
Mitcham’s Christmas Festival 
City of Mitcham is inviting residents to celebrate the festive 
season with a range of exciting activities and events planned 
across December and January. From craft workshops to 
pop-up performances and a Christmas Lights Trail, our 
Christmas Festival will bring some much-needed cheer to the 
community after a difficult year. 
FULL STORY ON PAGES 4 & 5
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Mitcham sets out  
climate change pledges 
City of Mitcham has set out five City Power Partnership pledges and allocated 
funding over the next two years to a series of actions around solar, electric 
vehicles and LED streetlight replacements.
The pledges, signed in October, follow Mitcham’s 
declaration of a Climate Emergency in October 
2019, reflecting Council’s preparedness to provide 
leadership to respond to climate change. The 
pledges are:

1. Purchase 100 per cent of Council’s energy from 
renewable sources by 2030;

2. Change all streetlights to energy efficient 
technology by 2030;

3. Fund an ambitious and accelerated transition 
towards Council’s fleet being fully renewables 
powered by 2030;

4. Set targets and fund programs to reduce waste 
to landfill by 75 per cent for both Council’s 
commercial and domestic waste streams by 
2030; and

5. Adopt sustainable procurement and policies 
by October 2022 to prioritise low emission 
products and services and incorporate zero 
emission design into new Council buildings.

Council also intends to complement other 
government and community abatement and 
resilience actions such as State and Federal 

programs, private sector and community level 
solutions. The role of Council will include: 

 � Facilitating access to community renewable 
energy and household solar;

 � Educational programs to continue building 
community climate resilience and adoption of 
net zero behaviours;

 � Supporting our community transition toward 
renewables-powered transportation with 
Council funded demonstration charging points, 
and Council facilitation of EV infrastructure by 
the private sector and other governments;

 � Assisting residents with behaviour-change 
education and resources regarding waste to 
landfill reduction; and

 � Facilitating residents to build new low-energy 
buildings. 

Involvement in the Resilient South program will 
also continue to ensure that the city is climate 
ready. Examples of key climate change investments 
over the next three years include more water 
sensitive design in our reserves and streets, an 
accelerated tree planting program, ongoing 
bushfire prevention and flood mitigation. 

Mapping Mitcham’s tree canopy 
Mitcham’s tree canopy cover has been mapped as part of a project undertaken 
with 15 metropolitan councils, the State Government and aerial mapping 
company Aerometrex. 
The company used LiDAR (Light Detecting 
and Ranging) technology for the first time to 
capture high resolution, three-dimensional tree 
metric data. This was done by flying across the 
metropolitan Adelaide study area in June 2018 
and October 2019.

The result was the establishment of a benchmark 
of tree canopy cover and trees above 3m in height, 
which can now be used to track future canopy loss 
and gain both on private and public land.

Findings revealed that tree canopy across the City 
of Mitcham was 49 per cent, significantly higher 

than the 23 per cent coverage observed across the 
metropolitan study area.

The study also revealed that canopy on private 
land represented 24 per cent, while canopy 
cover along streets represented only 5 per cent. 
Tree canopy found within council reserves and 
National Parks represented 19 per cent. Being 
able to track tree canopy cover allows us to 
better understand how we can reduce impacts 
of urban heat and support climate change 
resilience through current and future revegetation 
initiatives.

For more information to better understand tree canopy cover, tree height and heat in 
your own backyard and to view links to urban tree cover and heat mapping tools, visit  
www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/treesandplants.

Coralie Cheney 
elected to Gault 
Coralie Cheney has been declared 
the new City of Mitcham Gault 
Ward Elected Member by the 
Electoral Commission of SA (ECSA).
Gault ward covers the suburbs of Clapham, 
Colonel Light Gardens, Westbourne Park, 
Lower Mitcham and Hawthorn.

A resident of Westbourne Park for nearly 
30 years, Councillor Cheney has a senior 
role in venue management and has 
previously worked in philanthropy as well as 
volunteering as a board member for various 
organisations.

She said her first priority would be to 
familiarise herself with the procedures 
of Council and developing a better 
understanding of the issues and concerns that 
affect Gault residents. 

“There are a number of long-term goals but 
initially supporting our important sporting 
clubs and facilities,” she said. “I believe sport is 
really vital to our youth, encouraging them to 
be fit and active, social and contributing to the 
community.”

Cr Cheney said she was also keen on finding 
out how Council could further support older 
residents to stay in their homes and remain 
independent as they age.

She is also keen to explore better waste 
management, education of our heritage, 
sourcing income streams for Council and 
reducing Council debt.

“I have lived in Mitcham Council most of my 
life, growing up in Panorama and living in 
Coromandel Valley for a few years - I wouldn’t 
want to live anywhere else,” she said. “We’re 
close to the beaches, the hills and the city 
– and when you look at what is going on in 
other cities in the world, I think we live in the 
best place.”

Cr Cheney has two adult children and now her 
first grandson.

Seven candidates competed for the vacancy in 
the supplementary election which was drawn 
on Monday 12 October.

Her appointment follows the appointment of 
Councillor Rod Moss, of Colonel Light Gardens, 
to Gault Ward in June.

Find out more at www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/climatechange.

December 2020  mitcham community news 02

http://www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/treesandplants
http://mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/climatechange


Carrick Hill re-opens
The historic house at Carrick Hill has re-opened to the public following a lengthy 
shutdown due to COVID-19. 
During the closure, renovations included the 
installation of a lift from the ground floor to 
provide disability access for the first time.

Carrick Hill Director Tony Kanellos said the lift 
would also provide access to a space previously 
off-limits to the public – the attic.

“The attic has been transformed into a dedicated 
gallery,” he said. “This will act as a space for an 
exhibition program that will showcase existing 
works within the collection, themed exhibitions 
and works from local artists. The refurbishment 
also provided an opportunity to repurpose the old 
boiler room into a charming gift shop.”

Mr Kanellos said the work was part of the 
‘Carrick Hill Reimagined’ campaign funded by 
a $2.7 million grant raised by the Carrick Hill 
Development Foundation. 

“The Government of South Australia also 
contributed $690,000 toward the project and 
ensured a great result that builds upon the 
generous gift of Edward and Ursula Hayward.” 

In honour of Ursula Hayward’s favourite cocktail, 
the ‘G&T’, a Friday night pop-up Gin bar will 
be held at Carrick Hill every Friday from 5pm, 
beginning 20 November until the end of Daylight 
Savings (2 April 2021).

Carrick Hill is also on track to commence work on 
a new visitor pavilion in 2021, expected to be 
completed by late 2022.

The multipurpose visitor centre will consolidate 
the café, catering services, information centre and 
gift shop and will be built at the site of one of the 
car parks.

Carrick Hill is located on 40 hectares of land, 
including 26 hectares of bushland in the suburb 
of Springfield, and comprises a major heritage 
building, a significant art collection and the most 
beautiful garden. Carrick Hill was bequeathed in 
1983 by the Haywards and left to the people of 
South Australia.

Visit carrickhill.sa.gov.au for more information.

Upgrade for Bellevue Heights Tennis Club 
New lights and tennis courts are set to deliver a boost to Bellevue Heights 
Tennis Club for its 2020/21 season.
Four tennis courts at Manson Oval, Bellevue 
Heights, have been reconstructed and LED lighting 
installed to allow the club to extend its hours 
of operation.

The project was funded by the Bellevue 
Heights Tennis Club ($24,750), City of Mitcham 
($133,197), Tennis SA ($33,000) and Sport 
Australia ($409,791). 

City of Mitcham’s Engineering Department 
managed the project, delivered by Edwardstown 
business Prestige Sports and Earthmoving.

Bellevue Heights Tennis Club was established in 
1979 and hosts coaching, practice and winter and 
summer competition matches.

The Club is also developing a Multicultural, 
Refugee and Socially Disadvantaged/ Hardship 
Children’s Tennis Program.

Its courts are used by Bellevue Heights Primary 
School for teaching or coaching and are available 
to the local community for hire. 

The Club has introduced a ‘book a court’ system to 
enable the community to book courts online. 

Visit www.bellevueheightstennisclub.com.au to find out more.

New era for cricket, 
football clubs 
The Sturt District Cricket Club and 
Mitcham Hawks Football Club are set 
to benefit from new facilities at Price 
Memorial Oval in Hawthorn thanks to 
a major upgrade.
The $1.4m project, funded by the City of Mitcham, 
Sturt District Cricket Club, Mitcham Football Club 
and Office for Recreation, Sport and Racing and 
the Federal Government, was project managed by 
the Sturt District Cricket Club and City of Mitcham.

The project included the installation of a new 
groundsman shed, new public toilets, new unisex 
changerooms, a new parent room, umpires’ 
changeroom and a refurbishment of current 
changerooms.

It also included the installation of solar panels, 
construction of a viewing area in the clubrooms, 
a new viewing shelter and artificial turf warm-up 
area.

Upgrades to council services, the carpark and 
surrounding drainage were also completed as 
part of the works.

Carrick Hill House Museum Manager Ilonka McInnes, Director Tony Kanellos and Gardens and Grounds Manager Ryan Kemp.

Sturt District Cricket Club President Robert Young and 
Mitcham Football Club President Carsten Gabrisch have 
welcomed upgrades at Price Memorial Oval, Hawthorn.

Bellevue Heights Tennis Club President Adrian Sykes and 
City of Mitcham Strategic Projects Officer Rick Hennig at the 
new courts. 
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Christmas Celebration Spaces
Why not get together with family or friends for 
a picnic at one of three ‘Christmas Celebration 
Spaces’? 

Decked out in lights and decorations created by 
our local schools, these spaces will also host pop-
up performances and activities. 

Head to the nearest space near you:

 � CC Hood Reserve, Eliza Place, Panorama 

 � The Soldier’s Memorial Gardens at Mitcham 
Memorial Library, Belair Road, Hawthorn 

 � Waite Reserve, Waite Street, Blackwood.

Spaces will be open from Wednesday 9 December 
to Wednesday 6 January.

Keep an eye out for Mitcham City Brass, to play 
at various sites on Friday nights and Sunday 
afternoons.

Bring a rug and picnic hamper or just wander 
through to enjoy the festive atmosphere! 

Let there be light!
City of Mitcham boasts some of Adelaide’s best 
Christmas lights displays and this year we’re 
developing a Christmas Lights Trail Map to help 
you navigate the best streets and suburbs.

We’ll be looking for nominations - keep an eye on 
our website to find out how you can get involved.

As well as lighting up our Christmas Spaces, we’ll 
light up our Council buildings this year including 
the Mitcham Community Centre, Mitcham Cultural 
Village, Blackwood Community Centre and 
Cumberland Park Community Centre. 

City of Mitcham’s Community Wellbeing program’s 
‘Colour Group’ and ‘Cumbie Crew’ are working on 
a ‘Merry Christmas’ banner to be displayed on the 
front doors of the Cumberland Park Community 
Centre and Westbourne Park Memorial Hall. Our 
knitting groups are also busy creating knitted 
bows to decorate our Community Centres and 
surrounds.

Fence art installations
There will be opportunities for City of Mitcham 
residents to work alongside local artists to help 
create Christmas installations along fencelines 
using a combination of materials, including 
ribbons, at various locations.

These workshops will provide a great opportunity 
for the families, young and old, to get together 
and help us make Mitcham festive. Keep an eye on 
the website for workshop locations and times. 

Christmas at Mitcham’s libraries
Enjoy a magical experience with Mitcham’s 
libraries at a special Christmas Night Time Story 
Time at Mitcham Memorial Library on Wednesday 
2 December and Blackwood Library on Thursday 3 
December. Keep an eye on our website for details.

Kids are invited to write a letter to Santa and 
post it in his letterbox that will be available 
from Monday 16 November until 13 December 
at Mitcham Memorial Library. If you are lucky, he 
might even write back to you!

Please be aware the last Story Time of 2020 will 
be held at Blackwood Library at 10.30am on 
Thursday 17 December. 

Celebrate with us this Christmas! 
City of Mitcham residents are invited to celebrate the festive season at a series of 
community events held across December and January.
Our annual Carols at Kingswood Oval has been postponed until 2021 as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and physical 
distancing requirements.

But we’ve organised an exciting line-up of alternative events and activities to encourage our community to get together 
and enjoy some much-needed Christmas cheer in a COVID-safe environment.

For updates, visit mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/mitchamschristmasfestival.
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Stay up to date with Christmas events near you! 

Visit our website mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/mitchamschristmasfestival.

Sign up for enews and follow us on social media:  
www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/council/connect.

Mitcham Memorial Library
Come and join us for an hour of Christmas crafting 
as we make pomanders, cards, felt ornaments, or 
Swedish hearts.

Date:  Saturday 12 December 

Time:  11am to 12pm; 12.30pm to 1.30pm; 
2pm to 3pm

Cost:  Free

Ages:  All ages from 6+

Venue:  Mitcham Memorial Library 

Bookings:  www.trybooking.com/BMFDC 

Cumberland Park Community 
Centre
Come and join us for an hour of Christmas crafting 
as we make pomanders, cards, felt ornaments, or 
Swedish hearts.

Date:  Wednesday 16 December 

Time:  10am to 11am; 11am to 12pm; 
12pm to 1pm 

Cost:  Free

Ages:  All ages welcome

Venue:  Cumberland Park Community Centre

Bookings:  www.trybooking.com/BMFDE 

Christmas Craft Carnival
Drop off the kids for a fun day of Christmas crafts 
and games. Kids are welcome for five hours, or a 
short stay. Activities will include making Christmas 
cards, ornaments, pomanders, Christmas display 
making, Swedish woven hearts, puzzles, mini 
lolly houses and cookie decorating. 

Mitcham Cultural Village

Date:  Tuesday 15 December 

Time:  10am to 3pm

Cost:  Free

Ages:  All ages welcome

Venue:  Mitcham Cultural Village 

Bookings:  www.trybooking.com/BMFCN 

Blackwood Community Centre

Date:  Thursday 17 December 

Time:  10am to 3pm

Cost:  Free

Ages:  All ages welcome

Venue:  Blackwood Community Centre

Bookings:  www.trybooking.com/BMFCO 

Christmas Cracker Crime Scene
What happened to the Grinch in the chimney? 
Did Rudolph hurt the Elf on the Shelf with a 
bauble? What happened to cousin Sally; was she 
deliberately crushed under the Christmas tree? 
Who knows? Only you! Come and create a cracker 
of a Christmas crime story and create a play 
in a day.

Date:  Wednesday 16 December 

Time:  10am to 3pm 

Cost:  Free

Ages:  8 to 13 years

Venue:  Westbourne Park Memorial Hall, 
Cumberland Park Community Centre

Bookings:  www.trybooking.com/BMFDE 

Games Galore
Did you know that Sunday 20 December is 
International Games Day? Join us for a mega-
marathon of strategy, role play, cheating, and fun 
across one weekend as we take over Hawthorn 
Community Centre for two mega-days of strategy, 
role play, board games and Mafia. (Note: Please 
book Dungeons and Dragons and Zines activities 
separately.)

Date:  Saturday 19 and Sunday 20 December 

Time:  10am to 4pm 

Cost:  Free

Ages:  8 to 17 years

Venue:  Westbourne Park Memorial Hall, 
Cumberland Park Community Centre

Bookings: 

D&D: www.trybooking.com/BMFDQ 

Zines:  www.trybooking.com/BMFHA 

mitchamschristmasfestival
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Christmas Hours for Mitcham Council Services
Council Civic Centre
Normal opening hours 9am to 5pm weekdays.

Thursday 24 December 9am to 2pm

Friday 25 December  
Christmas Day Public Holiday Closed

Monday 28 December Closed

Tuesday 29 December Closed

Wednesday 30 December Closed

Thursday 31 December Closed

Friday 1 January 2021  
New Year’s Day Public Holiday Closed

Normal opening hours resume on 
Monday 4 January 2021.

Council Depot
Normal opening hours 8am to 4pm weekdays.

Thursday 24 December 8am to 2pm

Friday 25 December  
Christmas Day Public Holiday Closed

Monday 28 December Closed

Tuesday 29 December Closed

Wednesday 30 December Closed

Thursday 31 December Closed

Friday 1 January 2021  
New Year’s Day Public Holiday Closed

Normal opening hours resume on 
Monday 4 January 2021.

Domestic Waste Collections 
Christmas/New Year
Kerbside waste and recycling collections will 
be delayed by one day on Christmas Day and 
New Year’s Day.

Lynton Green Organics  
Drop-off Facility
The Lynton Green Organics Drop-off Facility will be 
closed from Monday 14 December 2020 and will 
reopen Saturday 2 January 2021.

Mitcham Cultural Village
The Mitcham Cultural Village will be closed 
from 5pm on Friday 18 December 2020 and 
will reopen on Monday 4 January 2021. The 
Mitcham Community Shed will be closed from 
5pm Friday 18 December and will reopen 
Monday 11 January 2021.

Community Centres
The Mitcham Community Centre, the Blackwood 
Community Centre, the Cumberland Park 
Community Centre, the Hawthorn Community 
Centre and all other halls for hire will be closed 
from 5pm on Friday 18 December 2020 and will 
reopen on Monday 4 January 2021.

Community Bus
The Community Bus service finishes at 4pm on 
Friday 18 December 2020 and will recommence 
Monday 4 January 2021.

On behalf of the 
Mayor, Elected 
Members and 
staff of the City of 
Mitcham, we wish 
you all the joys of 
the festive season 
and our very 
best wishes for a 
Happy New Year. 
We look forward to 
being of continued 
service to our 
local residents, 
businesses and 
community groups 
in 2021.

Merry Christmas to our volunteers
The Mayor, Elected Members and staff would like to thank our dedicated 
volunteers for their work on Council programs throughout the year and wish 
you and your families a very Merry Christmas and health and happiness for the 
New Year.
This year has been a very challenging one, 
but our wonderful volunteers have continued 
to adapt to the changes and supported the 
programs in many different ways. 

Their commitment to supporting the community 
has been outstanding. We appreciated the extra 
effort each and every one of our volunteers 
showed during this trying year. 

Christmas is a time for reflection and this year 
has certainly shown how resilient our volunteer 
community can be. 

There will be many more important volunteer 
roles next year and each one will help our 
community thrive.

If you would like to become a Council volunteer and help in your community,  
phone Lynne on 8372 8860.
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Mitcham Memorial Library 
Thursday 24 December 10am to 2pm

Friday 25 December 
Christmas Day Public Holiday Closed

Saturday 26 December Closed

Sunday 27 December Closed

Monday 28 December Closed

Tuesday 29 December 10am to 5.30pm

Wednesday 30 December 10am to 8pm

Thursday 31 December  10am to 4pm

Friday 1 January 2021 
New Year’s Day Public Holiday Closed

Normal opening hours resume on 
Saturday 2 January 2021.

Blackwood Library
Thursday 24 December 10am to 2pm

Friday 25 December  
Christmas Day Public Holiday Closed

Saturday 26 December Closed

Sunday 27 December Closed

Monday 28 December Closed

Tuesday 29 December Closed

Wednesday 30 December Closed

Thursday 31 December Closed

Friday 1 January 2021 
New Year’s Day Public Holiday Closed

Normal opening hours resume on 
Saturday 2 January 2021.

Library items can be returned via the after-hours 
chutes. Overdue fees on Library items will not 
be applied during this time. Please do not leave 
items if the chutes are closed.

Story Time will take a break from 19 December 
to 1 February 2021.

Blackwood Toy Library
The Blackwood Toy Library will be closed from 
11.45am on Wednesday 23 December and will 
reopen on Thursday 2 January 2021.

No toys will be due for return during the 
closure period.

Christmas Hours for Mitcham Council Services

Council will 
provide essential 
services and respond 
to emergencies 
throughout the 
Christmas and New 
Year period. Please 
call 8372 8888.

Council’s Immunisation 
Service Clinics
No clinic will be held on Wednesday 6 January 2021 at either the City of 
Mitcham Civic Centre or Blackwood Community Centre.
Immunisation Service Clinics will be held on:

 � Wednesday 2 December 2021 at the City of Mitcham Civic Centre (11.30am to 1pm) and the 
Blackwood Community Centre (5.30pm to 6.30pm).

 � Wednesday 20 January 2021 at the Blackwood Community Centre (11.30am to 12.30pm) and the 
City of Mitcham Civic Centre (5.30pm to 7pm).

Full details about Council’s public immunisation clinics at Mitcham and Blackwood can be 
obtained from www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au or by contacting Council’s Immunisation 
Coordinator on 8372 8816.

Council waste collection, Lynton 
Green Organics Drop-off Facility 
and Blackwood Library may be 
impacted on days of high heat and 
Extreme or Catastrophic Fire Risk 
Days and residents are encouraged 
to monitor social media on these 
days for any potential changes to 
normal services.

Call the Customer 
Service Centre 
on 8372 8888 for 
more information.
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DPA approval 
At its meeting of 10 March 2020, Council endorsed 
the amended Growth Precincts DPA. The DPA 
was then approved by the Minster for Planning 
and Local Government, Hon. Vickie Chapman 
MP, as required under the Development Act, 
and was gazetted on 20 August 2020. Since 
that time, the new and updated policies have 
been consolidated into the Mitcham (City) 
Development Plan. The Plan can be accessed at 
www.sa.gov.au/topics/planning-and-property/
development-plans/greater-metropolitan-
adelaide-development-plans/mitcham-city-
development-plan.

Spatial 
Vision paves 
the way for 
growth 
The City of Mitcham has updated 
its Development Plan to create 
opportunities for investment, growth 
and change in four key precincts 
as we work towards achieving the 
Spatial Vision for the City of Mitcham.
During 2016 and 2017 a Spatial Vision for the 
City of Mitcham was developed by Council with 
the help of the community. Our Spatial Vision 
sets out how the City should grow and develop 
into the future, with an emphasis on stimulating 
investment and economic growth, balanced 
against maintaining the special residential 
character that exists within many areas of our City.

The Spatial Vision represents a number of 
planning aspirations which will help guide 
Council’s strategic decision making into the future. 
The Spatial Vision identifies:

 � key precincts with opportunity for growth and 
change to stimulate investment and economic 
development;

 � key transport connections to, from and within 
the City; 

 � areas for small-scale, gradual growth and 
change within the City; 

 � areas which are 'off limits' for significant 
development and change (such as state and 
local heritage); and 

 � areas with special residential character.

The Growth Precincts 
Development Plan 
Amendment
The Growth Precincts Development Plan 
Amendment (DPA) process began in February 
2019 and aims to reinforce our key growth 
precincts as the focus for economic and 
development activity within the City. 

The DPA supports: 

 � investment and economic growth opportunities 
within existing centres; 

 � a greater mix of land use and flexibility for 
business diversification; 

 � increased housing choice and densities in 
locations around centres; and

 � opportunities for increased height and 
development intensity within our centres. 

Community consultation held over October 
and November 2019 offered the community an 
opportunity to participate in the DPA process. 
During this time Council received more than 250 
consultation submissions. Following consultation, 
and in response to community feedback, Council 
amended the Growth Precincts DPA to address 
a number of key concerns. Details of feedback 
and amendments are set out in the Summary of 
Consultation and Proposed Amendment Report. 
Along with the consultation report, maps and fact 
sheets, the summary is available on the Growth 
Precincts DPA project webpage at  
www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/growthprecincts.
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Opportunities for Significant Change  

1 Precinct 1: Flinders and St Marys
 � A driver of the state's economy with health and education facilities that are 
competitive in a global market.

 � A renewed vibrancy in and around a world renowned innovative precinct with 
strong regional links and a large daily influx of visitors.

 � A variety of housing, services and leisure offerings for a diverse demographic.

 � A distinctively leafy and green environment for our community, students and 
visitors to live, recreate, stay, study and work.

 � A regional hub that benefits from and supports alternative modes of transport.

2 Precinct 2: Goodwood and Daws Roads
 � A region focussed on the physical and mental wellbeing of its community based 
on the ability for residents to 'age in place'.

 � A recognised destination that is sensitively integrated into the existing 
community, with small-scale commercial ventures that support the community.

 � An area driven by innovation and diverse solutions where accommodation, allied 
health and medical and other services support a mix of generations.

 � A strategically located opportunity area in close proximity to the Southern 
Innovation District and a direct route between it and the City of Adelaide.

3 Precinct 3: Blackwood Centre
 � A strong identity as a unique hills destination supported by clear physical and 
cultural focal points and a broad range of services, leisure and lifestyle offerings.

 � A walkable main street made vibrant both day and night by attracting visitors and 
offering a diversity of housing options nearby.

 � A range of transport options and improved amenity for pedestrians.

4 Precinct 4: Belair Road Centre
 � Expanded opportunities for new and existing commercial development.

 � A vibrant commercial centre with diverse housing options.

 � A walkable strip with access to places that support economic, cultural and civic 
amenities.

5 Precinct 5: Goodwood and Cross Roads
 � A flexible, activated space with a mix of housing choices and fine grain mixed use 
developments providing employment opportunities.

 � A recognisable pedestrian friendly node enlivening a key movement/transport 
approach to the Flinders and St Marys precinct.

South Road: opportunities unknown at 
this stage
Major employment, education, research 
and innovation precinct

A Possible tram routes

B Possible removal of rail freight

C Possible Southern link road

D Improved links to Marion and 
Blackwood

E Extension to Tonsley Line rail link

Limited Change

Small scale, incremental change

C1 Special Character Area - Cumberland Park

C2 Special Character Area - Westbourne Park

C3 Special Character Area - Hawthorn

C4 Special Character Area - Brownhill Creek

C5 Special Character Area - Mitcham

C6 Special Character Area - Springfield

C7 Special Character Area - Hills 1

C8 Special Character Area - Hills 2

C9 Special Character Area - Hills 3

Historic conservation areas  
- no change - off limits
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Special Residential Character Areas DPA
To further progress the implementation of our Spatial Vision, and to balance the aspirations of the Growth 
Precincts DPA, Council is now embarking on further planning policy improvement by way of a Special 
Residential Character Areas DPA. 

The Special Residential Character Areas DPA is focussed on strengthening development policies for a 
number of different areas across the City, to maintain the unique and special residential character for the 
benefit of future generations. 

Fundamentally, we seek to ensure important character policies are not lost as we transition to the new 
Planning and Design Code. Consultation on the Special Residential Character Areas DPA was conducted 
during September and October 2020. Further information on the Special Residential Character Areas DPA is 
available at www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/draftdpa.

Looking ahead
The outcomes of the Growth Precincts DPA are a direct result of significant and ongoing strategic planning 
work, including extensive engagement and consultation with the Mitcham community, over recent years. 
The Growth Precincts DPA greatly assists the City of Mitcham position itself for investment, economic 
growth and change in the right locations, and is well balanced by the upcoming Special Residential 
Character Areas DPA designed to maintain the special residential character of many areas of the City.

If you would like further 
information on the Growth 
Precincts DPA, or any other 
planning matters, please 
contact our Planning Team 
on 8372 8888. 
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Gallery One 
welcomes 
Council support
Mitcham gallery and art and craft 
school Gallery One has welcomed 
City of Mitcham’s decision to extend 
rent relief to tenants of Council-
owned buildings.
Gallery Chairman David Milne said the 
organisation had lost revenue from classes, 
exhibitions and sales during a seven-week 
COVID-19 shutdown and subsequent restrictions. 

Mr Milne said Federal Government support 
and Council rent relief on the building, located 
at the Mitcham Cultural Village, had kept the 
organisation afloat.

“We had to cancel planned events including 
exhibitions, our yarn festival and Mitcham Art 
Prize,” Mr Milne said. “We’re slowly getting back 
on track but some of our classes are not back to 
full quota yet.”

Established in 1974, the not-for-profit 
independent arts gallery is one of the longest 
running organisations of its kind in Australia and 
receives no government funding.

The gallery is supported by volunteers and 
promotes and showcases arts and crafts with a 
strong community and art teaching focus.

Julie Arnott first attended classes at the gallery 
20 years ago when she was a ‘young mum’.

“Now I’m a grandmother and I teach classes here; 
to me it’s like a second home,” she said. “I get 
to meet all these great people; there’s a lot of 
interaction ad it’s a great atmosphere.”

Pasadena seeks new players
With membership at its lowest level 
in 51 years, the Pasadena Tennis Club 
is appealing for new members.
The Club was formed as part of the Pasadena 
Community Association in 1969 when two tennis 
courts were installed at Naomi Terrace Reserve. 
Coaching began in 1970 and by the early 1980s 
there were up to 40 paying members.

In 1984 a third court was installed, financed by 
the Club. In 2000 the courts were open for public 
use and the Club entered a new license and lease 
agreement with the City of Mitcham.

Today there are 10 members who meet each 
Saturday for a social tennis afternoon.

“More people are working on the weekends and 
don’t have time or want to commit for tennis,” 
Club President Dianne Rattray said. “It’s a shame 
because it is a good way to keep fit and socialise – 
we’ve all been friends for many years.”

The Club hopes to absorb some of the players 
from the former Gibbs Park Club at Eden Hills 
which closed this year due to low membership.

Since 2000 the Club has received a $2000 grant to 
help with court maintenance and $1500 to install 
a new kitchen. 

Over the years the clubrooms have been used for 
playgroup, netball, table tennis and cricket.

“We are extremely grateful to the original 
members of the Pasadena Community Association 
for their hard and tireless work in creating the 
Naomi Terrace Reserve and clubrooms for the 
current members to enjoy and the many members 
of the public who use the courts regularly.”

Pasadena’s tennis afternoon runs from 1.30pm to 
around 4pm. 

Contact Dianne on 0402 919 110 or email 
diratts@bigpond.net.au for more information.

Left: Pasadena Club members Dianne, Sue, Anne and Chris 
are hoping to attract new players this summer.

Knitters donate 
to Purple Bin 
Project
Community Wellbeing ‘Knit and 
Natter’ groups have donated 
a range of knitted goods, from 
beanies to blankets, to a new 
social enterprise operating in the 
City of Mitcham.

Jodie Talbot from The Purple Bin Project at the 
Cumberland Park Community Centre, one of several 
bin locations across Adelaide.

Intensive care nurse Jodie Talbot is collecting 
goods for disadvantaged adults and young 
people as part of the Purple Bin Project.

Ms Talbot started her social enterprise 'With 
Love and Kindness' after witnessing first-hand 
the struggles faced by people through her 
work at Flinders Medical Centre’s Intensive 
Care Unit, women’s shelters and other 
charity groups. 

“I saw a need, particularly among young 
women, for basic items such as new 
underwear, socks and personal toiletries,” she 
said. “This is a way that our community can 
make a difference to people’s lives.”

The mother-of-two has a team of volunteers 
and has delivered purple bins to a range 
of sites across Adelaide including the 
Cumberland Park Community Centre and 
Blackwood Community Centre. Donations are 
delivered directly to local shelters and charity 
organisations including Baptist Care SA. 

Knit and Natter groups meet at Blackwood on 
Monday afternoons and Cumberland Park on 
Tuesday afternoons. Beginners are welcome.

To find out more please contact Deb in 
Community Wellbeing on 8372 8803 or 
0434 078 700.

Gallery One Coordinator Sanya Zunic and Teacher 
Julie Arnott.

As well as regular exhibitions, art and craft sales, 
the gallery hosts a range of art classes including 
Life Drawing, Portrait Drawing, Watercolour 
Painting, Oil and Acrylic Painting and Fundamental 
Drawing. It also offers classes in Creative Writing, 
Crochet and Knitting, Embroidery, Miniatures, 
Bobbin Lace, Teddy Bears and Cloth Dolls 
and Felting. 

In recent months the gallery has hosted a ‘pop-up 
shop’, Unley High School art students’ exhibition, 
weekly blog and online logo competition.

Opening hours are Tuesday to Friday 10am to 
4.30pm and the first Saturday of the month, 
1pm to 5pm. 

To find out more visit www.galleryone.org.au 
or call 8272 4504.
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Spring rains a welcome boost 
A wet start to spring delivered a welcome boost to the record number of street 
trees planted across the City of Mitcham in 2020.
Council has planted 1535 trees as part of its Winter 
Tree Planting Program that stretches from May to 
September each year.

A wet start to spring and predictions of a cooler, 
wetter summer is expected to promote the 
growth of these new trees planted across our 
suburbs and reserves.

As part of its Tree Strategy 2016-2025 Council 
has committed to progressively increasing tree 
planting to 1,800 street trees a year by 2025.

This year’s tree planting target was two years 
ahead of schedule and Council is on track to plant 
1,800 trees next winter – four years ahead of the 
Strategy’s target.

A total of 1240 street trees and 294 reserve trees 
were planted in 2020, helped along by the 500 

trees distributed to residents as part of City of 
Mitcham’s Arbour Day event. 

Under Council’s tree policy, trees under Council’s 
care are retained for as long as possible and 
only removed when issues such as pests or 
structural hazards cannot be addressed through 
maintenance.

City of Mitcham Mayor Dr Heather Holmes-Ross 
said it was wonderful to see new trees thriving 
across the city.

“Trees contribute so much to Mitcham’s character, 
amenity and environment,” she said. “We are 
committed to increasing our canopy to provide 
shade and shelter and to cool our suburbs.”

Right: Council’s Tree Planting Program team’s Ben Stevens 
and David Sheldrick with some newly planted Pyrus 
calleryana 'Chanticleer' (Chanticleer Pear) at Urrbrae.

Keeping  
‘mozzies’ at bay 
Mosquitoes breed in calm, still 
water mainly during the summer 
months. The most effective way 
of controlling mosquitoes is to 
eliminate these breeding sites. 
Here are some handy tips to help 
you enjoy warm nights outside. 

 � Remove all containers, such as tins, jars or 
tyres that hold water, or cover or put holes 
in them.

 � Keep fishponds stocked with fish (goldfish 
or native fish are recommended).

 � Keep roof guttering in good repair and 
regularly remove leaves and debris to 
prevent water pooling.

 � Empty pot plant drip trays once a week or 
fill them with sand to absorb excess water.

 � Keep swimming pools disinfected or salted.

 � Screen rainwater tanks, septic tanks and 
other large water containers with wire 
gauze no coarser than 1mm mesh.

 � Replace bird bath water and pets’ drinking 
water at least once a week.

 � Drill holes in tyres used for swings and 
garden surrounds to allow water to drain 
from them.

 � Boats, canoes and dinghies should be 
overturned or have the drain plug removed 
so that they do not hold water after rain.

For more information please contact the 
Environmental Health team on 8372 8888.

Avoid, reuse, 
recycle this 
Christmas
With Christmas just around the 
corner, here are some great ways you 
can avoid, reduce, reuse, recycle and 
compost waste to save you time and 
money this festive season.
Avoid According to Gumtree research, seven out 
of 10 Australians receive at least one unwanted 
gift at Christmas which equates to 60 million 
unwanted gifts. Choose an experience such as 
a night out, a charity gift or an eco-friendly gift 
– new parents might appreciate compostable 
nappies, for example. 

Reuse good quality decorations or make your 
own with natural materials such as pinecones or 
gumnuts or reused Christmas paper and cards. 

Recycle Christmas wrapping paper only – no 
cellophane or plastic wrapping please. If you 
can’t rip it, you can’t recycle it in the yellow bin. 
Cellophane can be recycled in REDCycle bins at 
Coles and Woolworths.

Compost your fruit and vegetable scraps in your 
own compost bin or worn farm. Remember all 
food scraps including meat, seafood, bones and 
dairy can go in your green bin. Tip: to avoid smells 
from seafood at Christmas, wrap in newspaper 
and store in the freezer until the night before 
bin collection. 

Food Scraps Recycling Trial Update
The three-year pilot program which aims to reduce food waste going to landfill 
is entering its final year. 
Under the trial, funded by City of Mitcham and 
Green Industries SA, a total of 21 per cent of food 
scraps was diverted from landfill within the 
trial area.

There remains the opportunity to divert a further 
38 per cent of food scraps and compostable 
material, which still go into the blue landfill bin 
each week.

If you are a resident of Clapham, Eden Hills, 
Panorama, Pasadena or St Marys, please collect 

your free compostable bags from the Civic Centre or 
Blackwood Library. Proof of residence is required. 

We are also seeking your feedback on how you 
have found the trial. To complete the food scraps 
recycling trial survey please visit  
www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/kitchencaddies 
or scan the QR code. Survey participants will go in 
the draw to win one of two VISA gift cards. 

Like to know more? Contact the 
Waste Management team on 8372 8809.

 mitcham community news 11

http://www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/kitchencaddies


Telephone: 0403 161 462

dmunro@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

In around February 2019 Council was sitting at 
approximately a 25 to 30 per cent completion 
rate of the capital work projects for the 19/20 
financial year.

Many residents and I watched with interest 
whether Council would complete more than half 
the budget allocation for capital projects. Whilst 
I don’t expect that Council reaches 100 per cent 
complete, as there is always going to be timing 
issues, I do expect that we reach around 80 per 
cent. The reason is that ratepayers have paid for 
these projects to be completed and should be 
able to enjoy the benefit of the updated or new 
capital item. 

Recently we had our Budget Review One for 
the 20/21 financial year that was brought to the 
Chamber where we assess how the first quarter 
has gone against the budget. We are already 
seeing some capital works being shuffled around 
and I hope the Chamber will be watching very 
carefully what happens at Budget Review Two, 
which is usually around February, to see the 
progress of capital works. I am a firm believer if 
you are raising rates to fund these projects then 
they should be completed as close to possible 
within the financial year and not have millions 
of ratepayers’ dollars sitting in the bank earning 
interest because the works are delayed.

Interestingly enough we had a briefing the other 
day (yep anther one - that is probably the 987th 
briefing for the year) which talked about whether 
Council is providing sufficient representation 
or whether ratepayers are over-represented, 
meaning are there too many Councillors. I would 
have to agree that there are too many Councillors 
and it should be reduced. Currently we have six 
wards, with two Councillors in each ward except 
for one, which has three. With 13 Councillors it is 
difficult to get items through in a timely manner 
as the debate can be unnecessarily extended. 

It will be interesting where this topic goes and, 
whilst I think the Chamber would benefit from 
fewer Elected Members, you have to consider how 
much the workload will be increased per Elected 
Member and whether you will end up with a 
group of retired and semi-retired people who will 
have the time to take on the increased workload. I 
am not sure that is such a good thing as we need a 
mix of people in the Chamber. It is a tricky balance 
but certainly 13 Elected Members is too many and 
hopefully there is a change.

A big welcome and congratulations to Rod and 
Coralie as the new ward members for Gault. It’s 
great to have a full Chamber again.

Have a great Xmas and New Year and looking 
forward to a quiet ‘high risk’ weather season and 
a vaccine in 2021.

Babbage Ward
Cr David Munro

Craigburn Ward
Cr Karen Hockley

Telephone: 0423 919 080

khockley@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

My council rates notice arrived a few weeks ago 
in the distinctive City of Mitcham envelope. It’s a 
significant bill. The minimum rates for residential 
land in Mitcham are about $1,100 per year, the 
average rates are about $1,800 and some pay a 
lot more.

Council is in the middle of a compulsory rates 
review. This involves considering how the burden 
of rates should fall in the community and enables 
Council to make some limited adjustments. 

Currently Council has a minimum rate that 
could be increased, decreased or removed. This 
minimum rate means that people who have 
homes that are lower in value pay more than they 
otherwise would and others with higher value 
homes pay a bit less. 

Justifications for retaining or even increasing the 
minimum rate have been articulated by some 
Councillors. These include the idea that council 
rates are a fee for service and even those living in 
lower values homes should make a contribution 
for services delivered. Another idea is that these 
low value homes are rental properties and that 
landlords can and should pay more.

Council could also change the way it levies rates so 
that people with very high value homes don’t pay 
quite as much as they do now and more of the rate 
burden falls to the majority of homeowners whose 
homes are around the average value for Mitcham. 
This would mean that a few households would 
have a significant reduction and the majority 
would have an increase to make up the difference.

When faced with these types of decisions I go 
back to basics and first principles. The first of 
these is that council rates are a tax, levied by an 
arm of government to provide social goods and 
services that are shared by and benefit the whole 
community. It’s not a fee for service model.

Secondly all taxes, state, federal and local, should 
be applied in accordance with the individual’s 
capacity to pay. This is the equity principle. 
Information provided to Councillors demonstrates 
that property value is correlated with income and 
capacity to pay. This means that a rating system 
that increases the amount payable as property 
values increase is progressive and satisfies 
equitable principle.

Finally, the amount and timing of any tax should 
be known to taxpayers so that they can plan their 
finances and the method of collection should be 
efficient so that the taxpayers pay no more than 
necessary.

Another factor to be considered is whether 
councils have a role in stimulating the economy. 
We have heard from the Premier and from 
business and community leaders that councils 
should be investing in new infrastructure. It’s 
said that this will create jobs and improve and 
maintain the vibrancy of our commercial districts.

There is so much to consider and I’m keen to 
hear your perspective. Do you think that the 
equity principle is the primary consideration, or 
is it something else? I’d love to hear from you. 
Please call me on 0423919080 or email me at  
KHockley@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au.

Telephone: 0401 841 000

hholmes-ross@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

In recent times metropolitan councils have been 
encouraged to increase housing density in line 
with the 2010 State Government’s 30-year plan 
for Greater Adelaide. The document includes an 
aspirational target for 85 per cent of growth to 
occur within the current metropolitan footprint by 
2045. This goal is reflected in the nuances of the 
new Planning and Design Code.
There are good reasons to control urban sprawl, 
including avoiding encroachment onto productive 
agricultural and horticultural land and reducing 
issues related to urban fringe growth such as 
car dependence, limited access to services, and 
high infrastructure costs. Additionally, there are 
advantages to urban infill. It provides smaller 
dwellings which can attract younger people to 
the area and allows older residents to downsize. 
However, absorbing increased population into 
the suburbs puts additional strain on existing 
infrastructure, such as schools, libraries, open 
spaces, and roads.
One of the things residents most value in Mitcham 
is the leafy green look of our city. Unfortunately, 
an additional problem with infill development is 
that most blocks are totally cleared of vegetation, 
with no regard to retaining mature trees. This is 
despite well documented evidence that trees, 
particularly mature ones, improve our health and 
wellbeing, help cool our suburbs, and increase 
our property values. 
The rate of tree canopy loss is alarming. Last 
year Council increased its annual tree planting 
from 1200 to 1600 trees, but that won’t increase 
our canopy - it only makes up the tree loss from 
private land. The assumption that Council can 
keep up the offset is unsustainable, because 
we’re running out of spaces to plant, and this is 
happening not just in Mitcham, but throughout 
suburban Adelaide.
To this end, during October I was proud to 
coordinate the signing by metropolitan mayors 
of an open letter to Minister for Planning, the 
Hon Vickie Chapman, requesting that she review 
the regulations regarding tree retention in the 
new Planning and Design Code. It is encouraging 
that the Minister appears willing to listen, has 
postponed the implementation of phase 3 of the 
new Code, and has announced further community 
consultation. I am hopeful that she will heed 
our call to retain trees through the development 
process and in particular, increase the protection 
of significant and regulated trees, to help save our 
precious tree canopy. 
What a year we’ve had! Starting with extreme 
weather, followed by a worldwide public health 
disaster, I have witnessed fear, loss, loneliness, 
hardship, anguish and uncertainty, alongside 
selflessness, empathy, thankfulness, innovation, joy 
and resilience, like never before in our community. 
I wish to sincerely thank everyone who has played 
a part in keeping us safe this year, and wish you all - 
Elected Members, Council staff and volunteers, and 
every member of our community, a safe, happy and 
peaceful festive season. 
Lastly, but certainly not least, I would like to 
extend a warm welcome to our new Gault Ward 
Councillor, Coralie Cheney. I’m really looking to 
working with her and am sure she’ll make an 
excellent addition to the Elected Member team.

Mayor
Dr Heather  
Holmes-Ross
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Telephone: 0413 099 304

rmoss@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

As the new Councillor for Gault, it is an understatement 
to say that the past two months have been an intense 
learning curve, particularly taking over from someone 
as experienced as Stephen Fisher. Stepping into the 
Chamber at a time when critical decisions were being 
made on whole of Council finances, rates, key projects, 
asset planning, ward restructuring and COVID support has 
been a challenging but enjoyable experience. 

Learning the protocols of the Chamber and absorbing 
the background information about major initiatives in 
progress has been the biggest challenge and remains a 
work in progress. 

Feedback from Gault residents highlight the following 
as major issues of concern:

 � Increased traffic flow particularly involving heavy 
vehicles through Lower Mitcham, Colonel Light 
Gardens and Westbourne Park

 � Parking on verges, across footpaths and entrances to 
properties

 � Management of trees and streetscapes

 � Maintenance and renewals of footpaths and roads

 � Heritage and environmental matters

 � Equity of maintenance spending across the ward

 � Housing development density and sub-division of 
properties particularly around Deepdene Avenue, 
Westbourne Park 

Clearly some of these are not singularly Council 
responsibilities and maintaining a strong relationship 
with other levels of government is an important aspect 
of achieving best results. 

As we come out of the ‘Covid curveball’ that was thrown 
at us and life drifts back towards normal, it is good 
to reflect on how lucky we are to live where we do 
and to appreciate all the things we have on hand in 
comparison with so many others less fortunate. 

There remains a lot of work to do, however, to maintain 
the healthy community we all enjoy, and my ongoing 
priorities as Councillor include:

 � Advocating responsible management of debt and 
value for money in major capital investments

 � Ensuring those in need are cared for with dignity and 
are a priority when changes to services are considered

 � Promoting accessible facilities for community use in 
all forms of recreational and organised sport

 � Ensuring community infrastructure is maintained in 
an equitable, safe and sustainable manner

 � Ensuring ratepayers’ money is spent effectively and 
for the benefit of the broad community as much as is 
practical

 � Improving liaison with ratepayers through open 
contact with Local Elected Members and all forms of 
Council communications.

I am delighted to now have Coralie Cheney as my 
fellow Gault Councillor and I am confident that Coralie’s 
business experience and local background knowledge 
will contribute to a strong representation for the 
residents of Gault. 

I would also like to thank Mayor Dr Heather Holmes-Ross 
and my fellow Councillors for their warm welcome to the 
Chamber and equally thank CEO Matt Pears, all managers 
and administration staff who have been particularly 
friendly and helpful. 

I have already learned that it is not possible to be all things 
for all people and I will endeavour to continue to listen 
and do what I think is best for the local community and the 
Council as a whole.

Gault Ward
Cr Rod Moss

Telephone: 0402 517 945

jsanderson@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

Street trees
If you have a new Council tree in front of your 
residence, please spend a couple of minutes and 
give the tree a bucket of water or two to help it to 
establish and survive the hot weather which it is 
about to encounter. The Council water truck also 
helps them, watering on a regular basis. The first 
two years of a tree’s life is vital to establish its root 
system and have a healthy tree in future years.

Budget
Council’s 2020/2021 Budget and Financial Plan 
is now completed. This year’s preparation was 
delayed due to COVID-19, but hard work by staff 
and Elected Members has enabled this important 
work to be completed.

COVID-19 pandemic
COVID-19 has changed the way Council has 
operated over this period. Having Council 
meetings by Zoom created some problems at 
times. Council meetings are still under COVID 
regulations with seating arrangements in 
the Chamber.

All South Australians should be congratulated 
for the way they have conducted themselves 
during this period. We have been extremely lucky 
as well.

Rubbish
Summer is coming and this is a clean-up time as 
the wet weather has generated a huge amount of 
growth, creating a fire danger as well as creating 
a shelter for snakes and other vermin to hide. 
Empty any objects holding water as this will then 
not attract mosquitoes to annoy your family at a 
barbecue.

Please take care on how you dispose you rubbish 
into correct bins. If you have large objects to be 
removed from your property, call Council for to 
book a hard rubbish collection. 

Christmas activities
2020 has been an unusual year due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and accordingly many 
activities have been cancelled in their usual 
format. Council is not having Christmas Carols this 
year. Other activities are currently being discussed, 
so keep an eye on social media or the Council’s 
website for updates.

This is my last article for the Mitcham Community 
News before Christmas and the New Year break. 
There will be fewer festivals and celebrations this 
year, so I would like to wish you all a safe and 
restful break and best wishes for Christmas and 
a great New Year. Enjoy, keep yourself and your 
family safe during this festive time.

As always, I appreciate the opportunity to meet, 
talk with, learn and support residents on local 
issues in Overton Ward.  
Contact me on 0402 517 945 or email 
jsanderson@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au.

Overton Ward
Cr John Sanderson

Telephone: 0478 076 400

jbange@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au

Depot Staff
We are closing in on the last part of a year like no 
other. COVID-19 has been a huge disruptor across 
our society and Council’s operations have had to 
be modified considerably. 

Though our indoor staff were largely able to work 
from home, I wish to focus my piece on those staff 
who didn’t have this option. This is predominantly 
our Depot staff and I wish to personally thank 
them for maintaining their output through a very 
challenging time, still ongoing.

Our Depot staff are outdoors, doing the work 
we often take for granted but which is crucial. 
Imagine if our weekly rubbish wasn’t collected? 

The range of work our Depot staff tackles 
ranges from graffiti removal, tree planting and 
pruning, playground audits and maintenance, 
street sweeping, footpath and road works, line 
marking, mowing, aeration and fertilisation of 
sporting grounds and reserves, planting of garden 
beds, maintenance of vehicle fleet including the 
servicing of rubbish trucks, removal of dumped 
rubbish and, when public events are running, 
preparation and cleanup. 

No doubt I haven’t covered the full range of their 
operations but you can see it is extensive and really 
affects the appearance and amenity of our suburbs.

When COVID first presented and restrictions were 
enforced, these hit our Depot staff particularly hard, 
given the largely physical nature of their workday. 

Start times were staggered, only one person 
allowed per vehicle, and crew sizes were limited. 
Imagine trying to undertake physical work, such 
as heavy lifting, requiring more than one person, 
while still socially distancing. Yet, as I travel 
round our Council area, I see no deterioration of 
standards over the COVID months and indeed can 
notice improvements done by our Depot staff and 
this makes me so proud. 

Before getting elected, I failed to appreciate the 
extent of assets for which our Depot staff are 
responsible. Unlike neighbouring Unley Council 
(which covers a mere 14 square km) our Council 
area is five times bigger. We are very fortunate 
to have large swathes of open space, but these 
require considerable staffing resources to maintain. 

To provide more perspective, our Outdoor staff 
maintain 190 reserves, 120 garden beds, 13 
sports grounds/ovals and 68 playgrounds. This is a 
massive undertaking, especially in summer when 
grass and weeds grow so quickly.

I hope that, by highlighting the scale and extent 
of Council’s operations, residents might be more 
mindful of how their rates - comprising just five 
per cent of all government tax paid by residents - 
are spent. 

As I said, before getting elected, I had no idea that 
Council had so many responsibilities. In this article 
I have highlighted the crucial work of our Depot 
staff, but Council’s operations are more extensive, 
including immunisation, school holiday programs, 
kindergartens and aged care services, to name a 
few areas of responsibility.

In closing, I hope that 2021 will be less 
challenging for all of us as we adapt to the 
changes that COVID continues to impose.

The Park Ward
Cr Jane Bange
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Are you 
bushfire 
ready? 
Prepare.  
Act. Survive. 
The Bushfire Season for 
the Mount Lofty Fire Ban 
District usually begins on 
1 December 2020. 
Bushfire prevention is a year-round responsibility 
and a necessity. It is far more than a weekend 
cleanup just prior to the bushfire season.

It is essential to prepare your home to withstand a 
bushfire. If you ignore the need for fuel reduction 
prior to and during the fire danger season, you 
may endanger both your own property and the 
lives and property of your neighbours.

Council Services on Extreme and Catastrophic Fire Risk Days
Council services will be restricted in Mitcham Council's higher fire risk area on days when a fire danger rating of 
Catastrophic or Extreme is issued for the Mount Lofty Ranges District.
As a community leader and responsible employer 
the City of Mitcham responds to the South 
Australian Country Fire Service fire danger rating 
to ensure the safety of our staff and volunteers.

In the event of a Catastrophic and Extreme fire 
danger warning, Council services will be restricted 
in the designated ‘High Fire Risk Area’ of Council.

Services that will be affected are:

 � Blackwood Library will be closed.

 � The Blackwood Community Centre and 
Blackwood Toy Library will be closed.

 � No Immunisation Clinic will be available at the 
Blackwood Community Centre.

 � The collection of domestic waste (blue lid 
bin), green organic bin (green lid) and the 
recyclables bin (yellow lid) may occur on an 
Extreme Fire Risk Day. Council will continually 
monitor the conditions to ensure the safety 
of our community and waste truck operators. 
This may mean that the time your waste is 
usually collected may change. It is important 
that you place your bins out for collection by 

6am and leave your bins out until collected. 
The collection of domestic waste will not occur 
on a Catastrophic Fire Risk Day in the high fire 
risk area. 

 � The Lynton Green Organics Drop-Off Facility will 
be closed.

 � Attendance by Council concerning routine 
Animal Management, Parking Control and other 
General Compliance matters will continue on 
Extreme fire days but not Catastrophic fire days.

 � Attendance by Council to Planning, Building, 
Health and Fire Prevention inspections and 
meetings will continue on Extreme fire days but 
not Catastrophic fire days.

 � All maintenance, grass cutting, watering and 
pruning, bushfire reduction works, brush 
cutting and woody weed control will not be 
undertaken in the high fire risk area, and it will 
be postponed until the next appropriate day.

 � The Community Bus service will not operate. 
This service will resume as soon as the fire 
danger rating is downgraded. Personal 
Transport will continue to operate.

 � Home Maintenance and Social Programs will 
not operate. These services will resume as soon 
as the fire danger rating is downgraded.

 � Routine maintenance services for Council 
facilities will be re-scheduled.

 � Emergency situations that require the 
attendance of Council will be assessed on an 
individual basis.

 � Appointments with Council officers will be re-
scheduled. Council will contact relevant parties 
as appropriate, or alternatively contact can be 
made with the relevant officer to re-schedule 
the service.

 � All matters requiring the attendance of Council 
will be attended to as soon as appropriate once 
the fire danger rating has been downgraded. All 
matters that can be dealt with over the counter 
at the Civic Centre or by telephone or online will 
continue.

More information
Stay informed via the CFS 
website www.cfs.sa.gov.au or 
social media. Follow @cfsalerts 
and @cfstalk on Twitter, or like 
SA Country Fire Service and 
CFSUpdates on Facebook.
Do not rely on a single source  
for emergency warning information.

Bushfire safer places
If you live, work or travel in an area where bushfires can occur you need to be aware of where you can 
relocate to if you are threatened by a bushfire. The CFS has identified places that can offer relative safety 
from a bushfire. They are divided into two categories:

A bushfire safer place is a place of relative safety. 
It may be used as a first resort for people who 
have planned to leave high risk locations early on 
a bad fire day.

There are no guarantees for your safety if you 
choose to stay in a bushfire safer place, or if you 
relocate to one.

It is unlikely that you will be exposed to direct 
flame or radiant heat, but you may be exposed to 
sparks, embers and smoke. 

If you intend to relocate to a bushfire safer place 
you should do so early in the day or the night 
before a high-risk fire day.

Last minute decisions to relocate in the face of fire 
are extremely dangerous. 

If your Bushfire Survival Plan includes relocating 
to a bushfire safer place you should:

 � Identify where your nearest bushfire safer place 
is, decide what your triggers will be to relocate 
and what you will take with you.

 � Work out how you will get there or if there are 
any alternative routes. 

 � Consider the challenges you may face getting 
there, including smoke, additional traffic, 
fallen trees. 

A bushfire last resort refuge is a space or 
building which could be used as a last resort to 
shelter from a bushfire when personal Bushfire 
Survival Plans can’t be implemented.

They provide a minimum level of protection from 
the life-threatening effects of radiant heat and 
direct flame contact in a bushfire.

These refuges do not guarantee the survival 
of those who seek refuge there. Travelling to a 
bushfire last resort refuge may be dangerous 
- traffic congestion, fire activity, heavy smoke, 
accidents or fallen trees may block the route.

Emergency and support services may not be there 
and refuges may have limited capacity. 

They do not cater for animals, provide meals, 
amenity of special facilities and may not provide 
shelter from the elements, particularly flying 
sparks and embers.

A bushfire last resort refuge is not designed to 
replace a personal Bushfire Survival Plan. You 
should complete and practise your Plan to ensure 
that you and your family are prepared and know 
what to do in the event of a bushfire.
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FOR INFORMATION AND ADVICE ON PROTECTING YOUR PROPERTY FROM BUSHFIRE, CALL THE MITCHAM 
BUSHFIRE PREVENTION OFFICER ON 8372 8133.

BUSHFIRE READY
July
August
September
October

BUSHFIRE PREVENTION STARTS NOW
Prepare fire breaks.
Remove dead branches, fallen leaves and undergrowth.
Prune lower tree limbs.
Cut long grass within 20 metres of a residential dwelling while on slopes 
a fuel-reduced zone of 30 metres to 40 metres is recommended.
On properties over half a hectare, prepare and maintain a five metre fuel 
break around fence lines, buildings and equipment sheds.
Move bark, heavy mulch, woodpiles and other flammable materials 
away from the home and other buildings.

November COUNCIL INSPECTION OF RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES
Hazard reduction notices sent to land owners.
Check all equipment.
Prepare and review Bushfire Emergency Plans.
FIRE DANGER SEASON USUALLY BEGINS 1 DECEMBER 2020

December
January
February
March
April

FIRE DANGER SEASON
1 DECEMBER 2020 TO 30 APRIL 2021 BUT MAY BEGIN EARLY
Maintain fuel reduction practices throughout summer.
Check all equipment.
Monitor fire restrictions.
Keep flammable materials clear of buildings.
Rehearse your bushfire survival plan.
Remember permits are required to light fires during the 
Fire Danger Season.

May
June

REVIEW YOUR PLAN
Review annual clean up program.
Remove undergrowth and dead vegetation.

Stay informed
Fires can threaten suddenly and without warning. 
You need to be prepared to enact your Bushfire 
Survival Plan without receiving any emergency 
warning. You can:

 � know what the bushfire dangers are for 
your area

 � know the daily fire danger rating for your area

 � watch for signs of fire, especially smoke 
and flames

 � know what you need to do

 � act decisively the moment you know there 
is danger

 � put your Bushfire Survival Plan into action 
(avoid a ‘wait and see’ response)

Radio updates
You can listen to one of the CFS emergency 
broadcast partners for emergency warnings 
and alerts:

 � ABC is the official emergency broadcaster. Local 
ABC radio stations broadcast the emergency 
warnings and alerts relevant to their area

 � FIVEaa Radio

 � Sky News Television

 � Commercial Radio Australia

We recommend you keep a battery powered or 
wind-up torch and radio ready in case the power 
fails during an emergency. Test the batteries 
regularly.

Watch and act  
and emergency warnings
Emergency Services are committed to providing 
timely and accurate information to the community 
during emergencies, including bushfires.

The CFS will issue warnings when a fire has started 
and will advise you need to take action.

Emergency warning
An emergency warning Issued when a bushfire 
is burning out of control under very high to 
catastrophic weather conditions. It indicates:

 � you are in danger and you need to take action 
immediately

 � you will be impacted by fire

 � the Standard Emergency Warning Signal (SEWS) 
will precede this message.

Watch and act
Issued when there is a potential threat to public 
safety in the immediate area of a bushfire to 
tell you:

 � a fire is approaching 

 � conditions are changing

 � you need to take action now to protect your life 
and your family.

Advice
This is general information to keep you up to date 
with developments. It advises you:

 � a fire has started

 � there is no immediate danger.

The CFS will issue watch and act and emergency 
warning messages through a number of 
communication channels including local ABC AM 
and FIVEaa radio stations.

These messages will include:

 � the location of the fire

 � where it is expected to move next

 � the risks to people in the area

 � what you are advised to do about those risks

 � where you can find additional information.

Bushfire Information Hotline
Call the Bushfire Information Hotline 
on 1800 362 361 (TTY 133 677) for 
fire danger ratings, fire restrictions, 
fire bans, fire regulation information, 
incident information and bushfire 
survival information. 
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City of Mitcham’s Slice of Summer  
School Holiday Program
Calling all kids! Join us for a summer of fun and creativity with our school holiday program.  
For more information visit www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/schoolholidays.

Have your say on Treetop Park Upgrade
Council is seeking feedback on proposed upgrades to 

Treetop Park Playground at Craigburn Farm. 
To view the plans and have your say,  

visit www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/treetoppark  
and fill out an online survey by 5pm on Friday 27 November.

YUK! Plagues, Pestilence  
and Pus
Join us for a day of exploring horrible history 
and making all things disgusting and gruesome. 
Making, acting, craft, props, storytelling. Not for 
the faint-hearted. There will be pus and blood 
and slime and slugs. The day will finish with a 
short dramatisation. Parents beware: DO NOT let 
your children wear their best clothes.

Date:  Monday 11 January

Time:  9am to 11.30am - Making the Yukky 
Stuff, 12.30pm to 3.30pm - Plague 
Plays: Terrible Tales and Disgusting 
Stories, mini plays

Cost:  Free

Ages:  8 to 13 years

Venue:  Mitcham Community Centre,  
242 Belair Road, Lower Mitcham

Bookings: www.trybooking.com/BMFEB 

Acting for Camera
Interested in developing your film-acting skills? 
No idea how this whole acting-for-camera thing 
works? A non-threatening workshop designed to 
make you feel more comfortable in front of the 
camera. Come along to fine-tune your skills, learn 
terminology, tips, and etiquette for acting in front 
of a camera. Scripts will be provided and scenes 
will be recorded.

Date:  Thursday 14 January

Time:  10am to 3pm

Cost:  $15

Ages:  14 to 18 years

Venue:  Mitcham Community Centre,  
242 Belair Road, Lower Mitcham

Bookings: www.trybooking.com/BMFGL

Sizzling Summer  
at Mitcham’s Libraries
Join us at Mitcham Memorial Library 
and Blackwood Library for our ‘Sizzling’ 
Summer Reading Program.

We’ll also have crafts available to take 
home during the school holidays from 
Monday 11 January 2021. 

Venues: Mitcham Memorial Library, 
154 Belair Road, Hawthorn, and 
Blackwood Library, 215 Main Road, 
Blackwood. 

Bright Sparks Creative 
Writing: Monsters, Magic 
and Mayhem – a dark writing 
journey!
Join Alan Grace on a dark writing journey. Build a 
world full of magic and monsters where mayhem 
ensues. Learn about conflict, dialogue structure, 
imagery, and world-building in this school 
holiday workshop. Suits anyone interested in 
writing stories, screenplays, plays.

Date:  Tuesday 12 January 

Time:  10am to 3.30pm

Cost:  Free

Ages:  10 to 15 years

Venue:  Mitcham Community Centre,  
242 Belair Road, Lower Mitcham

Bookings: www.trybooking.com/BMFGA 

Wizard Academy  
– the Battle for Magic
Craft and acting with Masters of Magic Laurie, 
Erin and Chloe.

Come and create your own magical character and 
make a play-in-a-day.

Date:  Wednesday 13 January

Time:  10am to 3.30pm

Cost:  Free

Ages:  8 to 13 years

Venue:  Mitcham Community Centre,  
242 Belair Road, Lower Mitcham

Bookings: www.trybooking.com/BMFGE 

Improvaganza 
An afternoon of theatre sports and games for 
eight to 13-year-olds. Learn the old favourites, 
flex your imagination muscle and sharpen your 
wits as you compete for the Improvaganza trophy! 
A fun-filled three hours with master of Improv 
Benjamin Maio Mackay.

Date:  Thursday 14 January

Time:  1pm to 4pm

Cost:  Free

Ages:  8 to 13 years

Venue:  Mitcham Community Centre,  
242 Belair Road, Lower Mitcham

Bookings: www.trybooking.com/BMFGZ 

16 December 2020  mitcham community news 

http://www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/schoolholidays
http://www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/treetoppark
http://www.trybooking.com/BMFEB
http://www.trybooking.com/BMFGL
http://www.trybooking.com/BMFGA
http://www.trybooking.com/BMFGE
http://www.trybooking.com/BMFGZ

