
Draft Tree Plan

Daniel Baker – GM Engineering and Horticulture

Mason Willis – Manager Open Space

Chris Tozer – Senior Arborist

David Sheldrick – Tree Establishment Officer



Structure

• Capital Delivery
• Complex Tree Management
• Volunteer coordination

• Trail and BMX management
• Weed and Native Veg management
• Strategic Planning



Objectives

1) Recap on the draft Tree 
Plan, and why it is 
needed

3) Next steps – Council Members 
and Community

2) Understand content of the 
draft Tree Plan 

Provide you with a draft copy of the draft Tree Plan!



The Tree Plan – Quick Recap

• Council information session on 31 August 2021

• Revision of the Tree Plan undertaken

• Colonel Light Gardens will be a separate document to this city wide 
Draft Tree Plan

• Community Engagement



Why do we need it?

Tree provision is becoming more 
challenging:

a) Climate emergency declared –
October 2019

b) Legislative environment 
(Landscapes SA Act 2019 vs. 
Utilities)

c) Development / urban infill



Why do we need it?

Trees are valued by our 
community



Tree Management Documentation

Tree Policy

Strategic 
direction for 
enhancing our 
urban forest

The Principles of how 
we manage trees at 
the City of Mitcham

The ‘what’ species, the 
‘where’ and the ‘why’ 
we will plant



Why do we need it?

• A gap in our approach

• Operational guidance 

• Clarity for the community – what, where and why?

• Confidence in our tree planting activities

• Why is it this format? 



The City of Mitcham Tree Plan

The plan will 
help us 
deliver on 
past and 
ongoing 
successes:

Accelerated Tree Planting Program

1800
Target

1200



Introduction

Benefits and Challenges 
associated with Trees

Key Stakeholders of the Tree Plan

Internal and External Policy and Legislation  
Considerations

The Tree Character Precinct Plans and 

Suburb Tree Planting Guide

Our Tree Asset Registers

Tree Risk Management

Content



a) Appreciation of our urban forest (species and 
approximate populations)

a) Why we value trees

And what are the challenges we have?



Tree Plan 
Considerations

Rules and Laws 
governing tree 

species near 
utilities

Opportunities for 
green 

infrastructure/WSUD 
initiatives



Tree 
Precincts

The 2016 Tree Strategy 
introduced a ‘Tree 
Character Map’

This has been utilised to 
develop 7 Tree Character 
Precincts upon which we 
can plan tree planting



How the Tree Plan will be 
applied Street Level 

Constraints:

❑ Tree stock 
availability

❑ Rules and 
Regulations

❑ Specific site 
characteristics

❑ Previous success at 
this location



Tree Character Precincts

On 9 August 2022 Council approved 
the Heritage Guidelines of the 
Public Realm, that apply to works in 
CLG

Including tree planting

A separate Tree Plan for the suburb 
will be developed in conjunction 
with the CLG Operational Plan

• Colonel Light Gardens



• Government bodies

• Corporate Policy (Internal)

• Service Providers

• Others

• Local Government Act 1999

• State and Federal Acts

• City of Mitcham Strategic Plans and Policies



• Tree Inspections

• Levels of Assessment



Next Steps and Consultation

• Internal review and feedback Completed

• Councillor Information Session 18 April 2023
(Draft copy provided after the session)

- Your feedback -

• Report to Council for Decision to consult: 11 July 2023 

• Consultation period (pending Council endorsement):       July 2023

• Review of Feedback August 2023

• Finalisation and Endorsement of Tree Plan Late 2023



Arbor Day 2023

Info Coming soon!



Revitalise Reserves in 
St Marys

Dan Baker – GM Engineering and Horticulture

Mason Willis – Manager Open Space



Objectives 1) Overview of the State Election 
Pledge Project

2) Overview and Approach to 
Project

3) Community Consultation and 
Next Steps 



St Marys, Babbage Ward

State Election Commitment 2022

Grant offer: 

‘To revitalise reserves in St Marys in 
consultation with the community’

$520,000

Timeline - 2022/23 and 2023/24



Grant Purpose

'to identify improvements for reserves informed with 

community input. This may consider potential ideas 

such as but not limited to a toilet at Thurles St Reserve, 

a dog park at St Marys Reserve, new equipment at 

Donald Street Reserve.’

Grant Purpose:



Process 

• A review of our reserves in 
the suburb

• What enhancement works 
have recently been 
undertaken? 

• What enhancement works 
are in our plans?

Ragless Reserve

St Marys Oval

Thurles Street Reserve

St Marys Reserve

Donald Street Reserve

Drainage Reserves

Osborne Street Reserve

Approx 12 hectares of 
reserve in suburb of St Marys

Norman Street Reserve



St Marys Enhancement Projects

• Denis Street upgrade 21/22

39 trees planted

32 TREENET inlets

450m2 permeable paving

• Thurles Street Reserve

2 SEPS installed

2017 fruit tree planting

2022 Arbor Day – 300 understory

• Ragless Reserve

Stormwater works

Footpath and bike path 
upgraded

• Norman Street Reserve

Stormwater detention ponds

Extensive tree planting



St Marys Enhancement Projects

Dorene Street upgrade

• Improve streetscape amenity and improve safety for all road users,

• Enhance walking and cycling connections

• Increase urban biodiversity

• Increase tree coverage and reduce the effects of the urban heat island

• Improve climate and water resilience



St Marys Enhancement Projects

Between the 1 April 2020 and April 2023, 

544 trees have been planted in St Marys as

part of the ongoing Accelerated Tree 
Planting Program



Opportunity

Donald Street Reserve and St Marys Reserve

• Other reserves have had enhancements

• Grant agreement focus

• Previous greening idea – biodiversity focus

• Community consultation on these reserves



Proposed Approach

• St Marys wide consultation

• Community consultation focussed on opportunities for                                  
St Marys Street Reserve and Donald Street Reserve

➢ What activities would the community like to see?

➢ What environment would the community like to create?



Next Steps

• Council Report - 9 May 2023

• Community Consultation – May / June 2023

• Community Feedback to then inform next steps…



Questions?




