
City of Mitcham Bushfire Preparedness Program

Council’s Annual Bushfire Management and 
Preparedness Program has been in full swing 
preparing for the fire danger season:

• Roadside and Reserves Slashing - Fuel 
Management Program

• Property Inspections and providing advice 
to Residents - responding to community 
concerns, questions and complaints

• Community Engagement 

• Expend $1.1 million dollars on fire and risk 
mitigation strategies



City of Mitcham Bushfire Preparedness Program

Our Aim

To reduce bushfire risk and improve the resilience of our communities against natural 
hazards and the impacts of bushfire

How Do we do this?
▪ Assess and manage fuel loads on public and private land with the aim of fuel 

load reduction within the City of Mitcham via a strategic fuel management 
strategy;

▪ Assisting our communities to become more resilient and prepared for future 
emergencies, including bushfires through community engagement and 
education;

▪ Increasing the communities ability to mitigate, avoid and withstand the 
increasing effects of a natural hazard such as bushfire through activities 
targeting and delivering resilience in a number of areas.
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Community Engagement is a key part of the 
program

• 4 Page Spread in Community News

• October

• January

• Provide one on one advice to residents 
to prepare their property for bushfire

• Partner with CFS Community Education 
Programs
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Council Land Management Program
• Woody Weed Management (Olives)
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• Creating Asset Protection Zones and Bushfire Buffer Zones
• Approx 600,000m2 of asset protection zones, bushfire buffer zones 

slashed/mowed over 53 reserves
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• Roadside Slashing/Brush Cutting/Spraying
• Over 560 Kms of Roadside Slashed/Mowed
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Prescribed Burn to Create 
Asset Protection Zones and 
Bushfire Buffer Zones



BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS

▪ Impact on our Program for the 2022/2023 Season

o La Nina Weather Patterns - Unseasonal Conditions
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▪ Impact on our Program for the 2022/2023 Season

o Lateness of the Season and Delay Curing of Vegetation
and Grasses
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BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS

▪ Impact on our Program for the 2022/2023 Season

o Impact of November Storms
o Extra Fuel Load Generated from fallen trees and limbs

o Over 500 tonnes of fallen timber creating extra fuel management
strategies required

o Impact Both on Council Land and Private Property

o Required Inspections of Reserves and Open Space for Bushfire
Management

o Diverting Resources and Staff to storm clean up



BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS

▪ Impact on our Program for the 2022/2023 Season

o Impact of November Storms
o Fuel Management Plans Developed for Reserves for the fuel load created

from fallen tress and debris

o Concentrated on removal of Finer Fuels (smaller branches/limbs,
branches of leaves etc close to assets and buffer zones

o Fallen Timber impacted on other fuel management programs
(slashing/mowing)
o Some areas – needed to clear the storm debris prior to be able to

mow/slash
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▪ Impact on our Program for the 2022/2023 Season – November Storms
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o Impact of November Storms
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▪ Impact on our Program for the 2022/2023 Season

o Impact of November Storms



BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS

▪ Property Inspection and Enforcement Program

o Issuing Section 105 hazard/fuel reduction notices
o Over 2000 properties inspected each year
o Vacant Block and High Risk Properties Identified and

notices provided to them to clean up
o Property Inspections continue and Notices issued to

those properties that are not prepared
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Before After 
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BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS

Key Messages

• Know the new Fire Danger 
Rating System

• Know what to do on these days
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Key Messages

• Understand the Australia 
Warning System
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Key Messages

Prepare your Property

• Keep grass short around the property.

• Prune shrubs so they are not too dense.

• Clean gutters.

• Move wood, mulch or any flammable 
material well away from the house.
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Key Messages

Plan To Survive  - Plan Ahead and Create a Bushfire 
Survival Plan - Your plan will remind you:
✓ What you can prepare right now

✓ During bushfire risk conditions – what to do and 
how early you’ll leave

✓ Who to tell, where to go and several options for
how to get there

✓ What to pack, ready to take with you

✓ How to prepare your animals

✓ How to get your property ready, whether you’re
choosing to leave early or staying to defend it

✓ About your back-up options for emergencies.



BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS

Where to Now?

• Bushfire Priority Project Funding
• Scope being prepared

• Will be brought back to the chamber for 
consideration
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Where to Now?

• Cross-Council Bushfire Working Group
• Shared resources and knowledge

• Shared learnings and create jointly developed 
educational resources

• Best Management approach to shared assets 
and boundaries

• Best practice approach to bushfire mitigation 
risk management

• Ability to attract external funding via a coalition 
of Councils (bushfire mapping and movement)

• The opportunity to collaborate on strategic areas 
of work that will benefit all Councils involved
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QUESTIONS?


