MURRAY DARLING ASSOCIATION

Collaboration: Connecting Catchments and Communities

Mitcham Council, SA

Mark D. Lamb
CEO, MDA

17th May 2022



MDA Purpose

Effective representation of local government and communities at state and federal level in the
management of Basin resources by providing information, facilitating discussion and seeking to

inform government policy
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GOVERNMENT POLICY AND PRACTICE DECISIONS

nt drought has taken a toll on communities across the entire Basin. The MDA has
meetings the De 1ent of Infrastructure and the National Water G
he MDA ad d at those meetings the need for greater com
how those two or tions p
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rmers Federation to explore strategies for local gove
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Critical human water needs are the top priority under the Water Act 2007 followed closely
followed by stock and domestic st .

The MDA also participated in stakeholder consultation with the NSW Government in the
development of its Flood Plain Harvesting and Regulation.

The MDA had written to and met with the NSW government, Basin Officials, the MDBA
and Basin Ministers urging all support and encouragement required for NSW to meet this
obligation.

NSW has yet to complete its Flood Plain Harvesting Policy.
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Partnerships

Partnerships are key for the responsible management of Basin resources

TRANSFORMING THE GREAT CHALLENGES

= CSIRO .
= First of its kind in Australia, collaborative OF OUR TIME!

relationship agreement with Local Government
= MDA Local Government Science and Advisory
Sub Committee

Some of the

= Memorandum of Understanding L St sl
= Events ? 5 plans .succesfully will
i require local leadership

and collaboration.

= (Climate Change Resilience Summit

= Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment
= Step change in way they undertake consultation
=  Putting communities at the heart of the Basin

Plan




Region Meetings

Region meetings have a direct influence on policy reform

Regions provide an essential platform for Basin community collaboration,
information sharing and work across regions

Key issues include:

= Regional Economic Drivers

* End of System and Valley Specific Flow Targets souHAuSTRAA
= Inter regional collaboration and 6“‘?
knowledge sharing L“’é;
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2022 National Conference

Collaboration: Connecting Catchments and Communities

Join us in Wentworth for the Murray Darling Association’s 78th National
Conference and AGM from 19~21 September 2022.

77th National Conference
and Annual General Meeting
16-19 May 2021

This exciting event will bring together leaders and decision makers from across
the Murray-Darling Basin.

This hybrid event will provide a range of attendance options. Meeting in Albury
will provide those rich opportunities to reconnect with each other.

REGISTER TODAY: www.mda.asn.au
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http://www.mda.asn.au/

= Developed by the MDA
® Funded under the Murray-Darling Basin Economic Development Program

= Delivered in collaboration with regional delivery partners fk/lﬂ
The program will identify, educate and mentor the J[ - L

next generation of water leaders
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Opportunity for Councillors and staff
to participate

APPLY NOW: www.mda.asn.au
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http://www.mda.asn.au/

Upcoming Projects

The MDA is drivin ;
g and collaborating with key ind i
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community projects in the Murray Darling Ba}slin try bodies to design and deliver

Funding is being sou -
ght for 38 impacte . | |
extend to all communities pacted communities, however benefits will Mur.ray-Darhng Basin @
Resilience Scorecard

We are calling on your support to back a grant submission that will empower local
government, business and communities with local data and ideas to drive resilience,

Science Educati i
ion and Reglona utures (Cen
I F t r S ( tre for Exce"ence) economic development and prosperity in the Murray Darling Basin.

Local communities are responding to 2 series of environmental, social, economic and climatic changes that
5 and community leaders to guide them through

= K
ey partners - CSIRO
call for information and action by government, business an
recovery.

Remarkable times call for remarkable collaboration
elp local communities effectively

Working together, we can gather reliable paseline and informing data to h
manage risk and leverage opportunity. An opening oxists to access a grant under the Murray-Darling Basin
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Vital data and action
The Murray Darling Basin Resilience Scorecard will provide valuable information to strengthen and build on

data available through the Regional Wellbeing Survey and Household Income and Labour Dynamics in
Australia study. Online dashboards will map priorities and opportunities across the Basin and in individual

. . -
Basin Communities Leadership Program

= Regional Economic Diversification Program

= Coalition of Peaks
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