
Craigburn Ward

Steel railway viaduct at Eden Hills – one of two built in 
the USA and imported at a cost of £13340 in 1881. 
The viaducts were demolished c1919 when this section 
of the line was relocated.

William Henry Shephard 
(1846-1894) grew up on 
'Windsor Farm' later called 
'Sturtbrae' in Bellevue 
Heights

New development at Craigburn Farm 2000

Coromandel Parade looking south from 'Five Ways' 
c1910 - C.A. Petts photo

Daniel & Mary Ann Johnson c1870
Daniel Johnson took up the first 
land grant in Blackwood and 
remained in the district until his 
death in 1894



Craigburn Ward
'Craigburn  Farm'  (map  1) was over  800  acres  and  straddled  the  Sturt 
Creek, the southern boundary of the City of Mitcham. Peter Cumming was 
born c1796 at  Glasgow,  Scotland.  The Scotsman gradually bought  the 
land  as  it  was  surveyed  between  1846,  when  he  arrived,  and  1853 
establishing 'Craigburn Farm'.  He served on the first Mitcham Council in 
1853.  

Records show that P. Cumming & Son deposited gold on the Gold Escort 
from the Victorian Goldfields which arrived on 10 Feb 1852 at the Assay 
Office, Adelaide.  23 ozs 11 dwt 6 grms were delivered to the Union Bank 
in Adelaide.

In the middle of 1859 Peter Cumming asked the Central Road Board to 
examine, survey and report on the road from Mr Manton's House (Wattle 
Ave., Lower Mitcham) to the top of the ranges to connect with Tableland 
Road  to  Coromandel  Valley.   This  work  was  carried  out  by  surveyor 
Richard Budgen over the next 12 months.   Argument about which road 
route should be developed was well on the way by 1865.

In 1862 Peter’s daughter, Elizabeth, married a neighbour's son, Alexander 
Murray Jun..   The following year he mortgaged the property for  £2000, 
perhaps to further his mercantile interests, as a draper.   'Craigburn Farm' 
was sold in 1868 to another son-in-law, solicitor William D Scott, for £600. 
Peter Cumming also lived at North Adelaide and Magill.   However when he died on 7 July 1881 and was 
buried at the Mitcham General Cemetery with other relations. 

'Craigburn Farm' changed hands a few more times during 
the 19th century.  In the 1920s it was transferred to Minda 
Incorporated and continued to  be run as a farm.   Stock 
were  raised  and  vegetables  were  grown  to  supply  the 
institution.

To  the  west  'Sturtbrae' 
was  the  property  encapsulating  the  present-day  suburb  of  Bellevue 
Heights.  The original part of the homestead was built by the Shephard 
family, after whom the road is named as it cut up the ridge through their 
property.  In fact Mrs Ann Shephard eventually owned sections of land at 
both ends of what is today Shepherds Hill Road, the eastern one close to 
Blackwood.  

'Wittunga' straddled Shephard’s Hill Road, taking in much of Eden Hills 
and 'Watiparinga Reserve'.  Edwin Ashby and his family developed the 
property  from  1902  until  the  late  1950s  when  rising  land  values 
encouraged the next generation to dispose of  the property,  some of  it 
generously  donated  for  public  enjoyment  as  Wittunga  Gardens  and 
Watiparinga Reserve.

The first national memorial  to 
the 'stolen generation'

 Reconcilliation Park  - Eden Hills

  Sturtbrae stables 
Sketch by Bruce Swann

Ann Shephard (late 19th century) 
who once owned most of the land 

which is now Bellevue Heights 



Features
The railway looping through the ward since the 1880s, has had a great influence in encouraging people to 
settle in the hills. It is the only major public works to have cut across the Mitcham District and links the plains 
with the hills.  The steepest section of the railway between Adelaide and Melbourne occurs in this Ward.

"Wattiparringga", meaning 'middle creek' or 'plenty of water' is one of the few known aboriginal words relating 
to the district.  This reserve donated by the Ashby family in 1957, was one of the first bequests to the National 
Trust of South Australia. Flowers from the reserve have won a number of prizes at the Royal Adelaide Show. 

Heritage
'Colebrook Home' - Reconciliation Park - Eden Hills
'Karinya'  was  built  in  1914  as  St  Peter’s  Hostel  for  the 
Sisters  of  the  Anglican  Church.   The  United  Aboriginal 
Mission  took over the building and used it  as Colebrook 
Training Home between 1943 and 1973.  During this period 
it was 'home' to 350 Aboriginal children. The building was 
demolished by 1977.  In 1997 the first national memorial to 
the 'stolen generation' was installed at the site and the first 
Reconciliation Event held in the City of Mitcham.

'Wittunga' - Eden Hills 
Edwin Ashby established Wittunga mixed farm in 1902 and later became an enthusiastic grower of Australian 
plants.    In  1965,  son  Keith  and  family  donated  14  ha  of  Wittunga  to  the  State  as  a  Botanic  Garden 
specialising in Australian and South African plants. Wittunga was opened to the public 1975.  

Retreat House - Belair
Built in 1881 as an Inebriates Retreat by Daniel Hewett 
and extended in 1898.  Later became Hope Lodge for 
training  Missionaries  in  between  1893-1907.   From 
1941 it was used as a Retreat and Conference centre 
by the Anglican Church. Since 1998 it has been part of 
St John's Grammar School.

Sturt Gorge
Warriparinga (aboriginal for 'windy place by a creek') 
or Sturt Creek is the only remaining original boundary 
of  the  City  of  Mitcham.  It's  natural  features  are 
spectacular.  

1st Torrens Park Cub Pack enjoying Sturt Creek c1943 
R.M. Arnott-Rogers Photo Craigburn Farm  House built 1840s  

Sketch by M. O' Shea

The old barn at Wittunga



Craigburn Ward Map

Craigburn Ward includes the suburbs, Bellevue Heights, Eden Hills, Craigburn Farm and parts of Blackwood 
and Belair. 
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