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Purpose

‘Update on the outcomes of planning 
reform and possible next steps for 
continued implementation of the City of 
Mitcham Spatial Vision’



Policy – Our Advocacy Position

• Preserve our State and Local Heritage

• Maintain our Residential Character 

• Improve Infill Housing Outcomes 

• Improve Flood Mapping and Policy

• Preserve our Hills Landscape

• Strengthen Tree Protection 

• Transition our Growth Precincts

Planning + Design Code



System Challenges

• Code Errors and Omissions

• Missing Important Policy 

• Zone Selection Issues 

• Missing / Additional Zones Needed 

• Significant Mapping Issues

• Integration with Current Business

• Be ready for ePlanning 



Business Readiness Achievements 

• New PDI Delegations (four sets)

• Accreditation for planning / building staff + CAP

• Building Audit and Inspections Policy 

• New Building Fire Safety Committee

• New DA Operating Procedures

• Resourcing Review to Reflect ePlanning

• Secondments and Relationships with PlanSA

• Training and Education for our People



Blueprint for the Code



What did we achieve?

o Heritage Standards for CLG

o Representative Buildings Included (formerly 
known as Contributory Items)

o Historic Area Statements for our Local Heritage

o Buy in on Special Residential Character –
drafting Character Area Statements for Code 

o Better Neighbourhood Zones (Established / Hills)

o Allotment Sizes and Frontage Remain (TNVs)

o Infill Policy Improvements

People and Neighbourhoods





Natural Resources and Environment 

What did we achieve?

o New Flooding Overlays

o Hills Neighbourhood Zone 

o Native Vegetation Overlay

o Urban Tree Canopy Overlay

What’s Missing?

o Stronger tree protection for areas 
experiencing housing growth 



Productive Economy

What did we achieve?

o Growth Precincts DPA in the Code

o New Activity Centre Zones more akin to 
our local and suburban centres

o Simpler change of use for anticipated 
development e.g. shop to office in 
Activity Centres

o Certainty around non-residential uses 
locating in residential streets





Planning + Design Code Demo 

1. How to navigate the South Australian 
Property and Planning Atlas (SAPPA)

2. How to determine if a specific 
development type needs approval

3. How to determine what rules apply to 
a specific development type

4. Development Application Register

https://plan.sa.gov.au/
https://sappa.plan.sa.gov.au/
https://plan.sa.gov.au/development_applications/before_you_lodge/find_out_if_you_need_approval/development_approval_wizard
https://code.plan.sa.gov.au/home/what_is_the_property_address?code=apply2dev
https://plan.sa.gov.au/development_application_register


EM Packs + Next Steps

EM Code Pack

o Zone Map for your Ward

o Guide to the Planning and Design Code

Next Steps

o Information Report to Council

o Code Briefings for EMs by Ward (opt in)

o Spatial Vision – Strategy and Policy 
Work Next Steps (Ben) 



30 Year Plan for 
Adelaide Update 

Released

Planning Development 
& Infrastructure Act 

Commenced

Ministerial Approval Strategic 
Directions Report 

- Heritage DPA 
- Watercourse DPA
- Activity Centres & Corridors 
- Residential Regeneration
- Open Space & Urban Design
- BDP Development Plan Conversion
- Waite Education/Research Precinct

202020152014 20192016 2017 2018 2021

Residential Strategy Review

Retail Activity Centres Strategic 
Directions Review

Local Area Planning 
Commences

Heritage DPA  
Approved 

Spatial Vision & 
Structure Planning 

Engagement

Spatial Vision & 
Structure Plans 

Endorsed

Southern Innovation Area 
DPA

Repatriation General 
Hospital & Surrounding 

Areas DPA

State Planning Policies 
Released 

Growth Precincts  DPA  
Approved 

Special Residential 
Character DPA 
Commenced

Discussion Papers Released
- Productive Economy
- People & Neighbourhoods
- Natural resources 

Environment
- Integrated Movement 

Systems

Torrens to Darlington 
(T2D) Announced

City of Mitcham 2030 –
SMP and 4 year 

delivery plan

Ph 2 (Regions) Planning 
& Design Code  
Implemented

Planning & Design 
Code Fully 

Implemented

Council’s SMP 2017-
27 Endorsed

S

S
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Heritage Standards 
for Colonel Light 

Gardens
S

Ph 3 Planning & Design 
Code Consultations x2

S

S

S
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Ph 1 (Outback) Planning 
& Design Code  
Implemented

S

I

Submission

Involved

I

Growth Precincts  DPA  
Commenced 



Spatial Vision
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Spatial Vision - Kicking Off Next Steps





Summary

What we’ve delivered FY 20/21

• Successful Reform Transition

• Growth Precincts DPA - complete

• Character Areas DPA – soon

• 20%+ increase in DA volume – absorbed

• 20%+ increase in compliance – absorbed

• Colonel Light Gardens Improvement – underway

• + COVID conditions / mat leave etc



What else did we plan for?

• Economic and Employment Land Utilisation (South + Daws Rd)

• T2D Integrated Planning and Transport

Limited progress because …

• Nine month Planning Reform delay

• Uncertainty on T2D next steps until now

Summary



THANK  YOU 


