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MDA Purpose

Hon Craig Knowles Chairman Murray Darling 
Basin Authority 2011-15, Forbes 2014. 

“ I f the MDA didn’t exist , w e ’d have t o

invent i t .”

Effective representation of local government and communities at state and federal level in the 
management of Basin resources by providing information, facilitating discussion and seeking to 
inform government policy
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Partnerships

▪ CSIRO
▪ First of its kind in Australia, collaborative 

relationship agreement with Local Government
▪ MDA Local Government Science and Advisory 

Sub Committee

▪ Murray Darling Basin Authority
▪ Memorandum of Understanding
▪ Events

▪ Climate Change Resilience Summit

▪ Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment
▪ Step change in way they undertake consultation
▪ Putting communities at the heart of the Basin 

Plan

Partnerships are key for the responsible management of Basin resources



Region Meetings

Regions provide an essential platform for Basin community collaboration, 
information sharing and work across regions

Key issues include:

▪ Regional Economic Drivers

▪ End of System and Valley Specific Flow Targets

▪ Inter regional collaboration and 
knowledge sharing 

Leadership Opportunity

Region meetings have a direct influence on policy reform



2022 National Conference

Join us in Wentworth for the Murray Darling Association’s 78th National 
Conference and AGM from 19~21 September 2022.

This exciting event will bring together leaders and decision makers from across 
the Murray-Darling Basin.  

This hybrid event will provide a range of attendance options. Meeting in Albury 
will provide those rich opportunities to reconnect with each other.

REGISTER TODAY: www.mda.asn.au
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http://www.mda.asn.au/


Basin Communities Leadership Program

▪ Developed by the MDA
▪ Funded under the Murray-Darling Basin Economic Development Program 
▪ Delivered in collaboration with regional delivery partners

The program will identify, educate and mentor the
next generation of water leaders 

South Australian workshops conducted in March 22 

Opportunity for Councillors and staff 
to participate

APPLY NOW: www.mda.asn.au

Valued at over $4,500 
per participant

New initiative focused on building leadership capacity throughout the Basin

http://www.mda.asn.au/


Upcoming Projects

Funding is being sought for 38 impacted communities, however benefits will 
extend to all communities

▪ Science Education and Regional Futures (Centre for Excellence)
▪ Key partners - CSIRO

▪ Climate ready and Water Secure Communities
▪ Town and regional water relationships

▪ Basin Communities Leadership Program

▪ Regional Economic Diversification Program

▪ Coalition of Peaks

The MDA is driving and collaborating with key industry bodies to design and deliver 
community projects in the Murray Darling Basin 



Questions

Thank you


