
Greening 
and Cooling 
our Streets
Incentives, Guidelines 
and Requirements to 
support planting in the 
verge and roundabouts
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• Background

• Work completed to date

• Further investigations

• Overview and Next Steps

• Your Feedback – Next Steps

Overview



Completed to date

1. Where proposed works adhere to council policy, the application lodgment fee 
solely for landscaping on verges be removed immediately

Image: City of Mitcham website 2023



Completed to date

2. The new installation of artificial turf on verges be banned immediately

Image: City of Mitcham website 2023



Further investigations

Additionally, Council resolved to investigate:

1. The feasibility of removing the requirement to lodge an application for landscaping on
council verges where proposed works adhere to council policy

2. The cost and feasibility of landscaping roundabouts

3. A plan to phase out existing artificial turf on verges over time

4. Ways of encouraging and/or helping residents to landscape their council owned verges



1. 
Remove 
Application to 
Landscape 
Council Verge



A form of 'authorisation' required

Include a detailed self-assessment 
checklist into a verge greening guide.

Checklist would acknowledge Council 
requirements and document works 
done by resident.

Recommend application process still 
apply – albeit streamlined

Checklist would include:

WHS requirements

Approved vegetation list

Relevant policies

Verge design requirements 
(e.g. accessibility, waste collection 
requirements, vegetation height limits)

Remove Application



Verge Greening Guide

Image: City of Onkaparinga Verge Greening Guide



Images: City of Onkaparinga Verge Greening Guide



Considerations to progress:

• Develop a Verge Greening Guide for the City of Mitcham

Subsequent alternative considerations:

1. Streamlined application process – detailed self-assessment checklist 
used to document and apply for proposed verge landscaping works. 
Works need approval before commencing.

2. Provide detailed self-assessment checklist – require resident to 
send checklist to Council 1 - 2 weeks prior to works to allow property to 
be added to "no spray list"

Remove Application



2. 
Landscape 
Council 
Roundabouts



Existing Roundabouts:

• 49 roundabouts of various 
size 

• 19 landscaped roundabouts 
including two owned by DIT

• Various sized roundabouts, 
garden areas, materials and 
maintenance needs

• Artificial turf on 9 existing 
roundabouts

City of Mitcham Roundabouts

Pictured: Ayr Ave / Princes Rd irrigated roundabout 
protected by recycled bollards and caged meter box



Not all roundabouts are well 
suited to landscaping

Landscaped Roundabouts

For plant health and viability, a 
landscaped roundabout needs to be:

• In a sunny position (fully shaded 
roundabouts do not allow vegetation to 
establish well)

• Irrigated (external watering is possible but 
more complex due to WHS requirements)

• Accessible for maintenance

• Planted with low maintenance plants

• Traffic friendly (if vehicles are likely to drive 
over the roundabout the garden will fail)



Constraints

Roundabouts must maintain traffic sightlines, so vegetation height must be controlled through maintenance

Trees on roundabouts are feasible depending on the size of the roundabout and sightlines, but regular maintenance is 
required for traffic safety, especially with young trees. Regularly auditing of sightlines is also recommended.

WHS - maintenance on roundabouts requires work zone traffic management. Additionally, staged maintenance 
requirements (i.e. spraying, then planting later) can make maintenance on roundabouts  resource intensive

Damage to roundabouts is common due to their presence in the road corridor. Vehicles may drive over roundabouts 
reducing the asset life and requiring increased frequency of maintenance for garden beds.

Non-irrigated roundabouts require water trucks to regularly water the plants on landscaped roundabouts. Alternatively, 
provision of irrigation infrastructure is feasible, but increases the potential for asset damage from vehicles and increases 
upfront costs for landscaping.



Landscaping Roundabouts

Potential Next Steps:

1. Landscape all roundabouts including irrigation infrastructure (49 roundabouts, 
19 currently vegetated) – approximately $1.4 million plus ongoing costs

2. Uplift ‘selected’ landscaped roundabouts - approximately $50,000 plus ongoing 
costs

3. Audit all roundabouts for landscaping potential or uplift including feasibility of 
irrigation and maintenance and costs for each, and bring back to Council for 
consideration – audit cost $30,000

4. Remove all existing artificial turf from nine roundabouts – approx. $20,000



3.
Phase out of 
Artificial Turf 
on Council 
Verges



Verge Greening Guide provides 
information to residents on:

• Council policy on artificial turf

• Phase out / removal of existing 
artificial turf

• Alternative options to artificial 
turf on the verge

Further engagement and possible 
removal and incentive options to 
be discussed 

Phase out artificial turf on verges



Phase out artificial turf on Council verges

Audit existing artificial turf on verges - expected cost approximately $16,000 if resourced by staff.

Educate and encourage removal of artificial turf

Enforce compliance – legal and administrative requirements to be investigated

Incentivise removal through partial reimbursement of costs

Council program removal of artificial turf



4. 
Encouraging 
Residents to 
Landscape
Council 
Verges



Incentives to Green Verges

Develop a Verge Planting Guide to 
support residents with verge greening 
ideas and advice on:

• Species selection

• Layout options

• Access and maintenance considerations

• Council requirements for the verge

Image: City of Onkaparinga Verge Greening Guide



Incentives to Green Verges

Other possible incentives:

1. Nursery voucher giveaway 
event/s including advice and 
education

2. Council managed verge 
preparation through contractors 
(allotment scale or street scale) 
– Residents plant verge

3. Verge Greening Incentive Fund 
– Capped reimbursement model 
with application 



Overview and Next Steps
1. 2.

3. 4.



What would 
you like us 
to take 
forward?





Considerations to progress:

• Develop a Verge Greening Guide for the City of Mitcham

Subsequent alternative considerations:

1. Streamlined application process – detailed self-assessment checklist 
used to document and apply for proposed verge landscaping works. 
Works need approval before commencing.

2. Provide detailed self-assessment checklist – require resident to 
send checklist to Council 1 - 2 weeks prior to works to allow property to 
be added to "no spray list"

Remove Application



Landscaping Roundabouts

Potential Next Steps:

1. Landscape all roundabouts including irrigation infrastructure (49 roundabouts, 
19 currently vegetated) – approximately $1.4 million plus ongoing costs

2. Uplift ‘selected’ landscaped roundabouts - approximately $50,000 plus ongoing 
costs

3. Audit all roundabouts for landscaping potential or uplift including feasibility of 
irrigation and maintenance and costs for each, and bring back to Council for 
consideration – audit cost $30,000

4. Remove all existing artificial turf from nine roundabouts – approx. $20,000



Phase out artificial turf on Council verges

Audit existing artificial turf on verges - expected cost approximately $16,000 if resourced by staff.

Educate and encourage removal of artificial turf

Enforce compliance – legal and administrative requirements to be investigated

Incentivise removal through partial reimbursement of costs

Council program removal of artificial turf



Incentives to Green Verges

Other possible incentives:

1. Nursery voucher giveaway 
event/s including advice and 
education

2. Council managed verge 
preparation through contractors 
(allotment scale or street scale) 
– Residents plant verge

3. Verge Greening Incentive Fund 
– Capped reimbursement model 
with application 




