
Belair Chronology
1840
Government Farm established on 800 acres of land some of which had previously been occupied by squatter 
Nicholas Foott.  Mr Foott had spent £420 on building a house and over £100 on fencing and stockyards.  The 
Government granted him £300 in recognition of these improvements to the land. 

1848
Travellers Rest Inn built at what is today No. 6 Sheoak Road by Gottfried Koll.  Mr Koll was also the licensee 
between 1856 and 1862 after which the Inn closed. 

1860
Official Vice-regal Summer Residence completed at a cost of £1600.

1861
School opened at Belair with Maria Ludewigs as teacher and 16 children 
enrolled but closed after a few months when Maria died aged 43. 

First known Church of England services held at Belair in Ludewigs' school 
room by Rev. Needham, Rector of St Michael's, Mitcham.    

1869
A group of 16 Baptists joined in a church fellowship which appears to have 
dissolved soon afterwards.  Work was also begun on a chapel building at 
about this time but the project was delayed until 1872 due to lack of funds. 
The Church was re-formed in March 1875, this time with a congregation of 
8, and continued for a couple of years before becoming associated with 
the Mitcham Church.    

Blackwood Inn established.

1871
School reopened by Elizabeth Edmunds closing again in 1874.

1877
Having been funded by private subscription 
matched pound for pound by the South 
Australian Government, the Belair Home for 
Inebriates began accepting inmates in June at 
a weekly charge of £1 7/6 (with some taken in 
at no charge).  There was originally provision 
for 12 inmates but a new building erected by 
1883 added accommodation for 43.  The 
institution ran at a loss until 1893 when it was 
sold to Rev. Morton who renamed it Hope 
Lodge and continued the operation until 
around 1907 after which the property was 
privately occupied or empty.  In 1941, the 
1883 building and 9 of the original 90 acres of 

land was bought by Anglican Church and operated as Belair Retreat and Conference House until the property 
was sold to St Johns Grammar School in 1999 for use as a secondary school.   

1877-1879
Bisulphide of carbon (for suffocating rabbits) manufactured on Government Farm.

1880
New stone building erected on the site of the Blackwood Inn and named Belair Hotel. 

The Traveller's Rest's stables.
1980s.  

Kath Norman photo.

'Retreat House' built c1883 as an extension to the original 
'Inebriates Home'.  Photo taken between 1883 and 1886.  



1882
Hills railway open as far as Aldgate.

1891
Belair National Park proclaimed.  During the 1880s, a great deal of 
effort was devoted to preventing the proposed sale and subdivision 
of the Government Farm.  Recently arrived Belair resident Walter 
Gooch was particularly notable in his efforts both to prevent the sale 
and to have the land declared a National Park.

1894
Kalyra Consumptive Home incorporated in December and opened in 
the following February.  'Kalyra' was the name of a sheep station in 
the South-East owned by James Brown whose bequest paid for the 
establishment of the Home.

1898
Foundation stone of Church of the Holy Innocents laid.   

1902
Nunyara Tuberculosis Sanatorium opened by Dr Arthur Gault and operated until 
his death in 1917. 

1903
Blackwood, Coromandel  Valley, & Belair Boys Club formed.

1912
Belair Public School opened on Sheoak Road.  The school moved to to its 
present site in 1958.  The original building is now part of St Johns Grammar 
School.  

1914
Overway Bridge constructed.

1923
Methodist Church services commenced 

1926
Belair Progress Association established and made moves to establish a new district council to include the 
Mitcham hills suburbs.  They also set about lobbying for Windy Point to be set aside as a reserve and were 
eventually successful after Mitcham Council acquired the land in 1930.  

Belair Railway Station c1910 

Walter Gooch

Windy Point (then called Observation Point) in 1931.  The ice cream stall at left first appeared c1929.   
A more substantial wood and iron kiosk was built  c1938. 



1927
Water Scheme at Belair completed
Light needed on corner of Laffers & Upper Sturt Rd
1928
Tennis Club founded.
Six men killed in landslide near a Belair tunnel 
while widening the line. 

1929
Electric Light Extension. 
Culley Reserve donated.

1930
Fund set up by Progress Association to purchase a 
car for District Nurse, Sister Williams. 

1933
'Fire controllers organization' formed from the 
Progress Association and Mr Hodge appointed its 
leader.   

1934
Petrol pump application by RJ Halstead.
Horse trough at Belair.

1935
Belair Estate subdivided from the 80 or so acres 
surrounding the former Hope Lodge.  

Literary & Debating Society formed.

1936
Extension of Water main.
Protest against cutting trees in National Park.

1937
Tramway Bus to Belair Estate.

1938
Observation (windy) Point Kiosk.
Old tram-cars allowed as housing by Council.

1940
Bus service between Belair & Blackwood.
Street Lighting installation Crest Alta.
Population increased from 165 to 398 in 3 years.

1941
Bus service in recess.

1944
Firefighting mobile unit.

1946
Installation of Fire Siren.

1947
Windy Point Observation telescope.
Co-op Society began subdivision of "Nunyara"

1948
Fire fighting shed.

1951
Bus service between Lower Mitcham & Belair ceased. 

1952
Rubbish bin collection began.

1953
Blackwood & District Community Hospital established.

1957
Watiparinga Reserve donated to the National Trust by 
botanical artist Alison Ashby.

1958
St Johns Grammar School opened.

1966
Monalta subdivided by the Hannaford brothers.

1974
Florence Terrace renamed to Sheoak Road

1983
Caddy's Tavern opened.  It was destroyed by fire in 
May 1992. 

2003 - May
Railway station signal cabin burnt down.

Mrs Arthur Gault lays the foundation stone for the 
Belair Methodist Church – 1928.

Belair/Blackwood Fire Service 1940s or 1950s
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Left: The Hannaford's property Monalta before it was 
subdivided in 1966.  Belair railway station is at top right and 
Pinera at centre left.  Lindsay Avenue runs along the right 
of the map.  At bottom right is the site of the dairy and 
cold store.  The latter, originally build to store wine around 
the 1850s, still stands in Hannaford Reserve.   

Below: Hannaford's paddock in the 1950s.

Inset: The Monalta homestead, now the Blackwood District 
Hospital.  
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Note: Belair also includes 
the remainder of the 
National Park (not shown). 


