City of Mitcham Bushfire Preparedness Program

Council’s Annual Bushfire Management and
Preparedness Program has been in full swing
preparing for the fire danger season:

* Roadside and Reserves Slashing - Fuel
Management Program

* Property Inspections and providing advice
to Residents - responding to community
concerns, questions and complaints

e Community Engagement

* Expend $1.1 million dollars on fire and risk
mitigation strategies

LEAVING EARLY

IS ALWAYS THE

SAFEST
OPTION

If you're in a high risk area,
such as a property near
bushland or grassland, that
means leaving before there are
any:signs of a fire.

YES. YOU MAY LEAVE SEVERAL
TIMES DURING A BUSHFIRE
SEASON, JUST TOBE SAFE.

CITY OF
MITCHAM




City of Mitcham Bushfire Preparedness Program

Our Aim

To reduce bushfire risk and improve the resilience of our communities against natural
hazards and the impacts of bushfire

How Do we do this?

. Assess and manage fuel loads on public and private land with the aim of fuel
load reduction within the City of Mitcham via a strategic fuel management
strategy;

. Assisting our communities to become more resilient and prepared for future

emergencies, including bushfires through community engagement and
education;

. Increasing the communities ability to mitigate, avoid and withstand the
increasing effects of a natural hazard such as bushfire through activities
targeting and delivering resilience in a number of areas.

CITY OF
MITCHAM




City of Mitcham Bushfire Preparedness Program

Community Engagement is a key part of the
program

* 4 Page Spread in Community News
* October
* January

* Provide one on one advice to residents
to prepare their property for bushfire

e Partner with CFS Community Education
Programs

KNOW YOUR DAILY
FIRE DANGER RATING

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?
CATASTROPHIC

TOTAL FIRE BAN

Most fires can be controlled
¥ There's a heightened risk

W If a fire starts, your life and
property may be at risk

Find out what to do at cfs.sa.gov.au

CITY OF
MITCHAM
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City of Mitcham Bushfire Preparedness Program

ocrosss 1032

FIRES CAN»STAVBT AND SPREAD

and

YES, YOU MAY LEAVE SEVERAL
TIMES DURING A BUSHFIRE

Are you ready?

Fires can start and spread very quickly. High
winds, falling trees and smoke can make
driving dangerous. If you are not planning to
stay and defend your property, leave early to
avoid being trapped in a car or on foot.

Don't wait

USTED:

flf you see smoke, your
"% 7 ‘exit might be blocked.

LEAINGEARLY ® ¥
IS ALWAYS THE

SAFEST
OPTION

Prepare to live and
survive in a bushfire

prone area

As a resident of the City of Mitcham
if you live in the shaded area, then
you live in @ bushfire prone area.

Residents are encouraged to clean
up properties befare the start of
the fire danger season (generally
November to April) and to maintain
this throughout the season.

Slash overgrown
pasture or bush blocks.

<

(reate firebreaks
along paddodk

)
e~ 4 boundarie: .
\}

Prune lower branches
of shrubs to separate
from ground level
fuels underneath.

Getrid of dry gra
leaves, twigs and
loose bark.

Plant orchards and
vegetable gardens
on the fire-prone
Mature trees can help side of the home.

shield against radiant heat
and embers. They must be
strategically located and
well managed.

Remove flammable
items from decks
and verandahs, such
as boxes, furniture
and doormats.

Use pebbles Do nothave
instead of bark | large shrubs
mulch close to next to or under

the home. windows.

Preparing your property

Enclose areas under

elevated decks and

reduce the risk from §
ember attack.

Whether you plan to leave early or stay and defend, your property has a much
higher chance of surviving a bushfire if itis properly prepared.

Burning embers can blow ahead of the fire
front. Many homes catch fire when embers
blow into spaces and cracks, qutters and
eaves or flammable materials close to the
house. These are some things you can do to
protect your property:

Simple steps

® Keep grass short around the property

® Prune shrubs so they are not too dense

® (lean gutters

® Move wood, mulch or any flammable
material away from the house

Move all flammable items that are located

outdoors (doormats, furniture, plant baskets

etc) either inside or away from the house

when a bushfire threatens.

More lasting protection

® Use non-flammable materials such as
pebbles or gravel (not woodchips or bark)
close to the home

® Relocate gas bottles away from the
fire-prone side of the building and turn
gas release valves to face away from the
building

» Seal small gaps in timber decks, screen
targer under-deck areas with non-
flammable screens

® Install metal fly wire mesh on windows
and vents and protective screens on air
conditioner units

® Block gaps under floor, in roof spaces, under
eaves, external walls, skylights, around
windows, chimneys and wall cladding

1
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Free green waste days

0e M

Free days will be held on:

® October 10, 15, 24 and 29

® Novemnber 5, 14, 19, and 28

For more information visit
www.mitchamcoundil.sa.gov.au/
lynton-green-organics

Additional rural property

protection

® Locate dams, orchards, and effluent
disposal systems on fire-prone side of home

® Make sure fire trucks can access property

® (reate firebreaks along paddock boundaries

® Store petrol and gas safely in ashed

® Install diesel-powered underground water
pumps that lead from dams to the house

® (reate a bare earth firebreak along the
property boundary

» If fire threatens, move livestock to a
well-grazed or ploughed paddock
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USHFIR
AFETY GUIDE

R
THE FIRE DANGER
SEASON FOR THE
MOUNT LOFTY
FIRE BAN DISTRICT
STARTED IN

DECEMBER AND IS SET
T0 CONTINUE UNTIL

FIND INFORMATION ABOUT ALL CURRENT WARNINGS AT
CFS.SA.GOV.AU AND COUNTRY FIRE SERVICE SOCIAL MEDIA
PAGES. ORLISTEN TO YOUR LOCAL ABC RADIO STATION.

ARE YOU
READY?

PLAN TO SURVIVE

NKovi is the time to create 2 Sushfire Survival

Plan. Go online to ¢fs.sa.gov.au and create 2

plan to suit your family, animals and property.

You can print copies of your Bushfire Plan,

download it to store on your devicesor the

clox nd share it with athers. You'll geta

reminder to update it each vear.

Your plan will remind you.

® What you can prepare right now

® What to doin 2 bushifire and how early
you'li leave

= Who to tell, where 10 go and options for
how to get there

= What to pack, ready 10 take with you

= Hovi fo prepare your animals

® Howi ta get your property ready, whether
you choose 1o leave of stay to defend

® Back-up options for emergenties

PREPARE TO SURVIVE

® Prepare protective dothing and an
emergenty kit. Have other items ready o
packin the car, including things your pets

<
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willneed. and E.a
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® Ensuie youl property s well
flammable s removed and put away.

= Monitor, listen and stay connected, Keep
updated with current weather conditons
and warnings via cfs sa.gov.au and the
Bureau of Meteorology bom.gov.au, lister
to ABCradio, follow the CFS on Twitter
ar Facebook, or call the CFS Infarmation
Hotline on 1800 362 361

® Putyour pets somewhere they cannot
escape from.

v vehicle is ready and accessible.

= Move [ivestock to well prepared, safer areas.

® alert family, friends and neighbours when
you leave, Tell them where you planto go
and update them when you are safe.

WHAT TO WEAR

Bushfire protective clothing indudes loose
fitting clothing made of natural fibres
[wool, cotton of denim}, long-sleeved
cotton e rts and full-length trousers of
overalls, wide-brimmed hat or safety
helmey, cotton or leather gloves, goggles

YOUR EMERGENCY KIT

Having an emergency kit ready will save you
time, nat only during bushfires, but also during
other emergenies

Consider keeping these essentialsin the car during

bushfire season:

® Drinking water

= Portable battery-operated radio and
spare batteries

= Yaterproof torch with spare batteries

Firstaid kit

= Candles and waterproof matches

= Woollen or fire blankets

Other items to prepare include:

= Emergency contact numbers, saved to your phone
and printed out

mportant documents and photas saved onto a
USB or in the cloud

= Gushfire protective clothing for each member of
the family

® Pets, micrachipped or wearing tags

® Pet crates or containers, spare leashes and pet food

® Plan for when and how you will move horses

Consider prepating a tent, steeping bag and ait

mattress, blankets, folding chairs and sun shelter so

you are safe and comfortable in evacuation places

BUSHFIRE RISK DAYS:
WHAT TOEXPECT

You might lose phone, internet mains
power and water during a bushfire. if

the pnwr—vfmlnynu wion't be able to use
cordless phones, remote control garage
doofs of eledr computers and
internet, air conditioners, electic pumps and
phone chargers,

You might experience N0t wind, smoke,
heat, noise and darkness, embers blowing
ahead of the fire front starting spot fire
Lack of visibility making driving dangerous,
fire approaching from any direction, or
several directions €

vehicles, embers falling an y
livestock on roads.

BUSHFIRE SAFER PLACES

ou, 2nimels and

ushfire Preparedness Pro

ENBERS SPREAD
BUSHFIRES

Embers are twigs, leaves or debris blown

ahead of y tme wind. If they land on your

proparty they can start fires in qutters, under

your eaves or In small gaps around window

dand door frames, cladding and raofing. They

can also burn rubbish, woodpiles or ebjeds

stacked against the house

® Pay attention to amywhere embers

enter

® Seal up small gaps in timzer decks and
streen lager under-deck areas with
non-Nammanie screens

= Use non-flammable material such as
pebbles ar gravel close to the home

IFyou live, work of tavelina bushfire prone aree you need Lo be aware of swhere you can

relocate to if you are threatened by bushiire,

ABushfire Safer Place is an area assessed asa place of relative safety due to low levels of
bushire fuel and distance from bushland of forest and access to emergency, heallh and

Lommunity services

A Bushfire Last Resort Refuge is 3 space o7 dullding which you could go to and remain in
dunng a bushire when you cannot safely relocate to a Bushfire Safer Place. It s Intended
10 provice a place of relative safety but does not guaréntee the survival of those who

assemble there,

For a list of Bushfire Safer Places and Bushfire Last lunﬂ Refuges in e City of Mitcham,

Visitwaww cfs sa gov.au/plan-preg
locations-by-council!

paced/hushire-sater-places/

For information and advice on protecting your property from
bushfire, visit mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/are-you-bushfire-ready

BELIEF:

m going to leave early so
don't need a Bushfire Plan.”

\
BUSTED:

ram

JANUARY 2023

embers
your roof space

SURVIVAL OPTIONS

M cought in a car

® Park behind a barrier such as a wall or rocky
outerop, park away from long grass and
face car towards the oncoming fire front.

® love off the road and turn on your
hazard lights

» Stay in car and tightly close doors and
windows. Run the air conditioner while
youcan

dawin below window level and o

self with woollen blankets to protect

self from heat.

n the frontis close by, tum off engine
ann close airvents, stay below window
level, covered with wool blankets,

f caught in a house or building

® Leave as 500N as possible when safe to do
s0. Shelter in a room that has two exits,
one of which lets you get outside, such
aslaundry, with 3 window so you can see
whatbushfire is doing

® Get low to the floor so you are
breathe texic smoke.

H caught in the open

® Take shelter in a stationary car, plovghed
paddock or dezred reserve

likely to

Pon

HEARING

MITCHAM SQUARE
Book your FREE Mearing Test Today

Experience brilliant
sound with a free 30
day trial of the
lotast hearing
technology
INDEPENDENT Advice from a Local Expert
FULL RANGE of World s Best Brands
NEW rechargeable, biuetooth & ins
solutions

Wax Removal with Gentle Microsu

ital Hearing Alds for Efigible
Ponsionars & Vetarans

ALID 319VYNIVISNS n

You need a flexible Bushfire
Plan in case you can't leave.

or safety glasses, dust mask or amp non
synthetic cloth, sturdy boots ar shoes.

ii 8357 2290
adelaidehearing.com.au d




City of Mitcham Bushfire Preparedness Program

Council Land Management Program
*  Woody Weed Management (Olives)

CITY OF
MITCHAM




City of Mitcham Bushfire Preparedness Program

* Creating Asset Protection Zones and Bushfire Buffer Zones

e Approx 600,000m2 of asset protection zones, bushfire buffer zones
slashed/mowed over 53 reserves

City of Mitcham Fire Breaks - Fice Tracks - Clearance Projects

L
+

'

’)nstanm 400 mJ
m 261

Craigburn Farm

Minda Farm Reserve, Craigburn Farm - access from Gartrell Boulevard

[20 M whde of less where land
owned by Coundi reduces in

CITY OF
MITCHAM




City of Mitcham Bushfire Preparedness Program

CITY OF
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City of Mitcham Bushfire Preparedness Program




City of Mitcham Bushfire Preparedness Program




City of Mitcham Bushfire Preparedness Program

Roadside Slashing/Brush Cutting/Spraying
e QOver 560 Kms of Roadside Slashed/Mowed

CITY OF
MITCHAM




City of Mitcham Bushfire Preparedness Program

CITY OF
MITCHAM




City of Mitcham Bushfire Preparedness Program

CITY OF
MITCHAM




City of Mitcham Bushfire Preparedness Program

Prescribed Burn to Create
Asset Protection Zones and
Bushfire Buffer Zones MITCHAM




BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS
Impact on our Program for the 2022/2023 Season

o La Nina Weather Patterns - Unseasonal Conditions

L CITY OF
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BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS

Impact on our Program for the 2022/2023 Season

o Lateness of the Season and Delay Curing of Vegetation
and Grasses
a

CITY OF
MITCHAM




BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS

Impact on our Program for the 2022/2023 Season

CITY OF
MITCHAM

o Impact of November Storms

& R :‘f»‘ 52 f » * A




BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS

= Impact on our Program for the 2022/2023 Season

o Impact of November Storms
o Extra Fuel Load Generated from fallen trees and limbs

o Over 500 tonnes of fallen timber creating extra fuel management Vi

strategies required

o Impact Both on Council Land and Private Property

o Required Inspections of Reserves and Open Space for Bushfire
Management

o Diverting Resources and Staff to storm clean up




BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS
= Impact on our Program for the 2022/2023 Season

o Impact of November Storms
o Fuel Management Plans Developed for Reserves for the fuel load created

i CITY O
from fallen tress and debris o

o Concentrated on removal of Finer Fuels (smaller branches/limbs,
branches of leaves etc close to assets and buffer zones

o Fallen Timber impacted on other fuel management programs
(slashing/mowing)
o Some areas — needed to clear the storm debris prior to be able to
mow/slash




BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS

2021 Sept 2 Temporal v Split Screen |l

- g 4 ‘a"";-’ A . '__‘ i - . i e N
Remove Fallentimber (finerfuels) in 20 metre asset prot
zone along rear boundaries of the propertiesof Correa St

S e DIe MITCHAM

Ut - IS

Slash 20 metre asset protection zone along the rear boundary
of the properties thatback onto the reserve.




BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS

If Grasses slashed around pile
the fire can not spreadto or
fromthe pile

Example — Pile of Vegetation,
whilst this could catch alight
— if the vegetationis

S .

¥ managedaroundit (grasses
slashed) thefire can not then
spreadto properties—
therefore notadirect fire

Grassesslashedin this assetprotection zone
means we are managing the fuelthat is
creating thefire risk to the assets

'
Al

GravelTrack createsa
small fuelbreak—so

no continuous line of
fuel




BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS
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BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS

= Impact on our Program for the 2022/2023 Season

o Impact of November Storms

CITY OF
MITCHAM




BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS

= Impact on our Program for the 2022/2023 Season

o Impact of November Storms

CITY OF
MITCHAM




BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS

= Impact on our Program for the 2022/2023 Season

o Impact of November Storms
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BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS

= Impact on our Program for the 2022/2023 Season

o Impact of November Storms

CITY OF
MITCHAM
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BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS

Property Inspection and Enforcement Program

o Issuing Section 105 hazard/fuel reduction notices
o Over 2000 properties inspected each year
o Vacant Block and High Risk Properties Identified and
notices provided to them to clean up
o Property Inspections continue and Notices issued to
those properties that are not prepared

CITY OF
MITCHAM




BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS
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BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS
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BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS
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BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS

Key Messages

 Know the new Fire Danger
Rating System

 Know what to do on these days

&
&
&
o
z

KNOW YOUR DAILY
FIRE DANGER RATING

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

CATASTROPHIC

If a fire starts and takes hold, lives
are likely to be lost
These are the worst conditions
for a bush or grass fire
Homes are not constructed to
withstand fires in these conditions
The safest place to be is away from
high risk bushfire areas

Fires can be dangerous

¥ There's a heightened risk

W If a fire starts, your life and
property may be at risk

TOTAL FIRE BAN

Fires will spread quickly
and be extremely dangerous
W These are dangerous fire conditions
W You must be physically and
mentally prepared to defend
in these conditions

MODERATE

Most fires can be controlled

W Controlled burning may occur
in these conditions if it is safe -
check to see if permits apply

Find out what to do at cfs.sa.gov.au

CITY OF
MITCHAM




BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS

Key Messages The three levels of warnings are:

£\
A
A

CITY OF
MITCHAM

Advice

e Understand the Australia
Warning System

Watch and act

Emergency warning




BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS

Key Messages

Prepare your Property

 Keep grass short around the property.
* Prune shrubs so they are not too dense.
e Clean gutters.

* Move wood, mulch or any flammable
material well away from the house.




BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS
Key Messages

Plan To Survive - Plan Ahead and Create a Bushfire
Survival Plan - Your plan will remind you:

v What you can prepare right now = o

: . . MITCHAM
v During bushfire risk conditions — what to do and
how early you’ll leave

v Who to tell, where to go and several options for
how to get there

v What to pack, ready to take with you
v How to prepare your animals

v How to get your property ready, whether you're
choosing to leave early or staying to defend it

v About your back-up options for emergencies.



BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS

Where to Now?

* Bushfire Priority Project Funding

CITY OF
* Scope being prepared MITEHAN
* Will be brought back to the chamber for
consideration

Radiant heat is the biggest killer in a fire. To protect yourself from radiant heat:

e Keep as far away from the fire o Take shelter behind a building.
as possible.

e Cover exposed skin with glass lets the heat in.
natural fibres.

e Stay away from windows, as

How you might feel during a bushfire:

- A = Z
e o L v U ’o ° z
Y v v
e X & ® o
Scared Confused Unable Thirsty and Tired
to breathe hungry

properly



BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS

Where to Now?
* Cross-Council Bushfire Working Group
BUSHF'RE * Shared resources and knowledge
SAFE'E‘Y GUIDE . Shared_learnings and create jointly developed 4
‘ educational resources L.

* Best Management approach to shared assets
and boundaries

e Best practice approach to bushfire mitigation
risk management

* Ability to attract external funding via a coalition
of Councils (bushfire mapping and movement)

* The opportunity to collaborate on strategic areas
of work that will benefit all Councils involved

i®

BUSHEIRE
WHY RISK IT?




BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS

QUESTIONS?

CITY OF
MITCHAM

IELIEF BUSTERS

BELIEF

“I’m going to leave early so |
don’t need a Bushfire Plan.”

~ BUSTED:

You need a flexible Bushfire
Plan in case you can’t leave.




