. With the popularity of the Wittunga 
playground, 237 Year 7s starting at Blackwood 
High School in 2022 and now the Childcare 
Centre, I believe there is a case to be had for 
traffic lights on Shepherds Hill Road. I welcome 
collaborating with DIT, the Member for Waite 
and all stakeholders to improve traffic in this 
area.

It's exciting to see that the ‘Sale Sign’ has gone 
up on Young Street to sell the gravel patch of 
land west of Drakes. This provides a unique 
opportunity for a developer in this tightly held 
part of the Blackwood. This property will include 
a North-South mall and new shops with the 
white building planned for demolition and 
these businesses all part of the new plans. The 
ability for hundreds of people to enjoy Waite 
Street Reserve, pop into The Hub, do their 
shopping and walk through the new mall past 
these new shops will transform the precinct. 
Drakes Supermarket, in collaboration with 
staff, has redesigned its Young Street unloading 
bay. Council is seeking funding opportunities 
from State and Federal election candidates 
for improvements to Young Street and Waite 
Street Reserve. Over summer the existing 
Blackwood Community Centre (BCC) is planned 
for demolition with increased car parking in the 
precinct a priority followed by construction of 
The Hub. Staff are assisting existing users of the 
BCC to find alternative spaces during the build.

csmccarthy@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

The last few months have seen some positive 
outcomes for Mitcham Council and the residents 
of Park Ward that I represent.  Some better 
news later, but the key issue is the future of the 
Blackwood Community Recreation Centre, which 
has a cloud over it as we speak.

Worrying developments - the future of the 
Blackwood Community Recreation Centre

Due to the decision of non-hills Councillors, 
we face a challenge to one of the most crucial 
services for the hills, the Blackwood Community 
Recreation Centre. On behalf of all hills residents 
I meet, I want to say loudly that this service 
should be a core part of the Mitcham Council 
service offering.

I was proud to have seconded the motion to 
extend the Mitcham Council lease with the 
Department for Education, on the grounds 
that it is a central function of Council to deliver 
community wellbeing outcomes. The fact that 
4,000 people a week use the service makes clear 
how important this asset is to community health 
and wellbeing.

The service also represents outstanding value 
for ratepayers and brings people together, 
which is vital. The service has been placed under 
threat, if the Department for Education is not 
willing to enter a lease directly with the Centre, 
to continue it. If that happens, Council will be 
required to step in and take the lease on behalf 
of the BCRC, and I will do all I can to argue to 
protect the Centre.

Better news –  
low rates passed in the 2021 budget

The Budget had a low rate rise of 2.32 per cent 
and was passed unanimously, representing 
how Council can work best together, achieve 
compromise and value. It’s built on investment 
in communities, with the Hub already funded, 
school traffic safety upgrades and a new Scout 
hall for Eden Hills. 

It delivers large efficiencies, going to $800,000 
this coming year. This makes the task of keeping 
rates lower easier, whilst delivering better 
services, and investing in infrastructure.

Better news – 10 per cent COVID-19 rebate 
passed for affected businesses

I was proud to move and have passed a 10 per 
cent rate rebate for businesses that are suffering 
more than 30 per cent losses of trading revenues 
during the July lockdown. This is important 
because hospitality businesses in particular 
remain vulnerable to impacts from social 
distancing, such as reduced dining formats.

This rebate places Mitcham Council in a solid 
position, should any lockdowns occur again, 
that Council has already taken action and can be 
added to if necessary.

Better news –  
the Soccer Pitch battle has been won

Last time I wrote, I outlined how Council had 
taken a position of concern over the 10 soccer 
pitches for the Old Golf Course at Belair National 
Park, proposed by the Sturt Lions Soccer Club. I 
had been proud to move that motion.

I am even more proud, that with widespread 
community pressure, the State Government has 
agreed not to pursue the soccer pitch proposal.

Cr Corin McCarthy

Telephone:  
0410 886 349

Cr Lindy Taeuber

Telephone:  
0420 372 566

ccheney@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

Recently I had the privilege of attending a 
conference on purposeful leadership with many 
outstanding speakers, one of which was a lady 
named Annalise Jennings who is a community 
change maker. (Watch her Ted Talk at  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=BDk_iiuFQFE).

I was inspired by her resolve and 
accomplishments for a small Aboriginal 
community in northern Queensland and believe 
the principles she upholds are those that 
our own Council and community should also 
adhere to: 

 � Sense of belonging and ownership of our land 

 � Connectedness to our land and those on it 

 � Caring for the whole – the land and the people 

 � Shifting of perspective from problem to 
possibility 

The ripple effect of these principles being 
instilled within the community was far-reaching 
and the balancing act of the monetary control to 
the community values has seen this small group 
achieve so much. 

I strongly believe that our Council Chamber 
has become a much more united front in the 
last few months and I am proud to feel that 
sense of belonging, connectedness and vision. I 
appreciate not all Elected Members will always 
agree which provides a good balance and hearty 
debate at times, but keeping these principles in 
mind, we can and will continue to achieve great 
outcomes.

Currently Council staff are working on a number 
of important procedural documents for Colonel 
Light Gardens which will ultimately assist 
other areas of Mitcham. As this process unfolds 
residents will be asked for their input, so please 
provide your feedback. This will then ensure 
Council can continue improvements and upkeep 
in that specific area and ensure processes are 
being completed correctly and according to 
the Heritage standards which will continue to 
preserve this special garden suburb. 

One great example of this partnership was the 
recent opening of the Colonel Light Gardens 
Archway for Oxford Circus near the Springbank 
Road new intersection. A proud collaboration 
between the Department of Infrastructure and 
Transport, Council and residents who together 
worked on the design and build to revamp 
this park area. It looks great as does the new 
working intersection on the corner. 

Colonel Light Gardens is such a unique suburb 
that I would invite you to research more about 
its history if you do not already know, as the first 
Garden suburb in Adelaide and celebrating its 
100th anniversary.

Cr Coralie Cheney

Telephone:  
0408 219 120
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Craigburn WardBabbage WardOverton Ward

ksteele@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

Green grass on the bottom of a small valley, 
around trees, on the mulch of the slopes pots 
of different herbs and shrubs, further down 
holes already dug with different species of 
bigger trees in pots, schoolkids, Council staff and 
glorious weather. That was on the first day of 
spring at Monalta Reserve in the hills.

We celebrated Arbour Day by planting trees. 
Pleasant work and interesting talks with kids 
and adults alike. 

I learned from Mitcham's Sustainable 
Infrastructure Engineer Tim Johnson that we 
see not “a tree”, but half of a tree. Under the 
ground is the root system, which is often as big 
as the visible part. Until the underground part 
reaches the length of the upper part there is only 
modest growth of the crown. That's the case 
for the trees we have just planted, whose roots 
have grown in a pot to approximately 40cm, 
while the trunk and branches reach two to three 
metres. Meantime the younger and smaller 
saplings need less time to develop roots and so 
their branches can start to grow at a faster pace 
earlier. That's why we finally see in a few years 
almost no difference in the height of the trees 
we planted, both small and tall.

I asked the Manager of Engineering what 
projects are to be delivered in Overton Ward 
in the next three months. We can look forward 
to the road renewal program, which involves 
removal of the existing asphalt wearing course 
(top 40mm asphalt layer) and its replacement 
with a new asphalt layer. Part of Hill Avenue, 
Ilford Road, Martha Street, and Winston Avenue 
are scheduled to be completed between 
October 2021 and January 2022.

The kerb renewal program means the 
replacement of small segments of kerbing (2 – 
10m) along a road due to their poor condition. 
This work is scheduled for 13 streets including 
Dudley and Narinna Avenues, Edith, Regent and 
Wheaton Streets.

In the footpath renewal program there will be 
replacement of footpaths which are in poor 
condition and have come to the end of their 
life. The work involves removing the existing 
path, usually asphalt, excavating the soil, and 
replacing with new quarry rubble and pavers. 
You can expect these works in Lancelot Drive and 
Mead Crescent.

With Council's Community Development team 
I spoke about opportunities for artists. In my 
opinion we have many talented people who 
deserve to have space to nurture their skills and 
show what they are good at, and everybody 
else should have more access to the created 
beauty. In Gallery One there are art classes and 
exhibitions; in Cumberland Park Community 
Centre an Open Studio is functioning. Mitcham 
Library hosts exhibitions and in Lower Mitcham 
there is an active Mitcham Community Art 
Group. We could mention a few other art-
spots, but there are not many market and sales 
opportunities. Do we have enough places 
to create, exhibit, sell art and craft? What do 
you think?

Cr Katarina Steele

Telephone:  
0432 010 569

dkruse@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

There is a lot going on in the community, aside 
from the usual work of building footpaths and 
collecting rubbish. As I write in early September 
we are only a couple of months away from the 
ground breaking of the new Blackwood Hub – 
a $12M brand-new purpose built facility that 
will sit at a revitalised heart of Blackwood.

The “for sale” sign has gone up in the carpark 
opposite and we now await expressions of 
interest from developers for specialty shops and 
a wide plaza area linking the Hub and Foodland 
shopping centre. No more walking across the 
drain between the buildings! 

Blackwood Rec Centre meeting  
24 August 2021

The Rec has been in the spotlight – for all the 
wrong reasons. We are currently waiting on the 
Department for Education Minister to get back to 
the Council on the issue of a head lease and their 
contribution to maintenance.

I have a very soft spot in my heart for the Rec, 
having learnt to roller skate at Coro Parade 
in the 80s, blue light discos and the school 
holiday programs. At the current new Rec, my 
kids have been to kindergym, basketball and 
gymnastics. I should probably start my own 
Strength for Life program. So, I totally get it. 
The Rec is indispensable with 4,000 people a 
week visiting.

One issue raised by some is that Council is paying 
~$42K a year maintenance on the Education 
Department's building - despite contributing at 
least a third of the building costs from the sale of 
the old Rec in 2004. The Baptists paid Mitcham 
Council $935,000 in 2004.

I think the Education Department should 
chip in and contribute to some or all of the 
maintenance, even if Council is the predominant 
user with community groups. Council should 
take the head lease and then sublease to the Rec 
– just like we have done for decades.

Hawthorndene Oval meeting 31 August 2021

A new facility on Hawthorndene Oval has been 
gestating in one form or another since 2014. By 
the time you read this, the decision will have 
been made to either build a multipurpose 
facility for all to use – or walk away from 
$400,000 in State Government  grants and do 
nothing. It's quite expensive for a small building 
at $837,000, or approximately $3,700 per sqm, 
but we need to upgrade the toilets which are ... 
medieval.  

 On Tuesday 31 August 2021 - I’m pleased we 
voted for a slight redesign to be costed. The 
debate took an hour, with Mayor Heather giving 
the casting vote.

And so much more

Four new EV charging stations are now 
installed. To support change, we are initially 
subsidising these for a year.

Finally, a Community Solar program – to 
support our commitment to “promote and 
accelerate a community renewable energy 
transition” we will go to the market for a tender 
on solar panels at no upfront cost for residents’ 
properties. Also in draft is a citywide Tree Plan 
for all our suburbs. 

Until next time, stay safe and get vaccinated.

ytodd@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

In June, I wrote about my strong interest in 
providing a community centre in the western 
suburbs. There are zero community sites in the 
west compared to other areas, where there are 
several. 

My article triggered contact from people 
who agreed and gave me confidence that it 
is a good idea. Unexpectedly, two residents 
from ‘Neighbours in St Marys’ identified a 
possible property for sale at 47 Adelaide 
Terrace, Pasadena, and with the help of staff, 
I quickly moved a motion to buy it. My motion 
was unanimously supported, and Council 
was successful at the auction, so now we can 
create a community centre in Pasadena, behind 
Centennial Park cemetery. 

The building is functional with existing use 
as a community centre, has a car park and a 
large open space easement at the back of the 
building. It will be a while until it opens for 
the community, but the important first step has 
happened, and the rest of the arrangements will 
evolve. I will keep you posted on progress as this 
project is very important to me. It is in the heart 
of my community, and I am so happy to have 
finally achieved this for us.

I have been discussing how staff identify where 
to put new (not replacement) footpaths. 
Many streets in Panorama have no footpaths 
and residents request them. Residents see 
footpaths being replaced when other streets 
have no footpath, and they feel this is unfair. 
I’ve asked questions and for answers to explain 
the process, to be provided in the agenda of 
the meeting 14 September. A higher budget 
for new footpaths is argued at every budget 
planning meeting, but we struggle to convince 
representatives of areas with footpaths, that 
funding new paths in other areas is important. 
With limited funds new footpaths are prioritised 
for where the need is highest. A quick way to 
request a footpath or report issues is by Click and 
Connect on the Council website:  
www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/click-and-connect

The beautiful historic Tower Arts centre on Daws 
and Goodwood Roads has been revealed since 
the intersection was widened. Earlier this year, 
I pushed for landscaping in front of the centre 
and with support from MP Carolyn Power, the 
State Government has committed to improved 
landscaping with art or sculpture in the park.  

Trees are one of Council’s best investments 
for our community’s economic, social and 
environmental wellbeing. An Urban Forest 
update was provided via the 24 August Council 
agenda. It is excellent, and worth reading, 
outlining Council’s accelerated tree planting, 
management of the urban forest and tree plan 
and a review of the regulations governing 
planting and clearance of vegetation near 
power lines. Trees on private property are 
essential to strengthening the tree canopy, so 
to increase planting on private property and 
celebrate Arbour Day, Council promoted a tree 
give-away. Five hundred native trees were given 
to residents and schools. Well done.

Please call or email me if you have Council issues 
to discuss.

Cr Yvonne Todd

Telephone:  
0418 891 097

Cr Darren Kruse

Telephone:  
8278 1779
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Get Outside!  
School Holiday Program
We’re inviting kids to enjoy the sunshine with us at our upcoming 
‘Get Outside!’ Spring School Holiday program.

Nature Storytime
Join us for themed stories, songs 
and a craft activity.

Week 1 Wooden bird house 
Week 2 Flutterby string puppet
Date: Monday 27 September, 

Thursday 30 September 
and Thursday 7 October

Where: Mitcham Memorial Library

Date: Tuesday 28 September 
and Tuesday 5 October

Where: Blackwood Library

Time: 10.30am

Age: 3 years plus

Cost: Free (No bookings)

Halloween Craft
Make ghost shrinkies, haunted 
gingerbread houses, spooky jars, 
glow slime.
Date: Wednesday 6 October

Where: Cumberland Park 
Community Centre

Time: 9.30am to 10.30am or 
11am to 12pm

Age:  6 years plus

Cost:  $5 (No refunds)

Art Flower Holder
Create beautiful flowers to display 
in a 5 test tube vase.
Date: Monday 27 September

Where: Blackwood Library

Time: 2pm to 3.30pm

Date: Wednesday 6 October

Where: Mitcham Memorial Library

Time: 2pm to 3.30pm

Age: School Age

Cost: $5 (No refunds)

For all bookings, please visit www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/school-holidays  

Nature Crafts
Children will explore tactile arts 
and crafts using diverse natural 
materials, seasonal colours, 
shapes and sensory items before 
taking their items home.
Date:  Thursday 7 October

Where:  Mitcham Memorial Library

Time:  2pm to 3pm

Age:  3 to 12 years

Cost:  $5 (No refunds) 

Garden Yoga for Kids
Yoga session with craft activity at 
the end.
Date: Saturday 9 October

Where: Mitcham Memorial Library

Time: 10.30am to 11.30am or 
2pm to 3pm

Age: 5 to 8 years

Cost: $5 (No refunds)

Sunflower Bee Bomb
Make a sunflower seed bomb 
to throw in the garden or a 
pot. When watered, the seeds 
germinate and grow into 
sunflowers.
Date: Wednesday 29 September

Where: Mitcham Memorial Library

Time: 2pm to 3pm

Age: 4 to 12 years

Cost: $5 (No refunds)

Mobiles and Necklaces
Create mobiles and necklaces 
using beads and lots of other 
materials.
Date: Wednesday 29 

September

Where: Cumberland Park 
Community Centre

Time: 9.30am to 10.30am or 
11am to 12pm

Age: School Age

Cost: $5 (No refunds)

Dungeons and Dragons
Join SAY Arts to play a facilitated 
game of Dungeons & Dragons.
Date: Friday 1 October

Where: Mitcham Memorial Library

Time: 1pm to 4pm  
(8 to 13 years)

Time: 5pm to 8pm  
(13 to 17 years)

Cost: $5 (No refunds)

St Marys BMX Ride Day
New and experienced riders 
welcome. BYO wheels and helmet 
or limited number of demo bikes 
and helmets available. Event 
partnership is with Lighthouse 
Youth Projects crew.
Date: Wednesday 6 October

Where: St Marys BMX Track,  
Laura Avenue, St Marys

Time: 10am to 2pm

Cost: Free 

Story Walk
Explore and discover the natural 
world, this short walk through the 
parkland uses a children’s book to 
encourage the imagination.
Date: Saturday 25 September 

to Sunday 10 October

Where: Soldiers Memorial Gardens

Time: Anytime!

Cost: Free (No bookings) 

Free Collect A Craft
Nature inspired crafts to make 
at home.

Week 1 Wooden flower necklace 
Week 2 Scratch critters
Date: Monday 27 September to 

Sunday 10 October

Where: Blackwood Library and 
Mitcham Memorial Library

Geocaching
Families will explore their 
surroundings on a high-
tech treasure hunt using GPS 
navigation technology. The 
perfect mix of “green time and 
screen time.”
Date: Monday 27 September

Where: CC Hood Reserve, 
Panorama

Date: Friday 1 October

Where: Apex Park, Hawthorndene

Date: Tuesday 5 October

Where: Mitcham Reserve, Mitcham

Date: Thursday 7 October

Where: Mortlock Park, Colonel 
Light Gardens

Time: 9.30am to 11am

Age: 6 years and over

Cost: Free 
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