
Public Art 
in our Community
Our community can experience art in 
their everyday life through two new 
public art works at the City of Mitcham 
Civic Centre in Torrens Park and the 
Torrens Park Pump Station.
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Welcoming 
New Citizens in 
Mitcham
A Citizenship Ceremony is a special 
event during which citizenship 
candidates take the pledge of 
allegiance to Australia and are 
officially pronounced Australian 
Citizens.
The City of Mitcham hosts four ceremonies 
each year to welcome new Australians, 
including one on Australia Day.

This year Mitcham has welcomed 145 new 
citizens from over 56 different countries.

Our next ceremony will be held on September 
25. During the ceremony candidates are asked 
to make the Pledge of Commitment, this is the 
final step in becoming an Australian citizen.

Members of Parliament and Councillors are 
invited to attend, with light refreshments 
being served after the ceremony.

To become an Australia citizen you must 
apply to the Department of Home Affairs at 
homeaffairs.gov.au or call 131 880.

Will the Mitcham Council carols event be held 
in 2019? YES

I am very happy to announce that at its recent 
special meeting the unanimous decision was 
made that Mitcham Council will host the Christmas 
Carols event in 2019. It is wonderful that the 
community now have clarity about this event. 
There is no doubt that it is a much loved event 
within the community and that the idea that it 
might not be held was very distressing to many 
residents. I feel very proud that our Council 
was able to react so swiftly to feedback from 
our residents and believe that this is one of the 
greatest strengths of Local Government - the 
ability to listen and react in a very timely manner.

I am disappointed that we were unable to explain 
our original decision. I believe that heartache and 
hurt have resulted and I apologise to those of you 
in the community who felt they have not been 
heard or have been misrepresented. I assure you 
that the intent of the motion was not to divide, 
but to explore new opportunities to bring our 
community together.

The rescission motion that was passed by Council 
means that the Mitcham Carols will be held at 
the Kingswood Oval this year and at the same 
time Council will be examining ways to facilitate 
more events within the community. We will be 
looking at partnering with different groups from 
across the Council area and to facilitate or sponsor 

events through both financial and in kind support. 
If you or your group are interested in either being 
a partner or a sponsor of the Carols events or 
another event I would really like to hear from you.

To this end, I am delighted to report that my 
“Share with the Mayor” initiative has been so 
successful that I plan to continue it throughout my 
term as Mayor. I have been available to meet with 
residents for three hours each week and have 
really enjoyed the people and the range of ideas 
that I have met so far.  I will remain available 
every Wednesday afternoon from 3pm to 6pm 
in the Florey Room at the City of Mitcham Civic 
Centre. I encourage you to drop in and have a 
cuppa and a chat. It’s an open forum environment 
so you don’t need to book - just come on in! Of 
course if you feel that you would like to meet with 
me privately you are very welcome to make an 
appointment.

Being available to the community was a 
campaign commitment regarding transparency 
and accountability, which is why I am so happy 
about my “Share with the Mayor” success. 
The other transparency commitment was the 
recording of Council meetings. I am pleased to 
report that I have been using the provision in our 
meeting procedures that allows me, as Mayor, to 
make audio recordings of our meetings. I hope 
that soon these will soon be available to the 
public via the Council website.

Mayor  
Heather 
Holmes-Ross

Telephone: 0401 841 000

hholmes-ross@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

Message  
from the  
Mayor

The City of Mitcham will host Carols on 
Saturday 30 November at Kingswood Oval
Mitcham Council will be again hosting Christmas at our free family event at 
Kingswood Oval with lots of singing and family entertainment.
Mayor Dr Heather Holmes-Ross said “I am 
delighted to announce that Council has 
committed to continuing to host Mitcham’s Carols 
in 2019."

“This Christmas celebration, which has been held 
for the past 22 years, holds a very special place in 
the hearts our community."

“I would like to thank our community for letting 
us know how important Mitcham’s Carols are to 
you and your families."

The City of Mitcham is committed to continuing to 
host and support many events across the City for 
our community.

Later this year a list of events that Council hosts 
and those events Council supports through 
financial and in-kind contributions throughout the 
community will be presented to Council.

This will provide an opportunity for Council to 
consider additional new events that could be 
introduced as well as identifying community led 
events that could be supported by Council.

We would like to thank the community for 
their feedback.

Sponsor Carols in 2019
We are looking for sponsors for our Carols.

The fun and festivity of our Carols event at 
Christmas time has been enjoyed by over 5,000 
people for the last 22 years from the City of 
Mitcham and across Adelaide. Sponsors have 
the opportunity to engage with up to 30,000 
households in our district.

Varying levels of sponsorship, either in kind or 
financial support, are available. Expressions of 
interest are required by Friday 31 August.

For further information about sponsorship 
opportunities or to receive a Sponsorship 
Information Package, please email Nat on  
mitchamevents@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au or 
call 8372 8129.

Saturday 30 November
5pm – 8.30pm

Kingswood Oval, Corner Belair Road and 
Halsbury Avenue, Kingswood.
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Civic Centre and Torrens Park Pump Station 
Get Colour Splash

Our community can experience art in their everyday life through two new public art works at the City of Mitcham Civic 
Centre in Torrens Park and the Torrens Park Pump Station.
More than 60 litres and 120 spray cans of colourful 
paint is now decorating SA Water’s historic Torrens 
Park Pump Station as part of our Public Art Grant.

Situated next to the Torrens Park Railway Station 
on Belair Road, the station’s three public-facing 
walls have been given new life by influential 
South Australian and local resident of Mitcham 
artist Joel Van Moore. Joel, who has travelled the 
world painting public artworks for more than 
two decades and is the current Artistic Director 
of the Wonderwalls Festival in Port Adelaide, 
was overwhelmed by the positive feedback he 
received from the community.

Joel Van Moore aka Vans the Omega spent two 
weeks painting the three sided mural on the 
corner of Blythewood and Belair Roads on the SA 
Water owned Torrens Park Pump Station.

The artwork incorporates unique elements 
common to the local community including images 
of the nearby Brownhill Creek Catchment, the 
native Purple Crowned Lorikeet and parts of the 
pumping infrastructure from inside the station 
itself. The mural also features a young girl, Violet, 
on the northern façade as a representation of the 
bright future of the Mitcham area.

Also featuring on the mural is SA Water’s 
Metropolitan Facilities Manager Richard Mayger, 

who has been a dedicated member of the SA 
water industry for more than 45 years.

The second mural, Pipe Dreams, was installed 
on the shed at the City of Mitcham Civic Centre 
located at 131 Belair Road, Torrens Park by 
Project2Project.

The artwork of oversized pipework evokes a 
sense of wonder. It alludes to the workings of our 
systems, our utilities and the infrastructure we 
rely on provided by our government, workings 
too often assumed and underappreciated while 
providing transparency to the building.

The artwork has been designed to incorporate historical and educational elements from Mitcham. An activity sheet to explore this artwork can be 
collected at the Civic Centre or downloaded from www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/community/grants/public-art 

These artworks were funded through the Public Art Grants Round 1 2019. The next round of Public Art Grants close September 30. To apply visit  
www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/community/grants
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New and Improved Services for the Community
City wide accelerated tree program

Council increased its tree planting program this 
year to 1,800 to improve the canopy cover on 
Council-owned land to reduce the impacts of 
hotter weather brought on by climate change.

New footpaths  
– extension of footpath network

New footpaths to extend the footpath network 
and improve pedestrian connectivity and provide 
safe all weather walking surfaces. 

Extend/upgrade stormwater network

A number of locations have been identified as 
requiring extension/upgrade to the existing 
stormwater network to prevent flooding 
including Goodwood Road and Sylvan Way, 
as well as Stage 1 of the upgrade of Council’s 
hills drainage reserve network to improve flow 
capacity and water quality.

Continued implementation of the 
Brownhill Keswick Creek Project

The City of Mitcham contribution for capital works 
and operating costs of the Brownhill Keswick 
Creek Stormwater Management Board.

Shepherds Hill Road, Hillcrest Drive 
traffic control devices

Path connection for pedestrians and cyclists 
across Shepherds Hill Road from the lower end of 
Hillcrest Drive to the existing path on Sturt Road, 
with the addition of a pedestrian/cyclist refuge in 
the median of Shepherds Hill Road. 

Hillview Road (Kingswood) traffic 
control devices

This project aims to provide lighting infrastructure 
upgrades to improve the level of road lighting 
associated with the traffic control devices along 
Hillview Road to meet the current standards.

Carruth Road, traffic control lighting works

This project aims to provide lighting infrastructure 
upgrades to improve the level of road lighting 
associated with the traffic control devices along 
Carruth Road to meet the current standards.

Birdwood Street/Hill Street roundabout, traffic 
control lighting works

This project aims to provide lighting infrastructure 
upgrades to improve the level of road lighting 
associated with the roundabout to meet the 
current standards.

Quarry Face fencing

Public safety fencing adjacent steep faces or areas 
posing the greatest public risk.

Mitcham Memorial Library - Kaurna recognition 
$25,000 and $1,500 ongoing

Artwork in the surrounds of the Mitcham Memorial 
Library to recognise cultural connection to 
the creek.

Cumberland Park Community Centre  
BBQ/wood fire oven

Installation of a BBQ/wood fire oven in the newly 
established community centre gardens for use by 
hirers, programs and members of the community. 

Murray Darling Association Membership

The Region 7 Adelaide Metro Murray Darling 
Association Committee is a membership-based 
peak representative organisation representing 
local government and communities across 
metropolitan Adelaide. As a member of Region 7 
we represent the interests of our community and 
advocate for sustainable water outcomes, such 
as water sensitive design, that result in smart 
efficient use of water to increase flows down the 
River Murray.

Sturt River Linear Park bridge works

Three shared path bridges as part of the Shepherd 
Court to Horners Bridge section of the Sturt River 
Linear Park, Coromandel Valley.

Lions Bargain Centre verandah

Upgrade to the verandah at the Lions Bargain 
Centre at Eden Hills.

Drinking fountains

Installation of drinking fountains in a number of 
high use reserves.

Blackwood Football Club change rooms

Development of new female change room facility 
for the continual development of the Club’s 
junior and women’s football program and other 
community sporting groups in collaboration 
with Blackwood Football Club and Federal 
Government. 

City of Mitcham  
Annual Business Plan 2019/2020
The Annual Business Plan sets out the proposed services, projects and works for 
2019/2020 in achieving our long-term goals and objectives captured in Council’s 
Strategic Management Plan 2017-2027.
Council is continuing to respond to the needs of our community by boosting investment in our footpaths and our waterways as well as addressing the impacts of 
climate change through increased tree planting, flood proofing and providing drinking fountains.

In 2019/20 Council is budgeting for $63.1 million in expenditure on delivering services as well as investing $26.6 million on capital works with a proposed 
underlying surplus of $1.018 million based on a rate increase of 3.67%. This includes new and improved services with a one-off $3.3 million capital investment 
cost and an ongoing expenditure  of $624,000.
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Investing in Community Assets 
and Service Enhancements
Council will be spending a total of $36.9 million on assets being $21.5 million on renewing 
existing assets and reducing backlog and a further $15.4 million. Council will be spending a 
total of $26.6 million on assets being $15.6 million on renewing existing assets, $3.8 million 
on reducing the asset backlog and a further $7.2 million will be spent on constructing or 
acquiring new assets and enhancing services. 

Expenditure on community assets is summarised below: 

Asset Category Replacement $ Backlog $ New $ Total $

Bridges 1,085,062  21,489  663,972  1,770,523 

Bus Shelters 7,307  52,026  -    59,333 

Car Parks 140,881  28,275  -    169,156 

Buildings and Land 2,203,097  -    2,973,885  5,176,982 

Footpath 504,676  2,795,832  585,033  3,885,541 

IT Equipment 261,678  -    175,000  436,678 

Office Furniture and Equipment 83,367  -    -    83,367 

Parks, Gardens and Open Space 582,171  18,096  691,270  1,291,537 

Plant and Equipment (incl Fleet) 2,567,448  -    -    2,567,448 

Public Lighting 201,057  -    179,563  380,620 

Playgrounds 486,877  -    -    486,877 

Retaining Walls 69,134  -    -    69,134 

Roads 7,356,649  937,599  -    8,294,248 

Stormwater and Drainage  
(incl Brownhill & Keswick Creeks) 75,000  -    1,911,071  1,986,071 

Trail Network -    -    40,000  40,000 

TOTAL 15,624,404  3,853,317  7,219,794  26,697,515 

Rates Summary 
2019/2020
To ensure the success of the Plan and the 
continual development and maintenance 
of our City and services, homeowners will 
pay an average of 3.67% more in rates 
this financial year. This means the average 
residential rate will increase from $1,704 
to $1,766 an increase of $62 on average. 
A summary of costs contributing to the rate 
increase are provided below. 

  Impact on  
 Increase Average Rate

Savings -1.09% -$18.57

Cost of Doing  
Last Year’s Services  
Next Year 2.05% $34.93

New and Improved  
Services 1.16% $19.77

Address the  
Asset Backlog 0.56% $9.54

Total Council  
Increase 2.68% $45.67

State Government  
Cost Shifting and  
Legislative Imposition,  
eg Litter and  
Nuisance Act 0.27% $4.60

State Government  
Waste Levy 0.72% $12.27

Total State  
Government Imposed  
Increase 0.99% $16.87

Council Increase 2.68% $45.67

State Government  
Imposed Increase 0.99% $16.87

TOTAL 3.67% $62.54

Fund My Neighbourhood Playgrounds

Installation of playgrounds as part of the Fund My 
Neighbourhood program at Price Memorial Oval 
(Hawthorn), Waite Street Reserve (Blackwood), 
AA Bailey Reserve (Clarence Gardens) and Downer 
Street Reserve (Belair). 

Increased sporting club facility maintenance

Council increased its commitment to the provision 
of maintenance for sporting club facilities, 
to ensure that buildings are appropriately 
maintained, safe, and fit for purpose, in accord 
with the Leasing and Licensing of Council Sporting 
Facilities Public Policy. The increased commitment 
includes Council taking on new responsibilities 
including regular compliance inspections of all 
electrical circuits and roof access, as well as white 
ant treatment. 

Cumberland Park soccer pitch upgrade

Council’s co-contribution to the maintenance of 
the new synthetic soccer pitch.

Netherby Reserve Tennis Club fence

Extension of the paved seating area for club 
patrons including earthworks and retaining wall.
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City of Mitcham Annual Business Plan 2019/2020

Council has a rate capping scheme available 
to all rate payers subject to eligibility criteria. 
This is designed to assist ratepayers who would 
otherwise have incurred a rate increase greater 
than 12.5%. For details of eligibility call 8372 8888, 
or visit www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au.

Valuations

The City of Mitcham continues to use capital 
values as a basis for calculating rates and adopts 
the capital values provided by the State Valuation 
Office.

If you believe that your property value is incorrect 
you may object within 60 days of receiving your 
first rates notice.

Objections must be forwarded to the State 
Valuation Office:

Mail:  GPO Box 1354, Adelaide SA 5001 
Phone: 1300 653 346 
Fax:  08 8115 5709 
Email: lsgobjections@sa.gov.au 
Website: www.landservices.sa.gov.au

Please note that Council has no role in 
this process.

Rates Based on Land Use (Differential Rate)

Council uses land use as a factor to apply 
differential rates. If you believe a property has 
been incorrectly classified as to its land use then 
a written objection may be made (to the Council) 
within 60 days of receiving the notice. Council 

may, for good reason determine to accept an 
objection lodged outside this time period.

For 2019/20 the following rates will apply for 
different land use types:

 � Residential, Primary Production and Other Land 
– 0.285333 cents in the dollar on the capital 
value of rateable land

 � Commercial/Industrial and Vacant Land – 
0.590634 cents in the dollar on the capital 
value of rateable land

Council has also fixed a minimum amount 
payable by way of the general rates of $1,077.00.

Rebates

Rebates are available to eligible properties, 
Council has a Postponement of Rates for Seniors 
Scheme and also applies a rate capping scheme to 
all properties to ensure that significant increases 
in rates are moderated over time.

State Government Waste Levy

Council is committed to exploring opportunities 
to reduce the amount of waste sent to landfill 
primarily for the benefit of the environment and 
to minimise the impact of the State Government 
waste levy.

Capital Works Program

Belair
Belair Community Centre

Belair Scouts

Culley Avenue

Downer Street Reserve

Hannaford Barn

Main Road

Monalta Drive

Pine Grove

Sheoak Road

Upper Sturt

Windy Point  
Bellevue Heights
Manson Oval – Bellevue Heights 
Tennis Club

Blackwood
Adey Road

Blackwood Bowling Club

Blackwood Community Centre

Blackwood Hill Oval

Brigalow Avenue

Brighton Parade

Cumming Street

Gamble Cottage

Hillside Road

Hewett Sports Ground

Hewett Reserve

Main Road

St George House Kindergarten

Simla Parade

Waite Street

Waite Street Reserve

Wolseley Road

Brownhill Creek
Tilleys Hill Road

Clapham
Austin Street

Maud Street

Moody Street

Mortlock Street

Murray Street

Myers Avenue

Sturt Avenue

Toronto Avenue

Windsor Avenue

Winnall Street

Clarence Gardens
AA Bailey Reserve

Avenue Road Reserve

Ackland Avenue

Bideford Avenue
Clarence Gardens 
Bowling Club
Dinwoodie Avenue

Gladys Avenue

Leith Avenue

Neville Avenue

Nieass Tennis Clubroom

Colonel Light Gardens
Colonel Light Gardens Bowling 
Club
Colonel Light Gardens Guide Hall

Colonel Light Gardens Institute

Doncaster Avenue

Dorset Avenue

Eton Street

Hereford Place
Kandahar and Salisbury 
South Lane
Kandahar Crescent

Kent Road Reserve

Lancaster Avenue

Mortlock Park

Penang Avenue Hall

Piccadilly Crescent

Reade Park Bowling Club

Rochester Avenue

Salisbury Crescent

The Strand South Lane

Tidworth Crescent

West Parkway

Windsor Avenue

Coromandel Valley
Coromandel Parade

Main Road

Sturt River Linear Park

Winns Bakery and Outhouses

Craigburn Farm
Bonython Way

Bright Place

Brookman Court

Highfield Drive

Quarry Fencing

Rogerson Court

Cumberland Park
Alexander Avenue

Avenue Road

Caufield Avenue

Cumberland Avenue
Cumberland Park Community 
Centre
Goodwood Road

Hope Ward Tennis Clubroom

Little Street

Thulara Street

Tweed Street

Westbourne Park Memorial Hall

Daw Park
Elder Street

Francis Street
Goodwood Road Stage 1 – Aver 
Avenue
Milne Street

Eden Hills
Barunga Street

Blackwood Lions Club Shed

Colebrook  

Legend
Buildings

Footpaths

Parks, Gardens and 
Open Space

Playgrounds

Roads

Sport and Recreation Facilities

Stormwater

Retaining Walls

Bridges

Bus Shelters

Car Parks

Public Lighting
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Karinya Reserve

Murtoa Road

Northcote Road

Parham Road
Shepherds Hill Road / 
Hillcrest Drive
Glenalta
Belair Guides

Glengarry Avenue

Hollywood Way

Main Road

Margaret Street

Sun Valley Drive

Sylvan Way

Hawthorn
Bowillia Avenue

Egmont Terrace

Garwood Avenue

Hale Avenue

Hawthorn Community Centre

Jeffrey Street

Jervois Street

King Edward Avenue

Price Memorial Oval

Soldiers' Memorial

St Georges House Kindergarten

Hawthorndene
Acacia Road

Acorn Road

Birch Lane

Hewett Avenue

Main Road

Myrtle Road

Oak Crescent
Sycamore Crescent 
Service Road
Watahuna Avenue

Wattle Avenue

Willow Lane

Ironbank
Pole Road

Kingswood
Balham Reserve Tennis Courts

Hillview Road

Kingswood Oval
Kingswood Sport and Social 
Club
Lower Mitcham
Emily Avenue

Holme Street

Hood Street

Mitcham Community Centre

Mitcham Railway Precinct

Price Avenue

Sizer Street

Wesley Street

Lynton
Lynton Depot SES

Melrose Park
Cudmore Court

Ferry Avenue

Margaret Court

Regent Street

Richmond Avenue

Rowell Road

Wheaton Road

Mitcham
Birdwood Street
Birdwood Street /
Hill Street Roundabout
Brownhill Creek Road

Lochness Avenue

Lorraine Avenue

McElligotts Reserve

Mitcham Cultural Village

Old Belair Road

Pages Road

Netherby
Finlayson Street

Netherby Avenue

Netherby Reserve

Netherby Tennis Clubroom

Smith-Dorrien Street

Panorama
Alma Street

Butler Avenue

CC Hood Reserve

Doris Street

Eliza Place

Hillview Avenue

Moriane Street

Ontario Avenue

Panorama Drive

Shepley Avenue

Vancouver Avenue

Pasadena
Branson Reserve

Cash Grove

Cashel Street

Day Drive

Forbes Street

Gunther Parade

Magdalene Terrace

Naomi Terrace

Quinlan Avenue

Ritz Boulevard

Western Avenue

St Marys
Crystal Avenue

Dennis Street

Donald Street

Dorene Street

Mingbool Avenue
Norman Reserve Baseball 
Clubroom
Pasadena Crescent

Rothesay Avenue

St Marys Oval

St Marys Street

Styles Avenue

Thurles Street

Springfield
Meadowvale Road

Torrens Park
Balkissoch Road

Ballogie Road

Blythewood Road

Carruth Road

Fife Avenue

George Street

Kays Road

Lochness/Paisley Road

Lochwinnoch Avenue

Lois Avenue

Muggs Hill Road

Normans Reserve

Norrie Street

Paisley Avenue

Springbank Road (service lane)

Sutton Gardens

Westbourne Park
Carlisle Road

Richmond Road Memorial Hall

Shearer Avenue

Tidworth Reserve
Westbourne Park Guide Hall / 
Richmond Road Memorial Hall

Capital Works Program

For further information on Council’s Annual Business Plan and Rating and Financial 
Management Policies visit www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au or call 8372 8888.

Further Information

For further information on Council’s Annual 
Business Plan, Long Term Financial Plan or Rates 
please visit www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au 
or call Council’s Customer Service Centre on 
8372 8888.

City of Mitcham 
131 Belair Road, Torrens Park

Phone: 8372 8888 
Fax: 8372 8101 
Email: mitcham@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au 
Website: www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

How Rates are Spent  
Based on an Average Rates of $1,766.61

  $381.53  Transport and Traffic

  $185.32  Waste Services (incl Waste Levy)

  $139.14  Community Services and Events

  $117.50  Parks, Gardens and Open Space

  $108.67  Environmental Management

  $94.93 Financial Management and 
Compliance

  $92.83 Systems, Technology and Continuous 
Improvement

  $90.87  Library Services

  $86.26  Development Services

  $75.07  Organisational Support

  $67.63  Stormwater Management

  $53.78  Building Assets

  $48.22  NRM Levy

  $45.27  Governance and Audit

  $44.44  Customer Service and 
Communications

  $35.44  City Maintenance

  $26.82  Sports Facilities Assets

  $20.42  Public Health and Safety

  $17.62  New Services

  $17.53  Debt Servicing 

  $17.51  Dog and Cat Management

  $11.86  Operating Projects

  $2.06  Heritage Services

  $-14.12  Efficiency Savings

Income
Rates income is the major source 
of funding used to provide a 
range of essential everyday 
services to the community with 
$54.7 million (excluding NRM 
Levy) being raised from rates and 
$7.8 million from other sources 
including user fees and charges 
and State and Federal Grants.

  84.7% Rates

  2.7% NRM Levy

  2.9% Statutory charges

  0.9% User charges

  6.9% Grants, subsidies and  contributions

  0.1% Investment income

  0.3% Reimbursements

  0.9% Other revenue

  0.6% Waste Levy
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School Holidays in Mitcham 
Join in the fun during the October school holidays….

T +61 8 8372 8888 | www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/communitycentres | communitycentres@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

For more information visit www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/communitycentres or 
contact communitycentres@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

Halloween 
Come along and let the kids be immersed in 
everything Halloween. Activities will include 
games, baking and craft. This is an event provided 
by the Scouts SA engagement team.

Date: Wednesday 9 October 

Where: Cumberland Park Community 
Centre, Westbourne Park Memorial 
Hall, 388 Goodwood Road, 
Cumberland Park

Time: 9am to 5pm

Cost: $30. Lunch included

Bookings: www.trybooking.com/BEDHB

@mitchamcommunitycentres

Paper Marbling Workshop
Join in the fun and discover the ancient art of 
paper marbling. Learn the history of paper 
marbling and create to take home your own 
samples and learn several different techniques. 
Wear a smock or clothes that can be marked. 
Suitable for ages 6 to 12.

Date: Thursday 3 October

Where: Mitcham Cultural Village, Local History 
Service, 103 Princes Road, Mitcham

Time: 10am to 12pm or 12pm to 1.30pm

Cost: Free

Bookings:  Registrations limited call 8372 8888.

Sticky Note Art
Join artist AiYuKot Khom and help design a 
sticky note wall art. In groups, help create large 
artworks. Before the workshop you will have 
an opportunity to submit design suggestions 
including photos, sketches or descriptions. 
Recommended for ages 11 years and over.

Date: Tuesday 2 October

Where: Cumberland Park Community Centre, 
388 Goodwood Road, 
Cumberland Park

Time: 9am to 12pm

Cost: Free

RSVP: 8372 8888

Hiking
Get the kids outdoors these school holidays and 
onto Mitcham’s beautiful hiking trail in Brownhill 
Creek. This full day program will start and end at 
the Mitcham Cultural Village with lunch included. 
This is an event provided by the Scouts SA 
engagement team.

Date: Thursday 10 October

Where: Mitcham Cultural Village, 103 Princes 
Road, Mitcham.

Time: 9am to 5pm

Cost: $30. Lunch included

Bookings: Visit www.trybooking.com/BEDHB

Halloween Makeup 
Learn the tips and techniques to look the part this 
Halloween. You will learn basic scar and latex 
application and be totally hands on. Latex, blood 
and anything else you require will be provided. 
Recommended for ages 10 years and over.

Date: Friday 11 October

Where: Cumberland Park Community Centre. 
388 Goodwood Road, Cumberland 
Park

Time: 9.30am to 11.30am

Cost: Free

RSVP: 8372 8888

Woodwork for Kids
A fun workshop to learn woodworking skills. 
Create peg puzzles, marble-based games, boxes, 
wheeled vehicles and boxed-based games or 
native bee hotels at the Mitcham Community Shed 
these school holidays. Suitable for children aged 
8 to 12 years.

Date: Monday 30 September 
Thursday 3 October 
Wednesday 9 October

Where: Mitcham Cultural Village Community 
Shed, 103 Princes Road, Mitcham.

Time: 9am to 12pm

Cost: $15

Bookings: ngeorge@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au
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Drawing Workshop
Learn how to draw with Paul 
Rutter during the October School 
Holidays.
Discover the joy of drawing at the Blackwood 
Library on Tuesday 8 October or at the Mitcham 
Memorial Library on Wednesday 9 October. 
Both sessions will be held at 2pm. School 
aged children. Cost $5 per child. Bookings 
with payment essential. 

To book contact Blackwood Library on 
8372 8255 or Mitcham Memorial Library on 
8372 8244.

Storytime for 
Preschoolers
Storytime and craft sessions for 
preschoolers are held weekly 
at the Mitcham and Blackwood 
Libraries.
Sessions, which are sometimes noisy, 
sometimes crazy, but they are always fun, are 
held at the Blackwood Library on Tuesday and 
Wednesday at 10.30am and at the Mitcham 
Memorial Library on Monday and Thursday 
at 10.30am.

Preschoolers, with their parents, grandparents 
or caregivers, are entertained for an hour 
with stories, songs and craft. It is a great 
opportunity to meet other local families and 
enjoy quality time with your child.

For details about session times and 
locations please contact Blackwood 
Library on 8372 8255 or Mitcham Library on 
8372 8244.

Wednesday Walking Group
If you enjoy fresh air and sightseeing join our volunteer walking group 
every Wednesday from 9.15am to 12pm leaving from the Mitcham 
Community Centre.
Women and men of all ages are welcome. The group breaks into sub groups based on ability and 
takes walks across Adelaide.

For more information contact Lynne Norton, Coordinator Volunteer Services on 8372 8888.

Blackwood Library
215 Main Road, Blackwood SA 5051
Phone: 8372 8255

Blackwood Toy Library
Blackwood Community Centre
4 Young Street, Blackwood SA 5051
Phone: 8278 6997 

Mitcham Memorial Library  
and Toy Library
154 Belair Road, Hawthorn SA 5062
Phone: 8372 8244

Volunteer for our English Speaking Classes
The Cumberland Park Community Centre is seeking a volunteer to host English 
Speaking Classes on either Wednesdays or Thursdays.
These new classes are aimed at adults who would like to improve their English conversation skills (and 
whose first language is not English). 

If you are interested in helping residents improve their English language skills or would like more 
information please contact Volunteer Coordinator Lynne Norton on 8372 8888.

The Cumberland Park Community Centre is located at 388 Goodwood Road, Cumberland Park.

What’s On at the Cumberland Park 
Community Centre
Come along to Cumberland Park Community Centre each Wednesday; with 
a new program delivered in partnership with ECH we are sure you will find 
something to do.

Tea and Toasties
10.30am to 12pm

Enjoy a morning with locals in your area over a 
hot cuppa and a toastie, generously sponsored 
by Woolworths Cumberland Park. Be surprised 
weekly with what’s on offer with various activities 
available and the occasional guest speaker. All 
ages welcome. Free.

Community Tai Chi 
and Mindfulness with Dean
9.30am

Join our community Tai Chi mindfulness class each 
Wednesday morning. Dean is a registered Tai Chi 
instructor so you will be in good hands to learn 
this ancient craft. $7 per class or $50 for term.

Knitting and Crochet
9.30am to 11.30am

Come and knit warm beanies and scarves for 
some of Adelaide’s homeless or work on your 
own project with help from June and Julie. This 
community led group is a great way for beginners 
and experienced knitters to come together and 
learn from one another. It’s also a great way to 
meet new people in your area. All materials are 
provided if needed. Morning tea included. Free.

Painting with Koruna
10am to 12pm

Whether you want to learn to paint or expand 
your skills this two hour class will give you the 
opportunity to paint in whatever medium you 
like. You can either work on your own project 
or participate in the monthly theme in focus. 
We will provide you with your first canvas to get 
you started. Beginner and experienced painters 
welcome. Morning tea included. August: Painting 
in the style of Matisse; September: Portraits; 
October: Loose Watercolours; November: Mixed 
media; and December: Monoprint.

Batchcooks Cooking Club
10am to 1pm

Cook seasonally, frugally and with variety over 
three hours. Each week participants get to decide 
what they cook with the ingredients donated 
by Woolworths Cumberland Park and the items 
purchased for the week from the group leader. 
Participants will take home at least three cooked 
meals each week. Morning tea included. Cost is 
$10 per session. Batch cooks is held on Mondays 
and Wednesdays.

Coming soon!
English conversation classes, fitness classes 
and more! 

Please contact Rebecca Olthoff Community Centres Coordinator on 8372 8888 for more information.

The Cumberland Park Community Centre is located at 388-390 Goodwood Road, Cumberland Park.
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Rotary Club of Mitcham

The Rotary Club of Mitcham meets Wednesdays 
at the Edinburgh Hotel, High Street 6.30pm to 
8pm for project planning and guest speaker 
(dinner optional). Become involved in local and 
international projects and fundraising including 
our Bookshop located at 598 Goodwood Road, 
Daw Park. Join us to make a difference. Email 
Mitcham.rotary@gmail.com or call 0418 788 401 

Probus Club of St Marys

Men and women are invited to come along on the 
second Monday of every month at the Pasadena 
Lutheran Church, 2 Grandview Drive, Pasadena at 
9.45am. Meet new people while enjoying guest 
speakers and morning tea. Call 8277 7655. 

Blackwood Hills Baptist Church

Come along each Sunday at 10am or 7pm at 
72 Coromandel Parade, Blackwood to enjoy the 
relaxed and friendly atmosphere at Blackwood 
Hills Baptist Church. There are people of all 
ages, great music and fun activities for the kids. 
Visit thevillage.org.au or call 8370 3256. 

Village Church at Melrose Park

Every Sunday at 10.30am at Edwardstown 
Primary School. Join a new and growing family-
friendly church. Visit thevillage.org.au or call 
8370 3256. 

Westbourne Park Ladies Probus Club

Please join us for guest speakers, a friendly chat 
over morning tea and a chance to meet new 
friends at 10am on the fourth Monday of each 
month in the Uniting Church hall, corner Sussex 
Terrace and Monmouth Road, Hawthorn. Call 
7225 5807. 

Oasis Youth Group

Meets at Blackwood Hills Baptist Church, 
72 Coromandel Parade, Blackwood, each Friday 
during school terms. Cost $10. 7pm to 10.30pm. 
Call 8370 0333. Activities this term include: 
bowling, night games, Where’s Wally? 

Colonel Light Gardens Ladies Probus Club

Enjoy fellowship, guest speakers, outings and 
morning tea on the first Friday of the month 
at 10am at the Colonel Light Gardens Uniting 
Church, 560 Goodwood Road, Daw Park. 
Call 0419 006 895. 

Mitcham Kiwanis

Help improve the community we live in by joining 
the Mitcham Kiwanis who meet twice a month 
on the second and fourth Mondays at 7pm at 
the Marion Sports Centre, Sturt Road, Marion. 
Call 0418 168 884. 

Messy Church at Westbourne Park Uniting Church

Enjoy a fun afternoon for all ages on 17 August 
and 15 September from 5pm to 7.30pm at 
27 Sussex Terrace, Hawthorn. Free entrance and 
supper provided.  
Visit facebook.com/WestbourneParkMC 

Mitcham Community Calendar

social activitiescommunity groups community events

Taoist Tai Chi

Improve your health with Taoist Tai Chi at the 
Blackwood Memorial Hall, 21 Coromandel Parade, 
Blackwood from Thursday 5 September. The 
Beginner class is held from 1pm to 2.30pm - first 
class is obligation free or join the Continuing class 
from 11am to 1pm. Visit www.taoist.org.au or 
call 0423 776 955. 

Caring Friends

If you have experienced a loss join Caring Friends 
who provide a friendly environment sharing 
morning tea, activities and entertainment. 
Meetings are held at the Institute Hall, 53 West 
Parkway, Colonel Light Gardens at 10am every 
Friday. Call 8276 5485. 

Thursday Craft  
at Westbourne Park Uniting Church

Classes held for men and women during school 
terms at 27 Sussex Terrace, Hawthorn from 
9.30am to 12pm each week. $5 per class, 
includes morning tea. Crèche available. Find us 
on Facebook: facebook.com/thursdaycraft or 
call 8271 7066. 

Adelaide-Mitcham  
Prostate Cancer Support Group

Join us on Thursday 22 August at the Colonel Light 
Gardens RSL Club, 4 Prince George Parade, Colonel 
Light Gardens at 7pm. Guest speakers Prof Neil 
Piller and Jeremy Pluck from the Lymphoedema 
Support Group SA. Call 0438 604 323 or 
visit adelaide-mitchampcsg.org 

Woodcarving Club

Enjoy woodcarving at the Red Shed, Mitcham 
Cultural Village on Princes Road on the first 
Saturday of each month. 9am to 2pm. Come in 
and have a chat and try your hand at carving. 
New members welcome. Call 8260 2827 or email 
jonronlau1@gmail.com 

Art, Craft, Yoga and Fitness Classes

Enjoy classes at the Blackwood Uniting Church 
on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays during 
school terms. Visit blackwooduc.org.au/groups/
community-program or call 8278 7699. 

Playgroup at Blackwood Uniting Church

Playgroup held on Mondays during school terms 
from 10am to 11.30am, is an opportunity for 
children aged 0 to 5 and parents, grandparents, 
and carers to enjoy indoor and outdoor play, 
stories, music and craft with others. Cost $5 
per family. Visit blackwooduc.org.au/groups/
family-ministry/roundabout-playgroup or 
call 8278 7699. 

Speaking Made Easy in Blackwood

Women are invited to join this new group which 
meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month 
at 218 Main Road, Blackwood. Develop public 
speaking skills and self-confidence. The next 
meeting will be held on Wednesday 28 August. 
Call 0438 838 894. 

Men’s Breakfast

Enjoy a continental breakfast followed by an 
interview with Andrew Aish on Saturday 17 
August at 7.30am at the Blackwood Hills Baptist 
Church, 72 Coromandel Parade, Blackwood. 
Andrew is an ex-SANFL footballer, husband, father, 
respected physiotherapist and current Sports 
Chaplain with the SANFL club, Norwood. Cost $8 or 
$5 concession. To book call 0403 656 537 or email 
mjhouston7@gmail.com by 14 August. 

Giant Plant Sale in Blackwood

There will be almost 4,000 plants, most at under 
$4 each, at Coromandel Valley Rotary’s regular 
Plant Sale on Saturday 31 August from 8.30am 
to 2.30pm. Come along to the Waite Reserve in 
Blackwood, behind Coles car park. 

Seniors in Harmony

Enjoy lively musical concerts on 
Tuesday 3 September and Tuesday 1 October at 
1.30pm at the Mitcham Cultural Village, Princes 
Road, Mitcham. Performances are followed by 
afternoon tea. For group bookings  
email seniorsharmony@gmail.com 

Mitcham Historical Society

Come along to the AGM on Tuesday 24 September 
at 7pm in the Drawing Room at Scotch College. 
Guest speaker: Mr Michael Lennon, Chair SA 
Planning Commission. Contact Geoff on 
gsauer@bigpond.net.au or 0412 125 010. 

St Columba’s Church Fete

Come along to church fete at 3 Rosevear Street, 
Hawthorn on Saturday 12 October 8.30am to 
2pm and Sunday 13 October 10.30am to 1pm. 
Books, clothes, cakes, jams, toys, plants, trash and 
treasure, BBQ, morning tea, much more! Saturday 
10am to 12pm come and hear ‘The Second Wind 
Ensemble’. Call 8272 3813. 

The Hills Choral Society Presents Gloria Operatica

Featuring Puccini’s “Messa di Gloria” The Hills 
Choral Society with professional soloists brings 
you a concert of fine music including some of 
your favourite opera choruses. Come along on 
Sunday 20 October at 2.30pm at Blackwood 
Church of Christ corner of Shepherds Hill Road 
and Waite Street, Blackwood. Tickets $25 Adult, 
$18 Concession, $50 family, with afternoon tea 
included. Tickets available at the door or through 
trybooking.com. Visit hillschoralsociety.org or 
call 1800 717 483. 

Quarterly Folk Dance

Enjoy the Australian Traditional and Bush Dance 
Society of SA’s third quarterly Mitcham Village 
Folk Dance for 2019 on Saturday 5 October from 
7pm to 10pm at the Mitcham Village Institute, 
103 Princes Road, Mitcham. Music by Telenn Tri. 
All dances are called, flat shoes recommended. 
No previous experience is needed and you don’t 
need to bring a partner. $15. For more information 
visit atbdsdancesa.com.au or call 0418 837 411. 
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Celebrate Zest Fest during October
The City of Mitcham is celebrating Zest Fest in October filled with film, music, 
theatre, and interactive events showcasing Mitcham’s rich history, natural 
environment, cultural abundance and connected communities.
Discover the full program at www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/zestfest

The Moselles
A retrospective comic cabaret about an almost 
famous girl group 'The Moselles'. Cissy, Frankie 
and Gidget were stars of the Adelaide pop music 
scene during the 1970s. Their meteoric rise to 
fame ended abruptly and dramatically one fateful 
day and they were never heard from again. Forty 
years later they have been reunited by a wealthy 
entrepreneur and return to tell the untold story 
about the triumphs and tragedies of their lives 

and careers. It’s nostalgic, funny, tragic and 
uplifting. With original songs and some borrowed 
iconic classics 'The Moselles’ will take you on a trip 
down memory lane to a simpler time when disco 
was king and Countdown was cool.

Splash Arts - Me ‘n’ Me Mates
Australian Songs and Yarns with Me ‘n’ Me Mates 
is a lively performance celebrating home grown 
language and humor through song and story.

For more information call 8372 8888 or visit www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/zestfest 

Gibbs Park Tennis 
Seeking New 
Members
One of Adelaide’s oldest 
community tennis clubs is seeking 
new members.
Gibbs Park Tennis Club in Eden Hills has 
two hard courts ideal for beginners and 
experienced players as well as people seeking 
some family fun.

The courts in Wonoka Street were built by 
enthusiastic locals over three years and 
officially opened in 1917.

Family membership is just $90 a year plus 
a deposit of $10 for your own key which 
provides access to the courts and toilet 
facilities.

Gibbs Park operates as a non-competitive club 
with members free to play at any time with 
family or friends subject to court availability.

For more information call 0420 423 208, 
visit gibbsparktennis.wordpress.com or 
email gibbsparktennis@gmail.com.

Zest Fest Highlights…
 � A movie at the Mitcham’s 
movie morning mini-
festival overlooking the 
creek at the recently 
redeveloped Mitcham 
Memorial Library

 � A nature walk that reveals 
Mitcham’s rich history

 � Some music and live 
theatre with Splash Arts and 
The Moselles

 � And much more!

Mitcham’s Grants are Inspiring and 
Connecting our Community
Twice a year the City of Mitcham awards grants to groups, organisations and 
individuals who are interested in participating in our community.
We celebrated the City of Mitcham’s Grants 
Program, March round with $51,000 being 
awarded to various individuals, community 
groups and organisations.

There will be plenty of activities you can partake 
in around our fabulous City in the coming months 
as a result of this, please see below for the list. 

 � Blackwood Christmas Tree Festival

 � Feast of Many Cultures

 � Croatian Connections Art Show at Gallery One

 � Edwardstown Baptist Church All Nations 
Community Fair

 � Therapeutic Community Garden at Cherington 
House

 � Gaelic Football Regional Games 2019 at 
St Marys Sporting Facility

 � Learn about Crocheting and Felting workshops 
at Gallery One

 � Australian Samba Retreat – our very own Rio 
Carnevale in Belair

 � SALA participation by ‘Hillside Treasures’ at 
Sheoak Café

 � A variety of concerts to celebrate modern 
ageing during Zest Fest 

 � Get your hands dirty in the community garden 
at The Monastery

 � Get active and participate in the Trail Super 
Series around Brownhill Creek

 � Or delight in the history of the Laneways of 
Colonel Light Gardens

If you are interested in any of the above listed 
projects, please make contact with us for further 
information.

Our next round of Grants is now open. For 
further information and application forms visit 
mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/community/grants. 

Submit your application by September 30 for consideration.

We encourage you to contact us with any questions or ideas you have for our September Grants 
round on 8372 8888 or via email mitcham@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au
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Telephone: 0423 919 080

khockley@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

As a parent of late primary school aged children 
I’m starting to worry about a whole bunch of new 
things. I worry that things like illicit drug taking 
and youth suicide might touch my family and I 
can only imagine how families cope and survive 
when faced with these kinds of situations.

As a parent I’m convinced that keeping my kids 
connected to and involved in their community will 
help to protect them from going off the rails. I run 
them around to activities such as sport, scouts and 
art classes and happily incur the financial costs 
associated with this.

As a Councillor I feel strongly that our community 
is safer and healthier when we are connected 
to each other and feel a sense of ownership 
and pride in our public places. Many of us feel 
connection and a sense of belonging through our 
work or to a particular activity; however some of 
us may not have these connections and may be at 
risk of disengagement and loneliness.

Along with other levels of government, Council 
has a role in providing a safe and inviting public 
realm to enable people to gather and enjoy 
public spaces. It has a role in promoting economic 
vibrancy to protect and grow opportunities for 
local employment and facilitate convenient, local 
access to shopping hubs. It has a role in providing 
infrastructure to support sporting, social and 
recreational groups that create opportunities for 
community members to learn new skills, improve 
their physical health and meet new people. It has 
a role in delivering programs that educate and 
involve the community.

All of this as well as so called ‘core services’, such 
as providing safe and well maintained roads, 
footpaths and public lighting and collecting 
and managing our house hold waste, recycling 
and compost.

I’m often called upon to make choices between 
these services. In the past compromises have been 
made to prioritise some responsibilities above 
others. As a result we have some 400 or so roads 
in the hills with no footpaths, we have scout halls 
that are crumbling and we have reserves with no 
toilet facilities.

Those historical choices may have been 
appropriate in the context of the time; however 
I don’t believe that they meet the test of 
responsible government today. Community 
expectations are so much higher today.

While I might not benefit directly from a program 
that supports parents of babies, or that facilitate 
our older people to connect with each other I 
know that these programs promote a safer and 
healthier community.  A safer and healthier 
community is the backbone of the ‘village feel’ 
that people describe. It enables us to all feel safe 
and valued and helps me as a parent protect my 
kids from the new things that I worry about.

I would love to hear from you about what you 
think Council can contribute to the community to 
make it and keep it safe and healthy. My number 
is 0423 919 080 and my email is  
khockley@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au.

Craigburn Ward
Cr Karen Hockley

Babbage Ward
Cr David Munro

Telephone: 0433 999 121

achristopoulos@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

Well, I am disappointed and sorry to say that 
Mitcham Council at its 9 July meeting passed a rate 
increase of 3.67% for 2019-20. Six Councillors, 
Munro, Todd, Tilley, Sanderson, McCarthy and I 
all voted against the increase. The vote was tied 
until the Mayor used her casting vote for a 3.67% 
increase, which is the highest in the state.

Many Councillors on the night spoke of their 
disappointment with the State Government for 
imposing this waste levy onto Councils. Instead 
of allowing Council's surplus of over one million 
dollars to absorb this waste levy the decision 
was made to pass it on in a blatant display of 
disrespect for our residents.

For me, there is no action that would be more 
egalitarian than for Council to have absorbed 
this levy as it would benefit every householder 
equally. But apparently there’s no mortgage stress 
out there and according to some Councillors, 
ratepayers are swimming in cash. Apparently, 
you can all afford it, I am not sure if they really 
understand the financial pressure some of 
residents are experiencing as both my husband 
and I have full time jobs and are acutely aware 
of the stress this increase will have on families 
and retirees. I don’t know how many of our 
pensioners in Mitcham will be able to afford this 
increase at three times the rate of CPI!

My decision took into account that our residents 
had voiced their concerns against higher rates in 
the budget survey. With more than two thirds who 
responded to the survey wanted a rate increase 
of 2.95% or less how could I vote any other way. 
Further, any requests of the Administration to find 
further savings over and above the budgeted half 
million dollars amounted to nothing.

During the debate I felt that the message being 
conveyed by some Councillors was that our 
residents should take full responsibility for the 
increase in waste levels and this subsequent 
increase in the levy. But I believe that Council 
needs to take responsibility and further educate 
our residents about waste and its associated costs. 
I ask myself will this levy really change community 
behaviour.

I believe that Council needs to work with the 
State Government to strengthen the message 
to our community with convincing educational 
programs on waste reduction. Given the impact 
this levy will have, I don’t believe that Council can 
deliver this message alone.

For me this decision begs many questions about 
the future of our weekly waste pickup to a 
possibly fortnightly pickup? If so, will this dilute 
our communities' confidence in Council’s ability 
to deliver its core services of roads, rates and 
rubbish?

Personally, I would desperately like to see the 
State Government bring back the rate capping 
debate because right now I believe that if there's 
one Council in SA who needs their rates capped 
it’s the Mitcham Council.

With a 3.67% rate increase, I can hear resident's 
shouting - what exactly are we getting for 
our rates?

Telephone: 0403 161 462

dmunro@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

Runaway Train

You know when the vote is six for and six against 
that it is an important decision. So when it is six all 
and the Mayor has the casting vote and supports 
a rate rise that is excessively over the rate of 
inflation there is going to be some angst and I am 
very disappointed.

I am so disappointed that the chamber voted 
for a 3.67% rate rise. This runaway rate rise train 
must be nearing its demise and I can only hope 
that the train is derailed by the State Government 
introducing rate capping. It is only once rate 
capping is introduced will Elected Members be 
harnessed in of their want to spend your money.

All this talk about the State Government 
increasing the waste levy is why the rates went 
from 2.95% increase to 3.67% increase is bullocks. 
This chamber has again taken the easy option 
and decided to slug every rate payer for a cost 
the Council aren’t even sure will eventuate as 
it depends on the amount of rubbish, the extra 
funds is only an estimate. It is even some Elected 
Members' suggestion that we include a little 
notice in your rates letting you know that your 
rates are high because of the State Government. 
What an absolute cop out. I spoke at the chamber 
asking Elected Members not to support another 
rate rise and strive to work with the community 
to manage and educate the community of the 
cost of picking the right bin but the decision was 
to burden the rate payers with extra rates. So for 
those that hardly ever fill their bin you will now 
be compensating those that load up theirs. What a 
terrible message to be sending to the community.

Also included in the rate rise was for an additional 
resource to determine where we should plant 
trees. So we are going to spend $155,000 on 
employing someone to tell us where we should 
plant extra trees, this $155,000 is not for any extra 
trees just to tell us where to plant the trees. Of 
course the obvious answer is plant them in the 
ground to start with and then perhaps plant a tree 
where you have chopped a tree down already, 
seems we have chopped down around 500 this 
year. I’d suggested we give some funding to Bush 
for Life sites as I am sure they would know where 
to plant some trees. The ‘More Trees for Mitcham’ 
campaign I do not think delivered the real story 
but I will watch with interest. I’ll also watch the 
work being done on planting more trees as we 
see our bushland being consumed by woody 
weeds such as the olive tree.

And let’s not forget they voted for a $1 million 
surplus for 19/20 financial year, for what I hear 
you ask? Well just in case they need to spend 
more. 3.67% rate rise and $1 million surplus 
seriously out of touch with what is actually 
occurring in the real world.

Boorman Ward
Cr Adriana 
Christopoulos
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Telephone: 0402 517 945

jsanderson@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

Budget/Long Term Financial Plan
After many months of hard work by Council’s finance 
staff and Elected Members the 2019/2020 Budget and 
Long Term Financial Plan has been finally approved 
at Council on 9 July 2019. Council had originally 
approved, in principle, a rate increase of 2.95%; this 
was distributed to ratepayers for their perusal and 
comment. Then, after all of this work and agreement 
the State Government sent Council a Solid Waste Land 
Fill Levy increase of some $373,000 on the 17 June 2019 
which will add an average increase of $12, or 0.76% for 
each ratepayer on top of the 2.95% already approved. 
This increase has escalated the rate increase to 3.67%. 
The Long Term Financial Plan has been amended 
accordingly. I did not vote for the additional Solid Waste 
Levy to be passed onto ratepayers, this amount should 
have been absorbed by Council’s surplus.

Development
The large allotment located between Regent Street 
and Kegworth Road, former SA Housing Trust land 
has finally started construction of two town houses 
in the south easterly corner adjacent to Kegworth 
Road. The development will continue initially along 
Kegworth Road.

Works
With Council’s Budget approval several works will 
eventuate in Overton Ward. Some of works include 
footpath replacement, kerb and water-table repairs 
and/or replacement, road refurbishment/replacement, 
stormwater replacement/repair and so the list goes on.

Tree Planting
Tree planting/replacement trees started in May and will 
continue through to September. Council is proposing 
to plant 1,600 trees in this planting timetable. 400 
have been planted to date. Regrettably many trees 
have reached their end of life and had to be removed. 
Overton Ward has lost a huge number of trees due to 
age, disease or damage in the last few months. This 
is the tree planting season, so I hope they will have a 
quick start for this year. If you have a new tree planted 
in front of your property, please give the tree a bucket of 
water each week this will give as an early start and will 
establish the tree much sooner during its early life.

Project Funding
Several millions of dollars for projects in Mitcham has 
been promised by the Federal Government prior to the 
recent Election. Overton Ward did not receive much, 
but we received funding for a couple of playgrounds. 
Considerable funding has gone to sporting club 
upgrades throughout our Council area, which is a 
fantastic outcome for the City of Mitcham.

Traffic
Traffic is still heavy in peak hours in Winston Avenue 
which I thought would have eased as South Road traffic 
flow is returning to normal. Perhaps “normal” now is 
the traffic is staying away from South Road due to the 
congestion from Daws Road onward to Port Road, only 
time will tell.

If anyone has a Council question, please contact me on 
either 8277 1884 or 0402 517 945. I have recently been 
on leave and I may have missed your call please contact 
me again so I may assist you.

Overton Ward
Cr John Sanderson

Telephone: 0407 973 321

sfisher@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

State Government’s New Planning System 
is Destined to Destroy Adelaide’s Character 
Suburbs.
The new Planning and Development Code (PDC) will 
displace every Council’s current “Development Plan”, by 
July 2020.

The single “One Size Fits All” PDC is intended to make 
approvals for new buildings faster, easier and with 
fewer “hurdles”. I call the new Code “The no rules set 
of rules”. There are zero clauses that applications will 
only be considered if they comply with minimum set-
backs, site coverage, and that the designs will suit the 
area, and ADD to the street’s amenity.

What can be expected is clear. Although heritage 
listed houses will keep some protection by requiring 
“demolition approval”, no such protection exists for 
similar houses listed as “Contributory Items”, and this 
only applies in Heritage zones.

Therefore Kingswood, Mitcham Village and Belair may 
keep some protection, but near identical suburbs, 
Hawthorn, Westbourne Park, and Cumberland Park, will 
have no protection. However, Council is seeking “Special 
Character” recognition from the Minister of Planning. 
The “cut-off” for any request is 31/07/2019.

I believe that many more streets and areas in Mitcham 
should be listed as “Special Character”. This includes 
Clarence Gardens, Lower Mitcham, Clapham, Melrose 
Park, Panorama, Torrens Park, Pasadena and St Marys. 
These suburbs have predominantly double brick houses, 
with various pre-1940s bungalows, and post war streets 
with distinctive and desirable characteristics, sought 
after by young family home buyers. Price rises in the last 
five years proves their desirability.

It is remarkable that around 2006, the State DPTI. (Dept 
of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure), sent senior 
planners to residents’ associations pushing the idea 
of “Character Suburbs”. Real estate leaders and the 
public understand this well, with “character dwellings” 
realising several hundred thousand dollars higher than 
later brick-veneer designs in the same street.

However, DPTI and successive Planning Ministers, 
have discouraged applications from Councils for extra 
heritage and character listings. “Contributory Items” are 
as important to the “feel” of the Heritage Areas as the 
listed Heritage Houses, but no new Contributory Items 
have been permitted to be added across all Council’s 
Development Plans since 2012.

Good planning must be about what benefits the public 
good, not just private interests.

It must be for the well-being of the whole community, 
the environment and future generations.

Affordability
Permitting easy rules to allow sub-division does not 
reduce the costs of dwellings. Instead, allowing easy 
sub-division pushes up the prices of older dwellings, 
making them unaffordable for first home buyers.

Michael Lennon, currently Chairperson of the State 
Planning Commission and the architect of the SA 
Government’s “2020 VISION” of 1992, stated “Everyone 
seems to support (urban consolidation) except perhaps 
the vast majority of the Australian public. As planners, 
as public officials, we need to avoid the intellectual 
arrogance that assumes we know better than everyone 
else, that somehow life in the suburbs is dreadful” “The 
notion that somehow people… would actually prefer 
more compact urban form goes against every available 
piece of evidence". Quotes from 17/11/1993 pp11 
Eastern Courier.

Protest to your State MP.

Gault Ward
Cr Stephen Fisher

Telephone: 0478 076 400

jbange@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

Having finalised the 2019/2020 budget, 
Councillors can now turn their minds to other 
important issues.

One of my top priorities is to have our Council 
deliver a practical, clear plan to mitigate against 
the likely impacts of climate change for our 
communities. It’s a rare politician these days 
who publicly refutes the real existence of climate 
change. For the driest state in one of Earth’s driest 
Countries, South Australia cannot afford to ignore 
the very real and dire consequences of prolonged 
hotter, drier periods, interspersed with erratic 
extremes of weather, and Local Government has a 
crucial part to play in mitigation against the flow-on 
effects of these temperature and rainfall changes.

City of Mitcham has already taken actions that 
lessen our carbon footprint, such as transforming 
all our street lighting across to LED, and using 
smart technology to reduce water use and 
wastage. In fact, our Council has been recognised 
with State Awards for innovative use of water-
sensitive urban design.

During 19/20 budget discussions, we listened 
to our community and selected an option that 
included an accelerated tree planting program, 
just one approach to redress the significant loss of 
tree canopy occurring on private land within our 
Council area.

While these initiatives are worthwhile, they are 
being delivered somewhat ad hoc and I am very 
keen to have our Council develop an overall, 
clear Climate Change Plan. An integral part of 
this plan must be our membership of the ‘Cities 
Power Partnership’ (CPP), Australia’s largest Local 
Government climate network, made up over 100 
Councils, representing almost 11 million Australians.

Free to join, CPP gets Council to make action 
pledges in renewable energy, efficiency, transport 
or working in partnership to tackle climate change. 
There are dozens of actions, such as putting solar on 
Council buildings, energy efficient building design, 
and switching to an electric or hybrid fleet.

CPP Members are given access to a national 
knowledge hub and a project assessment and 
tracking tool, are paired up with other cities to 
share knowledge, and linked with community 
energy groups and The Climate Council. In 
South Australia, five Councils – Adelaide (City), 
Onkaparinga, Adelaide Hills, Mt Barker, Victor 
Harbor, Alexandrina and Kangaroo Island - are 
already CPP partners but we need many more of 
our 68 Local Government areas to come on board.

I have spoken with our Mayor and CEO about 
this crucial issue and feel confident the City of 
Mitcham will take real, practical action to help 
lessen the impacts of climate change for our 
communities, businesses and environment, 
and help safeguard the beautiful areas we call 
home. In fact, heat waves are Australia’s deadliest 
natural disaster, killing more people than 
bushfires, floods or cyclones.

We must act now to mitigate effectively against 
the effects of climate change. Not to do so comes 
at a very real and increasing cost to our residents, 
environment and local economy.

The Park Ward
Cr Jane Bange
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Free Kitchen Caddy 
Trial – More Bags, 
Please!
A free food waste green organics 
trial is underway to help reduce food 
waste going to landfill.
Last year over 5,500 households in St Marys, 
Clapham, Panorama, Pasadena and Eden Hills 
received a free kitchen caddy, compostable 
bags and information on how to compost your 
food scraps.

The pilot program, which is supported through a 
Food Waste Incentive Grant from Green Industries 
SA, will be undertaken over the next three years, 
to divert green organics from landfill.

If you are in the trial area and are running out of 
bags don’t fret! Just visit us at 131 Belair Road, 
Torrens Park along with identification and address 
details so we can provide you with free bags.

For more information please contact one of our 
Waste Management Officers on 8372 8888.

Hard Rubbish Made Easy
Book your free hard waste collection service today.
All residents can access our hard waste collection 
service to dispose of a range of household items. 

The City of Mitcham provides one collection per 
household every financial year and we will collect 
up to 2m3 of materials. 

What items can be collected?
�� Air conditioners 

�� Bikes and toys

�� Blinds and window coverings

�� Dismantled clothes lines

�� Floor coverings (up to 2 metres)

�� Furniture

�� Hot water services 

�� Lawn mowers 

�� Mattresses (restrictions may apply) 

�� Rainwater tanks 

�� Refrigerators and freezers (remove doors 
for safety) 

�� Sheets of iron and guttering (up to 2 metres)

�� Small items of scrap metal

�� Timber off cuts (up to 2 metres)

�� Washing machine and driers

Your hard waste is taken to ResourceCo’s 
Alternative Fuels. Here mattresses and metals are 
recycled and the rest is turned into a fuel product 
used by Adelaide Brighton Cement.

What items can’t be collected!
 � Ammunition, explosives or flares

 � Batteries

 � Bricks, rocks, dirt pavers, concrete and 
building material

 � Business or industrial waste

 � Car types or car parts

 � Co-mingled recycling, general waste, food and 
garden organics

 � Fire extinguishers

 � Gas bottles

 � Hazardous materials

 � Items too heavy for two people to lift

 � Panels of sheet glass

 � Wooden pall

If you have unwanted items to dispose of please visit www.whichbin.sa.gov.au or contact Council’s 
Waste Management Officers on 8372 8809 or mitcham@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

Learn How to Live Plastic Free
Find out how you can go plastic free!
Did you know that almost every piece of 
plastic ever made is still around? – YES even the 
biodegradable plastic. It can take hundreds of 
years to degrade, if ever, leaving a huge impact on 
our environment. This is why we’re inviting you to 
take the challenge of going plastic free, because 
positive change starts with you!

We are hosting free information sessions where 
we will explore ways to avoid, reduce, reuse, 
recycle and compost items.

Learn practical, easy solutions to replace single 
use plastic items with reusable and more 
sustainable options. We invite you to share your 
experiences, challenges and tips with others. 

Choose from the following events: 

 � Saturday 17 August, 1.30pm to 3.30pm at the 
Blackwood Library, 215 Main Road, Blackwood 

 � Monday 19 August, 6pm to 8pm at the 
Blackwood Community Centre, 4 Young Street, 
Blackwood

 � Wednesday 28 August, 6pm to 8pm at the 
Mitcham Memorial Library 154 Belair Road, 
Hawthorn

To register visit www.eventbrite.com.au and 
search ‘plastic free’ or contact Jose via email 
jbaker@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

Booking in a hard waste 
collection is easy! 

 � Call East Waste on 8347 5111

 � Book online at eastwaste.com.au

We encourage you to book in early at 
the service continues to be popular and 
waiting times can sometimes be up to 
four weeks.
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Why Waste It?  
Compost and Help Reduce Waste Going to Landfill!
A great way to reduce waste going to landfill is to compost your food and organic garden materials.
Did you know that almost half, around 48%, of our 
waste could be made into compost? Composting 
your food and garden organics is great for our 
environment. Most of the harmful greenhouse gas 
emissions from landfill come from decomposing 
organic material which could be composted 
through your green food and garden organics 
(FOGO) bin or in your home compost bin.

Compost is packed full of nutrients that can be 
used to fertilise gardens and the mulch can be 
used to protect against weeds, reduce plant stress 
and save water in gardens.

Composting and mulching green organics is also 
cheaper than sending them to landfill. If we 
reduce the amount of material sent to landfill 
then we can pass on these savings to residents 
and invest in other community services.

Whether you compost through your green food 
and garden organics (FOGO) bin or in your own 
compost bin, you are helping to save half of your 
waste from going to landfill and instead turning it 
into a new product.

Use a kitchen caddy to collect your 
food scraps
Line the basket with a compostable bag or 
newspaper, place your food scraps in, then after 
2-3 days or once full, tie the bag at the top and 
place it into your green food and garden organics 
(FOGO) bin. Kitchen Caddies and compostable 
bags are available from:

City of Mitcham Civic Centre  
131 Belair Road, Torrens Park.

Blackwood Library  
215 Main Road, Blackwood

 � Kitchen caddy  
and roll of 52 compostable bags: $12

 � Roll of 52 compostable bags: $5

 � Roll of 100 compostable bags: $9

How are food scraps and 
organic garden materials made 
into compost?
Every fortnight Council collects green bins full of 
food and garden organics. Last year we collected 
over 9,500 tonnes of your green waste which is 
turned into compost.

Your food and garden organic waste is taken to 
Jeffries composting facility and placed into large 
piles so the composting process can begin. Over 
ten weeks your green waste is broken down with 
the help of microbes while being maintained at 
just the right temperature and air flow.

Once the organic material has broken down it 
is screened to remove any contaminants such 
as plastic bags, irrigation pipe, glass and metal 
objects that may have been incorrectly placed in 
a green bin. Finally, the organic material is made 
into compost and is ready to be used on South 
Australian gardens.

For more information contact Council’s 
Waste Management Officer on 8372 8809.

Thank you for composting it. 
Your efforts really do make a 
difference!

Buy One  
Get One Free Offer
The City of Mitcham, East Waste and Jeffries are 
providing residents with a Buy One Get One Free offer 
on 30L and 50L bags of Jeffries compost, soil and 
mulch products. The Buy One Get One Free vouchers 
can be collected from the Civic Centre and Libraries or 
downloaded from  
www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au. The voucher is 
redeemable until 30 September 2019 at:

 � Hollards, 20 Grange Road, Hawthorn

 � Hawthorn Sand, Metal & Landscape Supplies, 
96 Belair Road Hawthorn 

Please see the voucher for terms and conditions.

What can be composted through 
the green lidded food and garden 
organics bin?
�� Lawn clippings

�� Weeds

�� Small branches 
and prunings

�� Leaves

�� Cut flowers

�� All food scraps 
including bones 
and seafood

�� Paper towel and 
tissues

�� Tea leaves and 
tea bags

�� Coffee grounds

�� Greasy pizza 
boxes and paper 
bags

�� Pet waste 
(please place in a 
compostable bag 
or newspaper)

�� Saw dust

�� Hair

�� Even soggy 
newspapers 
(removed from its 
plastic bag).

What cannot go into your green bin?
 � No plastic bags! Only certified compostable 

bags can be used

 � Please keep plastic pots and trays out. 
Empty plastic plant pots and seedling 
trays can be placed in the yellow lidded 
recycling bin. Make sure they are free of 
soil first

 � No garden hoses, irrigation pipe or 
garden tools

 � No batteries or hazardous chemicals

 � No nappies! Please place all disposable 
nappies in the general waste/waste to 
landfill bin, even those claiming to be 
compostable or biodegradable. At present 
there isn’t any brand of nappy that is 
certified compostable as they still have 
plastic components that do not break down

 � Make your green bin a ‘no foam zone’

 � No bricks, rocks, building materials 
and wire
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Smart Water 
Management
Innovation continues to drive the 
management of stormwater in 
Mitcham.
In Rozelle Reserve in Melrose Park a soakage 
device has been built to reduce stormwater 
ponding in the car park and increase the water 
available to the trees in the reserve.

Three water sensitive urban design features are 
combined into one: a rain garden, a soakage 
trench and a swale. The reserve has been seeded 
so grass will cover the rain garden soil, and 
stormwater will soak through into the root zones 
of surrounding trees. A grated stormwater pit will 
collect litter and sediments from the water.

Council’s award-winning research on sustainable, 
integrated water management would not be 
possible without the ongoing support of many 
collaborators, including:

 � Adelaide and Mt Lofty Ranges NRM Board

 � Water Sensitive SA

 � TREENET Inc

 � Department of Environment and Water

 � Environment Protection Authority of SA

 � University of South Australia

 � Flinders University

 � Adelaide University

Tree Planting in Mitcham
This winter Council is planting 1,250 new trees in our local streets and reserves.
Each year the City of Mitcham plants new trees 
to replace those which have died or have been 
removed because of poor health.

Streets throughout Daw Park, Melrose Park and 
Lower Mitcham have had a large number of trees 
replaced as these trees were planted during 
the original development of the suburb and are 
deteriorating at the same time.

A variety of native and exotic tree species are 
planted as they all provide different benefits to 
the community as well as to our fauna. Native 
birds and possums in our plains' suburbs rely on 
the hollows provided by our White cedar trees 
for nesting – the White cedar is a deciduous 
species from north-eastern NSW and southeast 
Queensland.

Deciduous trees also provide different 
environmental benefits. In winter they allow 
replenishment of soil moisture while their bare 
canopies allow sunlight to enter homes reducing 
energy use for heating.

Local native species including shrub and ground 
layer plants are also planted to support the small 
invertebrate species on which our much-loved 
larger fauna depend.

Help your Young Trees to Survive
To ensure the survival of new street trees across 
Mitcham, residents are encouraged to water 
their tree.

By watering your new tree you will make a 
difference to the health of the tree as well as 
increasing its rate of growth.

Protecting Trees in Mitcham
Council is introducing innovative ways to sustain, protect and improve the 
health of Mitcham’s trees.
The City of Mitcham plays an important role in 
providing and protecting trees for our community. 
Trees give Mitcham its character and help make 
our City liveable and sustainable.

The large River red gums on Ragless Reserve 
at St Marys struggled through the last drought 
and reclaimed water had to be trucked in to 
sustain them. To protect their long term health 
stormwater is now piped from the adjacent 
housing development and from Brookman 
Avenue - the trees have never looked better.

Two years ago Council took the step of mulching 
and planting companion plants beneath Mitcham 
Reserve’s large River red gums to improve soil 
conditions. The dense foliage on the trees through 
our last long, dry summer showed that their 
health has improved.

The mulch area under the trees also keeps visitors 
safe from the risk of falling branches while also 
proving habitat for local fauna.
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